“Victory in Jesus” – November 4, 2012 at SBC  

1 Corinthians 15:56-57 & John 16:33







Everybody, . . . likes a winner.  Everyone, wants to be, on the winning team.  Nobody, on the other hand, likes 
to lose.  At my house, because of my wife, who is one of the most competitive people, that I have ever 
known, . . . winning has become, very important, to my little boys.  Either they win, . . . or, they cry.    

I guess, that we are all that way, . . . to a certain extent.  Whether it be sports, or whatever, . . . we all want to be, 
. . . victorious.  We strive, all of our lives, in whatever it is, that we do, . . . to win, . . . to be victorious.  

Well, let me tell you something, this morning, folks.  If you know Jesus Christ, as your personal Savior, . . . if 
you have been, born again, . . . if your sins, have been washed, in the blood of the lamb, . . . then, you’ve 
already, . . . won the victory.  As the song, that we sing, testifies, . . . we have . . . “Victory in Jesus.”           

This old favorite hymn, that we sing, from time to time, is located on page #426 of your hymnal.  Take your hymnal, and turn to this treasure of a song, that we all love to sing, and let’s dwell on the words, that are dear to our hearts, for a few moments, this morning, . . . because, they are words of truth, based upon, the Word of God.    


(Written, in 1939.  Author:  1885 – 1941)  Eugene Monroe Bartlett Sr., born on Christmas Eve.  His last 
song, 1939.  Inducted into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame 1979.     
Notice, the verse of scripture, at the top of the page, that the author of this song, used as a basis, for these words:

1 Corinthians 15:56-57 – “But, thanks, be to God!  He gives us, the victory, . . . through, our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


Are we thankful, enough?  Do we, thank God enough, . . . for this victory, that we have, in Jesus?  

Thanks, be to God, all praise and honor, be to God, all of our worship, and every breath, that we breathe, be to God, . . . because He, has given us the victory, through His precious Son, and our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Without, the wonderful gift, of this victory, we would be, without hope.  We would be, without any hope, . . whatsoever.

Now that’s, something to get excited about, this morning, . . . and, tomorrow morning, and the next day, and all 
through, the week.  God has loved us, though, we were sinners, . . . that, He reached down, in love, and 
plucked us, off the losing side, . . . and, placed us, under the victory, . . . of His mercy, and grace.  

And, through the sacrifice, of His only Son, He has given to us, eternal life, and abundant life, and victory, over 
death, and victory over sin, and victory over the enemy.  Remember that, . . . when the devil, comes 
knocking on your door, . . . this week.  (Just look out the peep hole, and say, “THTHTHTHTHTHT!”)

We’ve already won, the victory, . . . or, actually Jesus, has won it for us.  He defeated Satan, . . . and, his band 
of demons, and He defeated death, and sin, and every evil thing, that goes along with it.  We can look, 
at the end of the book, . . . the book of Revelation, . . . and, see the outcome, of this battle.  We’ve won!

**  Now, because we still live, in a sin tainted world, and because of our sin, . . . though, it has been atoned for, we still struggle with sin, . . . because, we are fallen, and depraved individuals, . . that without Jesus, are without 
hope, . . . and, we are still involved in battle, with the enemy.  But, . . . we win!  Don’t ever, forget that.  

Don’t ever forget, that if you are saved, if you have been born again, . . . that, you are on, the winning team.  No 
matter, how tough life gets, no matter how hard, we see times get, we must remember, . . . that, in Jesus, 
we have, the victory.    

Now, before we look, at the words to this song, I want us to take another look, at some more scripture, of God’s 
precious Word.  Please turn, to John 16:33.  Though, I feel, the words to this song, . . must have been 
penned, under the direct influence, of the Holy Spirit of God, I can’t, prove that.  But, I can, the Bible.

If you are like me, this song, has been very special, for a long time.  I’ve literally, sung it, . . all my life.  At the suggestion of my wife, we sung it at my dad’s funeral.  So, it was just natural, that we also, sing it at my mom’s funeral.  And, yes, I’ve already requested, that we sing it, . . . or, should I say, that others, sing it, at my funeral.       

So, now, if I were to hear my wife, walking around the house, humming the tune, to this song, . . . I’ll probably 
think, . . . that, she may be, plotting my funeral.  You just, . . . never know.  Right, . . . guys?     

TEXT:  John 16:33 – “I have told you these things, so that in me, you may have peace.  In this world, you will 
have trouble.  But, take heart!  I have overcome, the world."

This is the key, to victory, . . . this is the key, to it all, . . . Jesus said, that . . . “in me, . . . you may, have peace.”  
The key to victory, is in none other, than Jesus.  He said, “In this world, you will have trouble.  But, take 
heart!  I have overcome, . . . the world.”  

