“The Life of Christ”, Part 3 – Sunday December 18, 2012 at SBC  


Matthew 8:18-27
The Life, of Christ, Part 3.  Two weeks ago, we laid the foundation, for this series of messages, . . on the life, of Jesus Christ.  We talked about, the pre-existence of His life, and the fact, that, He is from, the beginning of time.

He was involved, in the creation, of this world, . . . even, the tree, that would eventually, . . become the cross, on which, He Laid down His life, . . so that we might be saved, from our sins, and inherit eternal life, through faith, in Him.  Yes, He even created the tree, that eventually, became the cross, . . . knowing full well, what lie ahead.

Last week, we covered, just three, of the many times, that the birth of Christ, was foretold, or prophesied about.  Two, in the Old Testament, . . . and, one in the New Testament, . . when, the angel Gabriel, appeared to a virgin, 
named Mary, and informed her, that she, was with child.  And, that this child, . . . was, the Son of God.

What a miracle, . . . what, a defiance of nature, . . . for a virgin, to give birth, . . . to a child.  But, not just, any child, . . . but, the baby Jesus, . . . the Messiah, the Savior, . . . who came, to take away, the sins, . . of the world.


(Song:  “Sweet, baby, Jesus, . . . who came, to redeem us.”)  Last week:  He indwelt, Mary, . . . and, us!  
Everything about His birth, everything about His life, . . . and, everything about His death, and resurrection, was in absolute denial, of nature.  Nature, cannot explain, His existence.  His life, was and is, . . . superior to nature.

We all know, . . . the Christmas story, of how this Jesus, came to earth, . . . how He was born, as an infant, in a lowly stable, in Bethlehem.  This is the reason, that we celebrate Christmas.  Jesus is the reason, for the season.
Contrary, to what society teaches, today.  Shopping, should not be the first word, . . that comes to mind, . . when someone mentions, that Christmas, is coming soon.  I believe, that giving, to one another, is a good thing.  God 
wants us, to be giving people.  But, we need to be sure, to put Jesus, first, . . this, Christmas, and always.

It’s been said, that . . . “You can give, without loving, . . . but, you can’t love, without giving.”  Therefore, we 
should give, to others, out of love, . . . but, we should give, . . . even more, to Jesus, . . . because, we love 
Him, so.

(“What gift, will you bring to Jesus, . . . this Christmas?”)
***  This week, in our study, of His life, we want to fast forward, to when He was in His early 30’s, part of the three years of ministry, that marked His life, . . right before, He died on Calvary’s tree, to save us, from our sins.

We want to move forward, to a time, in His life, . . that, many miracles, . . . were being performed, . . everyday.  

Everywhere, that He went, . . . people, followed Him.  They were amazed, by His teachings, . . . and, the 
parables, that He told, . . . and, they were astounded, by the many people, . . . who were, being healed.

Everything, that He did, . . . everywhere, that, He went, . . . every life, that was touched, . . . was contrary, to the 
laws of nature.  He was supernatural, . . . He was superior, to nature, . . . He was, and is, the Son of God.

If time allowed, we could, possibly study, these miracles, of the life of Christ, . . . while, He was here, on this 
earth, . . . for many weeks.  But, this morning, we want to look at, what many believe, . . . was the 
greatest, or mightiest, . . . overcoming of nature, ever demonstrated, . . . the calming, . . . of the storm.

**  Again, many things, that Jesus did, and accomplished, while here on earth, . . was defiant, to nature.  He was born of a virgin, He was the Son of God, He was amazingly, full of wisdom, . . . and, power.  Power, to heal the 
sick, make the lame to walk, the blind to see, and even, raise the dead.  He literally, . . walked, on water.

He arose, from the dead, Himself.  (And, probably, even a greater miracle, than, even, . . calming the storm, was how He, who knew no sin, . . . became sin, for us, . . taking upon Himself, our punishment, and giving to us, His 
righteousness, and His very life.  Now, that’s, a miracle.)  He came, to take away, the sins, of the world. 

