Part 1 – “The Crucifixion” 

Isaiah 53:1-12 & John 17








This morning, . . . Part 1 – “The Crucifixion”, . . . and, then, in 2 weeks, . . . on Easter Sunday, . . . Part 2 – “The 
Resurrection.”  Two parts, of the same story, . . . the crucifixion, . . . and, then, the resurrection, of Jesus 
Christ.  One, without the other, does not tell, the whole story.  One, without the other, . . . nullifies both.

**  A week and a half ago, several of us, from this church, came together, and, saw the movie, entitled, . . . “The Passion of Christ”, which was a horrific, documentary, of the crucifixion, of Jesus Christ.  (Others of you, may 
have seen it, at some other time, in the last few years.  Some of you, may want to see it, in the future. ) 

Some, may have chosen, not to see it.  I’ve heard some, that have stated, . . . that, they are afraid, that it would 
upset them, too much, . . . if, they were to see it.  And, I’ve even heard of stories, . . . of people literally 
running out, . . . during the movie, because it was just, . . . too much, to handle.    

I tip my hat, to those, who choose not to see it, . . . or, the many of us, that did become, quite emotional, during 
the viewing, of this tragic scene.  Because, I believe, that it’s not just, the horrific nature, of the violence, 
that is portrayed, that upsets us, . . but, the fact, that this is our Savior, and our Lord, Jesus Christ, that is 
depicted, in this terrible suffering, that He endured, . . in our behalf.  (It is, a true story.  It's not, fiction!)

Yes, He suffered, this horrendous torture, and shameful death, upon the cross, to pay for the sins of this world, which includes, the sins of you and me.  (It wasn’t the Jews, that killed Jesus, . . and, it wasn’t the Romans, that 
killed Jesus.  It was all, . . because, of my sin, and your sin, . . that, He endured, this undue punishment.)   

He died, to save us, from our sins.  And, He died a terrible, and obnoxious death, . . . because, He loved us, that much.  He could have, called 10,000 angels!  He could of simply turned, and walked away, and said, “No, . . . this, isn’t fair.  I’ve lived, a perfect life.  I’ve never sinned, . . . so, why should I, have to go through with this.”    


(He should, . . . have quit.  He should, have opened, His mouth.  No one, . . . would have, blamed Him.)    

But, no, He loved us, too much.  He volunteered, to pay a debt, that, we could not pay.  He knew, that the wages of sin, . . was death.  And, He chose to die, in our stead.  And, all of this, . . . is what makes it possible, for us to receive, the forgiveness of our sins, and to by faith, trust in Him, as our personal Savior, and inherit, eternal life.  

**  He was obedient, all the way, to the cross.  In one of the gospels, Luke wrote, that Jesus, reveals Himself, in the breaking, of the bread.  "The Passion of the Christ", . . . shows, . . . that bread (His body) , . . . being broken.    

What about you, today?  Have you, accepted, this free gift, of salvation?  Are you, saved?  If not, then what, are you, waiting on?  Have you not heard, that He died for you, upon that cross?  (Maybe, you’ve heard it, but, it’s just not, quite sunk in, what that means.  Watch the movie, and you will see, just how much, that He loves you.)     

Is it really, just a movie?  Well yes, and no.  This movie, is a vivid picture, into the physical, and emotional, and 
spiritual dynamics, . . . of Jesus' great sacrifice, for our sin.  It will thrill you, . . . it will frighten you, . . . 
it will deeply sadden you, . . . it will sicken you, . . . and, it will anger you.  But, most of all, . . . it will, 
move you.  (It will burden you, . . . because, of your own part, . . . in the drama.  That, . . . of your sin.) 

I heard one person, say, “I don’t have to go see the movie, I’ve read the book.”  Well, amen!  Praise the Lord, that, we do, have the book, that clearly records, the gospel of Jesus Christ—His death, burial, and resurrection.    

I pray, that this movie, will stir the church, from it's sleep, with a renewed vigor, to share the message, of God's great sacrifice, . . and, the price, that His grace, paid for our sin.  I pray, that it will be a wake-up call, for every 
individual believer, and every local church.  (We need to wake up, and realize, that others, need Jesus.)

**  Again, part two of this sermon, is coming in two weeks, on Easter Sunday, when we look into, His glorious  
resurrection.  (Plan to be here, on Easter, and bring someone with you, . . that, needs to hear, the gospel.)

**  This morning, we want to look, into the book, that this movie, was made from, . . . the Bible, the Holy Bible, 
the holy, and infallible, inerrant, Word of God.  (As violent, and as graphic, as this movie was, . . I don’t 
believe, that it touched the surface, on how much, Jesus really suffered, when He died, upon that cross.)

Theologians predict, that Jesus was on the cross, . . for any where, from six, to twelve hours, . . before, He died.  
The movie, only lasted, . . . two hours.  It only captured, just a small percentage, . . of what, He suffered.     