Makes you wonder, why we so often, turn to the things of this world, . . . in our search, for victory.  We look, in 
all the wrong places, . . . when it is in Jesus, that we will find, . . . all that it is, . . that, we are looking for.  
We’re not going to find victory, in anything else.  We can try, . . but, only in Jesus, shall we be fulfilled.    

Jesus is the key to victory, . . . and, the key to peace, and the key to grace, and the key to mercy, and the key to 
compassion, and the key to love.  Jesus is the alpha, . . . and, the omega.  He is our all, in all.  In Him, 
we can find, . . . contentment.  In Him, we can find, . . . that, our every need, is met.    

**  And, He warns us, that “In this world, you will have trouble.”  In this life, while we are in this world, . . . we 
will see, hard times.  We will share, in the sufferings, of Christ.  But, we’ll still be victorious, in the end. 


When in the midst, of turmoil, . . . remember, . . . this song!   

*  Now, notice, in verse 33, of chapter 16 of the gospel of John, that Jesus said here, that “I have told you these things, so that in me, you may have peace.”  What had He, just told them?  Why was He warning them, . . . and 
warning us, . . . that “In this world, you will have trouble.  But, take heart, I have overcome, the world.”

Well, we must look back, at the preceding verses, and see.  Jesus was trying, to tell the disciples, that He would soon, be going to the cross, to lay down His life, to pay for the sins of the world, . . and, to give us, this victory.  

John 16:17-33 – Some of His disciples, said to one another, "What does He mean, by saying, `In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while, you will see me,' and `Because I am going to the Father'?" 18 They kept asking, "What does He mean by, `a little while'?  We don't understand, what He is saying." 

19 Jesus saw, that they wanted to ask Him about this, so He said to them, "Are you asking one another, what I meant when I said, `In a little while, you will see me no more, and then after a little while, you will see me'? 
(They couldn’t, comprehend it.  Never would.)  20 I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn, while the world rejoices.  You will grieve, but your grief, will turn to joy. 21 A woman, giving birth to a child has pain, because her time has come; but, when her baby is born, she forgets the anguish, because of her joy, that a child is born into the world. 22 So with you:  Now is your time of grief, but, I will see you again, and you will rejoice, and no one will take away, your joy. 23 In that day, you will no longer ask me anything.  I tell you the truth, my Father will give you, whatever you ask in my name. 24 Until now, you have not asked for anything in my name.  Ask, and you will receive, and your joy, will be complete. 

25 "Though I have been speaking figuratively, a time is coming, when I will no longer, use this kind of language, but, will tell you plainly, about my Father. 26 In that day, you will ask in my name.  I am not saying, that I will ask the Father, on your behalf. 27 No, the Father Himself loves you, because you have loved me, and have believed, that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father, and entered the world; now I am leaving the world, and going back to the Father." 

29 Then Jesus' disciples said, "Now you are speaking clearly, and without figures of speech. 30 Now we can see, that you know all things, and that you do not even need, to have anyone ask you questions.  This makes us believe, that you came from God." 

31 "You believe at last!"  Jesus answered. 32 "But a time is coming, and has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home.  You will leave me, all alone.  Yet, I am not alone, for my Father is with me. 

33 "I have told you these things, so that in me, you may have peace.  In this world, you will have trouble. But, take heart!  I have overcome, the world." 

You see, even the disciples, that had walked with the Master, for over three years, had a hard time, . . . just, as we do, from time to time, . . . in understanding, that in Jesus, . . we have the victory.  Verse 22 – “So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again, and you will rejoice, and no one, will take away your joy.” 

I hope and pray, that today, that we all understand, this victory, to the point, . . . that, no one, or no thing, can 
take away, . . . our joy.  No amount, of worrying, of frustration, or tribulation.  Jesus, has given us, this 
joy, and this peace, and this victory, . . . and, we can’t, let anything, steal it away.  

And, in the last part, of Verse 24 – “And, your joy, will be complete.”  Now, that my friend, is victory, in Jesus!  
Though, we don’t always understand it all, though we don’t always think it is fair, Jesus will give us, the 
victory, . . every time.  Why did Jesus, have to go away, and die on the cross?  To give us . . this victory.   

Why do we go through, some of the things, that we go through today?  I don’t know, but hang in there, because 
if you know Jesus, . . . then, we have, the victory.  But, we’ve got, to believe.  Verse 31 – “You believe, 
at last!"  Jesus answered.  Did the disciples, just then, . . get saved?  Well, it says, they finally, believed.

What about you, this morning?  Do you believe?  Do you actually believe, that in the midst, of your trouble, that 
you have victory, in Jesus?  Are you truly, a believer?  GOSPEL  Are you like, . . . these, disciples?