Even more awesome, and powerful, . . . than, all of the healings, and everything else, . . is the forgiving, and the cleansing from sin, that, not only, took place, back then, . . but, is still happening, today.  Jesus came, to save us, 
from, our sins.  (Have your sins, been forgiven?  Have you, ever sought, . . . His forgiveness?)  GOSPEL

**  Again, many of us, talk about, the calming of the storm, as one of the most powerful displays, of His mighty 
power, . . . ever recorded, . . . in the Word of God.  What awesome power, . . . this, must, have been.  

Can you even try, to begin, to imagine, what it must have been like, . . . to have witnessed, this event?

Matthew 8:18-27 – When Jesus, saw the crowd, around Him, He gave orders, to cross to the other side, of the 
lake.  Then, a teacher of the law, came to Him, and said, “Teacher, I will follow you, wherever you go,”  
Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air, have nests, but the Son of Man, has no place, to 
lay His head.”  Another disciple, said to Him, “Lord, first let me go, and bury my father.”  But Jesus told 
him, “Follow me, and let the dead, bury their own dead.”  Then, He got into the boat, and His disciples, 
followed Him.  Without warning, a furious storm, came up on the lake, so that the waves, swept over the 
boat.  But, Jesus was sleeping.  The disciples went, and woke Him, saying, . . . “Lord, save us!  We’re 
going, to drown!”  He replied, “You of little faith, . . . why are you, so afraid?”  Then, He got up, and 
rebuked the winds, and the waves, and it was completely calm.  The men were amazed, and asked.  
“What kind of man, is this?  Even the winds, and the waves, obey Him!”

What, an amazing story, . . . what, an amazing event, . . that, actually happened.  Jesus spoke, . . and, the winds, 
became, calm.  Even nature, . . . in it’s greatest fiery, . . . became, obedient, . . . when, Jesus, spoke.

**  Look back at verse 18, . . . and let’s take a look, at the details, . . . of this, spectacular event:

**  Verse 18, When He, saw the crowds, He gave orders, to go over, to the other side, of the lake.  Just, like, we 
have already mentioned, . . . wherever He went, there were crowds, of people.  He sometimes, had to try 
to get away, from the crowds, . . . so that, He could spend more time, teaching the disciples.

And, He gave “orders”, for them to go to the other side, of the lake.  Notice, that it said, . . that, He gave orders. (KJV – He gave commandment,)  It doesn’t say, . . that, He asked them, . . . could they?  It doesn’t say, that He 
asked, . . . what did the majority, want to do?  Instead, . . He gave orders.  He is God, He is deity, and He 
expects, others, . . to follow, His commands.  (What about, you and I, . . do we follow, His commands?)

**  Verses 19 – 21, show two examples, of responses, . . . that, He received, after giving, these orders.  These  
responses, may be very similar, to how, we respond, today, . . . when asked, . . . to follow Jesus.
**  First of all, a scribe, or a teacher of the law, offered to go with Him, (He said, “I will go with you, wherever 
you go.”) . . . but, Jesus evidently saw, in this proposal, however, . . . a failure, to estimate fully, . . . the 
rigors, . . . of true discipleship.

We must, be sincere, and weigh the costs, of total commitment, to Christ, before prematurely, jumping the gun. 
Jesus, Knew that this offer, was not sincere.  He even, knows our thoughts.  He, even, Knows, when we 
are sincere, . . . and, when, we are not.

Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross, daily, and follow me.”  
True discipleship, takes more than, half-hearted effort.  To follow Jesus, we must, give Him, . . . our all.


Are we willing, to give Him, our all, . . . this, Christmas?

CHIP KIRK (Re: Missionary, recently killed.):  “I just flew back to Atlanta, this morning, from Seattle, . . . after 
attending, the memorial service, for Bonnie Witherall.  It was the first service, I’d ever been to, . . . for a 
martyr – one killed, for her faith.  Cheap talk, and compromised walk, had no place there.  Three bullets 
to the head, of a dear thirty-one year old woman, whose only crime, was loving Jesus, and the Lebanese 
people.  This tragedy, shatters, pious platitudes, slick sermons, empty theology, . . . and, easy believism.  
Bonnie’s martyrdom, slammed me again, with the reality, of what gut level, flat out, raw reality of living 
for Jesus, at full throttle, . . . with your whole heart, soul, mind and strength, is all about.  