I heard, another Pastor say, that “it probably depicted, about as much suffering, that Jesus, had to go through, . .  
just, to pay for my sin, . . . and, my sin, alone.  But, can you imagine, . . to pay, for the sin, of billions?”  

I immediately, began to think, of all my sin, . . past, and present, . . much of which, or should I say, all of which, 
has already, been pardoned.  My sin, alone, was enough, . . to crucify Him.  He did it all, . . just, for me.

(I think about, my sin of today, and tomorrow, . . . as much as, my sin, of yesterday.)

But, the reason, for the shortfall, of this film, . . . depicting it all, is for us, to take into consideration, what took 
place, when because of our sin, God turned His back, upon His Son.  This was the emotional suffering, 
that, our Lord, experienced, and endured, as a result, of our sin.  This fact alone, was worse, than all, the 
physical pain.  

He was suspended, between, Heaven and earth, . . . rejected, . . . by both.  
**  Again, it’s in the book.  We’ve read it, and we’ve studied it, and we’ve heard, sermons preached on it, and Sunday School lessons.  But, if you are like me, after witnessing this movie, . . . I have a renewed passion, and 
love, . . . for my Savior.  I love Him, more, today, . . . than, ever before.  (He shed, His blood, . . for me.) 

And yet, I’ve been saved, since 1969.  I’ve been saved, for over 43 years.  Why, I don’t even look that old, do I?  
(New way, of telling your age, . . . since, second birth.)  How long, have you been saved?  (Well, I was 
saved, as a result, . . . of what Christ did for me, . . . on that cross, . . . 2000 years ago.)

**  This morning, I want us to paint a picture, of a timeline.  Use your imagination, and think about, these dates and times, with me:  I was saved 43 years ago, as a result of what He did for me, . . 2000 years ago.  (And, you, 
may have been saved, 50 years ago, or 10 years ago or 2 years ago, or maybe even just, 2 weeks ago.)

And, yet we just saw, this movie, . . . that dramatically, changed our lives, . . maybe, a week ago, or last year, or whenever.  But, we had, read the book, and that, is what led us, to the knowledge, that He died, for us.  (So you got 43 years ago, or ever how long you’ve been saved, you got 2000 years ago, and you got last week—movie.)

Look with me, at Isaiah Chapter 53.  This is amazing!  This talks about, the cross, and what Jesus went through, . . . and, yet, this passage of scripture, was written, about 2600 – 2700 years ago.  Yes, 600 – 700 years before, it 
actually happened.  And, listen, to how precise, is it’s description, of what took place, . . upon the cross.

Isaiah 53:1-12 – Who has believed our message, and to whom has the arm of the Lord, been revealed? 2He 
grew up, before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty, 
to attract us to Him, nothing in His appearance, that we should desire Him. 3He was despised, and 
rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one, from whom men hide their 
faces, He was despised, and we esteemed Him not.  
4Surely, He took up our infirmities, and carried our sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken by God, smitten 
by Him, and afflicted. 5But, He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment, that brought us peace, was upon Him, and by His wounds, we are healed. 6We all, like 
sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him, the 
iniquity of us all. 

7He was oppressed and afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth; He was led like a lamb, to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep, before her shearers is silent, so He did not open His mouth. 8By oppression and judgment, 
He was taken away. And, who can speak of His descendants? For He was cut off from the land, of the 
living; for the transgression of my people, He was stricken. 9He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 
and with the rich in His death, though He had done no violence, nor was any deceit, in His mouth. 

10Yet, it was the Lord's will, to crush Him, and cause Him to suffer, and though the Lord, makes His life a guilt 
offering, He will see His offspring, and prolong His days, and the will of the Lord, will prosper in His 
hand. 11After, the suffering of His soul, He will see the light [of life], and be satisfied; by His 
knowledge, my righteous servant will justify many, and He will bear their iniquities. 12Therefore, I will 
give Him a portion among the great, and He will divide the spoils with the strong, because He poured 
out His life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For He bore the sin of many, and 
made intercession for the transgressors.

What, an amazing passage of scripture, that was written, by the prophet Isaiah, because, He was inspired, to do so, by God Himself, . . . and, this was written, several hundred years, . . . before it actually, came to pass.  (What a vivid picture, of what we saw last week, in that movie, . . . and, yet, this was written before, it ever happened.)

How could this be?  How could it have been, so vividly described, in such detail, . . . before, it ever happened?  


"He was despised, and rejected by men.  He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment, that brought us peace, was upon Him, and by His wounds, we are healed."

What He went through, the tragic, and horrendous suffering, . . is what, has brought us, peace.  He was pierced, He was crushed, for our iniquities.  By His stripes, and His wounds, are we healed, from our sins.  He did this, though we were His enemies, dying in our sin.  He loved us, this much.  He shed, His blood, . . . upon the cross.  