*****  SONG:  Now, let’s take a few moments, to look at this, favorite song of ours, . . . this Christian national anthem, this fight song, for the child of God.  You could almost, break it down, verse by verse, and let it be our testimony, . . . of what, God has done, for us.  I know, that I could.  (Verses 1,2, & 3 – Past, present, and future.)
Verse 1, is my salvation, . . . or, my past.  It literally, tells the story, . . . of the gospel.  Verse 2, is my eventual, 
walk with God, later in life, . . . or, my present.  And, Verse 3, is my future, . . . it is my assurance, of 
victory.  It is when, our victory, . . . comes to fruition, in glory.  It’s our victory, . . . in Heaven.  

SONG:  “Victory in Jesus”
Verse 1:  (Again, verse 1, is the story, of my salvation.  It is my testimony, of how Jesus, saved me.)  And, you?  


I heard an old, old story, how a Savior came from glory.

  

(Someone loved me enough, to tell me, the story of Jesus.  They shared the gospel, with me, of 


how Jesus came, to die for me, . . . and, to give me, this victory.)  


How He gave His life on Calvary, to save a wretch like me.  



(He laid down His life, willingly, and sacrificially, . . . that, I might, have life.  What, a story!)


I heard about His groaning, of His precious blood’s atoning.  



(I listened to this story, of how He suffered, and how He Shed, His precious blood, to wash me 


of my sins.  By His stripes, we were healed.  Have you heard, . . . this story?) 


Then, I repented of my sins, and won the victory.



(And, this revelation, brought me to my knees, . . . to ask for the forgiveness, of my sins. 

 
I  confessed, and I repented, and trusted In Him, . . . and, by doing this, I won the victory!)  

Chorus:  O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever!  



(I won that victory, forever, and ever, and ever!  Jesus is my Savior, forever.  And, nothing, can 


take it away.  It is for sure, and it is secure.  I can’t do anything, to mess that up.)  




He sought me and bought me, with His redeeming blood.  



(He found me, and He purchased me, at a very high price.  It cost Him, His blood, and, His life.) 


He loved me ere I knew Him, and all my love is due Him.  



(He loved me, and He loved you, in spite of our sin.  And, now, . . . oh, do I ever, love Him.)


He plunged me to victory, beneath the cleansing flood.



(He snatched me, off the losing side, and cleansed me of my sin, and made me victorious!)

Verse 2:  (Verse 2, is what took place, later in my life, when I finally, began to walk with Him, on a daily basis.)   


I heard about His healing, of His cleansing power revealing.  



(I heard about, His healing, from a life of sin, . . . and, how He could cleanse me, once again.)


How He made the lame to walk again, and caused the blind to see.  



(And, how He could heal me, from trying to live life, on my own, . . . and, failing miserably.)


And, then I cried, “Dear Jesus, come and heal my broken spirit.”  



(He can heal you, physically, and emotionally, and best of all, spiritually.  He’ll heal your broken 

spirit, if you’ll just let Him.  He’ll heal your broken heart, . . . no matter what, the cause.) 


And, somehow, Jesus came and brought to me, the victory.  

   

(He’s the God of second chances, and third chances, . . . and, a million chances.  He’ll give you, 


the victory, . . . if you’ll just, turn to Him.)

Verse 3:  (And, then, oh, how we love to sing verse 3, that tells about, our eventual victory, of spending eternity, 

with Jesus.  What victory, . . . that, we will celebrate, for all of eternity.)    


I heard about a mansion, He has built for me in glory.



(Yes, there is a mansion, with my name on it.  Is there one, with your name on it?  Do you have, 


this victory?  Jesus has gone to prepare for us, a place, . . . that, we might go, and be with Him.)      


And, I heard about the streets of gold, beyond the crystal sea.



(What an awesome place, for us to live out this victory, . . . where there’s no more pain, and no 


more death, and no more tears, and no more heartache.)


About the angels singing, and the old redemption story.



(And, we’ll join in with those angels, and we’ll sing, and we’ll worship, for all of eternity.  And, 


we’ll sing about, the old redemption story, of how Jesus saved us.  And, it’ll never, . . . get old.)  


And, some sweet day, I’ll sing up there, the song of victory.



(And, I believe, that we’ll even sing, “Victory in Jesus,” . . . or, even better!)

Well, I don’t know about you, . . . but, this song, can get me, excited.  This is better, . . . than, ice cream.  This is 
good, . . for what ails you.  In Jesus, we have, the victory.  He gave it to us, when He died for us, to save 
us.  And, through this victory, in Jesus, we have overcome, the world.  Look with me, at 1 John 5:4-5.
If you are saved, then you, have overcome the world, and you have victory, in Jesus.  Are you, saved?  Do you, 
have this victory, that is so sweet, and so precious, to the rest of us?  And, if so, . . are you, living it?   


Are you living it, . . . right now?  Not just, looking forward, to Heaven, . . but, living the victory, right now?    


(Book:  “The Godward Gaze”)

1 John 5:4-5 – “For everyone, born of God, overcomes the world.  This is the victory, that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it, that overcomes the world? Only he who believes, that Jesus is the Son of God.” 