Half-
Heartedly singing, “I Surrender All”, in the warm light, of stained glass, is one thing, . . . but, living it, 
while staring down the cold steel, of a gun barrel, quickly sorts out the reality, . . . of our commitment.  
Bonnie, . . . surrendered all.  Will, we?  Are, we?   

(This puts it, all in perspective, doesn’t it?)
Jesus knew the heart, of this scribe, who wasn’t, quite sincere, . . . in his effort, to verbalize, his desire, to follow Jesus.  You know, it can be easy, to say, that we will follow Jesus, or that we will do this or that, but, He knows, our heart.  Will we, really, do it?  Are we, doing it?  Are we willing, to follow Him, no matter what, . . the cost?

******  The second one, . . . to offer, to go with Jesus, first wanted, . . . to go, and bury, his father.  Now, that 
definitely, seems to me, . . . to be legitimate business, that, needed to, be taken care of.  But, Jesus said, 
“Follow me, . . . now.” 
 (Jesus saw, in the man’s hesitation, . . . a weakness, of allegiance.)

When we, are called by God, to go, . . . when, He gives us, this order, this command, . . . then, we must, drop everything, and go.  Even, when it doesn’t seem logical, to go, . . . we must go.  And, then, we can trust Him, 
to take care of all the details, no matter how small, or how great.  It all boils down, to us, trusting Him.

*  So, then, they got in the boat, and headed, to the other side, of the lake.  Verses 23-24 – Then, He got into the 
boat, and His disciples, followed Him.  Without warning, a furious storm, came up on the lake, so that 
the waves, swept over the boat.  But, Jesus, . . . was sleeping.”
Two things, that we could, quickly speculate:  1)  If they had of just obeyed, His original orders, and got in the boat, . . . instead, of bellyaching, all kinds of excuses, . . . then, they might have made it, over to the other side, 
. . . before, the storm hit.  (We waste so much, . . . of His time, . . . and, our time, . . questioning, His intentions.  Don’t we?  Instead, we just, need to, obey, quit beating around the bush, and submit, to His will, for our lives.)

2)  All this bellyaching, probably made Jesus say, . . . “I’m just going, to take a nap.  All you guys, jawing and 
complaining, . . . is wearing me out.  I’m just, going to go, to sleep.”

(My kids, . . fussing!)
**  And, then, here come the storms, . . . and, the disciples, got scared, really scared.  (Isn’t this, what happens 
to us, . . . when, the storms of life, . . . come our way?  We get scared, . . . and, we go running, to Jesus.)  
Verse 25 – “The disciples went, and woke Him, saying, “Lord, save us!  We’re going, to drown!”
Lord, . . save us!  I want us, to try to imagine, what this storm, was like.  Can you remember, some time, in your 
life, that you were in the fiercest weather storm, . . that you had ever seen?  If you are like me, there may 
be several times, that come to your mind.  (MY STORM:  One step forward, . . . and, three steps back.)

Now, think about, that storm, that you were in.  What power, must have been packed, in those winds, and in that 
driving rain, . . . and, the lightening, and the claps, of roaring thunder.  And, then, . . . to make it a little 
worse, . . . try to imagine, . . . being in a boat, . . . on the water.  (“. . . the waves, swept over, the boat.”)
These guys, were truly, in fear, . . . for their life.  And, then, Jesus rebuked the winds, and the sea, . . . and, there 
was, a great calm.  One of the greatest, exhibitions of power, by our Savior, Jesus Christ, . . . that, wasn’t 
only contrary to nature, . . . but, literally, . . . controlled nature, . . . in it’s fiercest moment.

Can we even begin, to imagine, what it would have been like, to have witnessed, . . . this, great event?  Another 
gospel, Mark 4:39, puts it this way:  “And, He arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, . . . 
‘Peace, . . . be still.’  And, the wind ceased, . . . and, there was a great calm.”
In a moment, in a blinking of the eye, He spoke, . . . and, then, there was instant, peace!  Perfect peace, . . . and, 
there was, . . . a great calm.  Nature, curled up, and, laid down, . . . like a frightened, little furry kitten.

*  There is a reason, that for the last two weeks, I have been bringing this story, back to the defiance, of nature.  
Several times, . . . we have talked about, how nature, has taken a second seat, . . . to the things, of God.  
He is, over and above, . . . and, superior, to nature, . . . and, all of it’s element.