He was led like a lamb, to the slaughter, and as a sheep, before her shearers is silent, so He did not, . . . open His 
mouth.  What an act of humility, that we cannot, even comprehend.  It was the Lord's will, to crush 
Him, and cause Him to suffer.  God did this, for us, though this, was His only Son.  For, He bore the sin 
of many, and made intercession, for the transgressors.  He paid, our sin debt, . . that we, might have life.  

"And, you mean to tell me, that even God the Father, knew about it, before it happened?"  Yes, not only, when the prophet Isaiah, spoke of this, several hundred years, before Christ, went to Calvary, . . . But, God the Father, knew about it, before the creation, of the world!  It was planned, . . even, then.  Are you washed, in the blood?
** This timeline, that we have spoke about, this morning, even goes back to before, the creation of the world.      

Today, or last week, . . . the day of your salvation, . . . the main event, 2000 years ago, . . . prophesied 2600 – 2700 years ago, . . and, it was planned, before creation!  Let me take you, to one more stop, . . on this time line.

****  What about, the night before?  What about the night before, Christ was crucified, to pay for the sins, of this world?  (I had no idea, that this is how the movie, would begin, . . with, Jesus praying, . . the night, before.)  

But, I do strongly believe, that before Christ, went to that cross, to die a criminal's death, . . . that He had, you 
and me, . . . upon, His mind.  (Now, that's cute to think, you might say, . . . but, how can you, prove it?)

Well, I can, . . . prove to you, that He prayed for you, . . and, He prayed for me, . . that night.  So, He must have 
had us on His mind, . . . in order to have, prayed for us.  John Chapter 17, the entire chapter, is a prayer, 
by the Lord Jesus Christ, . . . that, He prayed, in anguish, before He laid down His life, . . upon the cross.

Turn to, John 17.  We won't take the time, to read the whole chapter, . . but you can study it, this week, at home.  This prayer, this chapter of God's Word, that is referred to, as "Christ's high priestly, intercessory prayer", . . can be divided, into three parts.  V. 1 – 5, Jesus prays, for Himself.  V. 6 – 19, Jesus prays, for His disciples.  And, 
in, V. 20 – 26, Jesus prays, for all believers, . . . of all time.  (That, my friend, . . includes, you, and me!)

**  Jesus, had every right, to just pray, for Himself, . . and, Himself, alone.  Look at what, lay ahead.  In verse 1, 
"Father, the time, has come.  Glorify your Son, that your Son, may glorify you."  He knew, . . . what 
was soon, to take place, . . . and, He did it, anyway.  He loved us, . . . that much.

In verses 17 & 18, Jesus spoke, of His disciples.  "Sanctify them by the truth; your Word is truth. 18As you sent 
me into the world, I have sent them, into the world."  Jesus prayed for, . . the work that lie ahead, for the 
disciples, and He promised them, the Holy Spirit, to come and guide them, and even teach them, more.

And, then, in the last few verses of this chapter, this awesome prayer, that Jesus prayed to His Father, before He was crucified, Jesus prayed, for all believers, . . of all time.  That, I pray, includes you.  Verse 20 – "My prayer, 
is not, for them alone.  I pray, also, for those, who will believe in me, . . . through, their message."
****  What a great addition, to this timeline, that, we are building today.  (I was saved, many years ago, . . . but, 
this movie, that I saw last week, . . . changed my life, forever.  This act of love, this crucifixion, . . . took 
place, over 2000 years ago, . . . but, Isaiah wrote about it, several hundred years, before that.)  

God knew about it, and actually planned it, thousands of years before that, before the creation of the world.  He knew, way ahead of time, that there would come a day, . . . that, without Jesus, we would be hopeless, . . . that, 
we would be dead, in our transgressions, and sins.  And, He cared enough, . . . to give us, His only Son.    

**  But, more awesome, than anything, . . . Jesus had me, and you, upon His mind, . . . the night before, He was crucified.  Why, I believe, that He actually had us, on His mind, . . . when He was hanging, on that cross.  And, I believe, that He could literally, see our faces.  (I can't, back that up, with scripture, but, that's, just how, I feel.)      

Isn't that amazing, to think about, this morning?  Jesus did this, . . for you!  And, He did this, . . for me!  It is my prayer, that every single one of us, here this morning, knows Him personally, as our Savior.  Have you accepted Him, yet?  Have you sought the forgiveness, of your sins, and trusted in Him?  If not, then come, this morning.

And, if you are saved, then what about those, who are around you?  What about those, who are in your family, 


those that you work with, and go to school with, . . . or, those that you live close to, and are friends with?  

*****  Before we close in prayer, and then sing a hymn of invitation, this morning, . . . I want to give, some of 
you, a chance, to say something, about this Jesus, that died for you.  Many of us, came to see this movie, 
. . . last week.  Others, may have seen it, another time.  (Others, may have just, . . . read the book.)

*  Briefly, . . . whoever, wants to say something, stand and take a few moments, and speak about the movie, . . . 
or, better yet, . . . about your Savior.  If you've not, seen the movie, . . . have you read, the book?
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