There’s a reason, that I have been building up to something, . . . that, I want to share with you, . . . this morning.  
It’s something, that God laid, on my heart, a few weeks ago, as I pondered, this great truth, of how the 
storms, . . . were calmed, . . . by this One, . . . called Jesus.

And, this revelation, . . . or, this truth, has been very humbling, to me.  And, I hope, that it will be you, as well:  
If, even the fiercest storm, that you and I, have ever witnessed, can be controlled by Jesus, . . . if even a 
tornado, and a hurricane, can instantly, be calmed, . . . by being obedient, to His command, . . .  then . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . then who are we, . . . who are you and I , . . . to not, be obedient, to Him?  Who, are we?

Are we, stronger, . . . than nature?  Is our, will power, more magnificent, than the greatest winds, and storms of 
nature?  Are we mightier, than a storm, . . . that, can literally, level an entire neighborhood, or a city?
Who are we, to actually have the gall, to look at Jesus, and say, . . . “No.”, . . . or, to say, “Well, I don’t know, 
about, that one.  I’ll have to, think about it, . . . or, to say, “Maybe, later, but, not, right now.  I’ll have to, 
do so and so, first” . . . or, “Let me check, my agenda, first.”  “Let me, . . . check, my calendar.”

**  God gave us, a free will, to be obedient, to His commands, or to reject His commands.  We can even choose, to believe in His Son, and accept Him, as our personal Savior, . . . or, we can, reject Him.  We are free, to make these kind, of devastating choices, in life, . . . that, will effect us, for all of eternity.  And, it’s totally, . . up to us.  
Why can’t we, be like the waves?  Why can’t we be, that obedient, that when He speaks, we say, okay.  “I will 
do whatever, it is that you want me to do, Lord.  I will even go, wherever it is, that you want me to go.”

“I’m not going, to hold back anything, . . even if it includes, my family, even my children, or my grandchildren, even if it includes, my money.  I’m not, holding back, anything.  “I’m yours, Lord.  I’ll do, whatever, you ask.”

****  Can we, be that obedient, this morning?  Can we be that obedient, this Christmas?  Can we, bow down, in 
humility, and in worship, . . and, be obedient, to His commands?  Can we become calm, like the storms?

**  Remember, last week’s text, . . . after the angel, shook Mary’s world, . . by informing her, that she had been chosen, to give birth, to baby Jesus, though, she was a virgin.  What was, her response?  Did she, find a million 
reasons, why someone else, should be chosen, instead of her?  (After all, her reputation, . . . was at stake.

She wasn’t, . . . even, married, yet.)
No, instead, listen to her words.  “I am the Lord’s servant,”  Mary answered.  “May, it be to me, as you have 
said.”  Mary, . . . just, like, the storms of nature, . . . chose, to be, . . . obedient.

**  And, the results, of this type of  obedience, . . . whether it be, the strongest storms of nature, . . or, the virgin 
Mary, . . . or, you and I, today, . . . is, PERFECT PEACE!  That’s, your reward, . . . perfect peace!
“The Life of Christ” – Part 3

Jesus was _______________.  He was superior to nature.

The greatest overcoming of nature was the calming of the _________.

Matthew 8:18-27 – When Jesus saw the crowd around Him, He gave orders to cross to the other side of the lake.  Then a teacher of the law came to Him and said, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go,”  Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay His head.”  Another disciple said to Him, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.”  But Jesus told him, “Follow me and let the dead bury their own dead.”  Then He got into the boat and His disciples followed Him.  Without warning a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat.  But, Jesus was sleeping.  The disciples went and woke Him, saying, “Lord, save us!  We’re going to drown!”  He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?”  Then He got up and rebuked the winds and the waves and it was completely calm.  The men were amazed and asked.  “What kind of man is this?  Even the winds and the waves obey Him!”

We must weigh the cost of total _______________.

Jesus said, follow me _______.

When the storms of life come our way, we get __________ and go 
running to ________.

One of the greatest exhibitions of power by our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that wasn’t only contrary to nature, but literally ___________ 
nature in it’s fiercest moment
Mark 4:39 – “__________ be ________.”

Who are you and I to not be ___________ to Him?

The result of this type of ___________ is perfect _________.
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