“Stealing Away our Joy” – May 20, 2012 SBC  

John10:10

(PROPS:  Picture of Jesus holding lamb and statue!)
**  In 1991, the Atlanta Braves, should have won the World Series.  In the 8th inning of the final game, Lonnie 
Smith should have scored from 1st base, when Terry Pendleton hit a deep shot, . . . into left center field.  
Smith didn’t score, . . . because, he was deceived, by 2nd baseman, Chuck Knoblach, and shortstop Greg 
Gagne.  The two Minnesota Twins, pretended to be turning a double play, . . . and, Smith was duped.  
Because, the deception, forced him, to temporarily stop at second base, . . . he ended up at third base, rather than 
home plate.  He was left stranded on third, and did not score, what would have been the winning run.  
Deception, is costly.  Satan, continues to attempt, his deceptive antics, in hopes, of preventing us, from 
crossing home plate.  The best way to avoid such defeat, is to keep our eyes, . . . on the all knowing base 
coach.  He always knows, which way, . . . we need to go.  

In my opinion, . . . deception, is the number one tool, of our enemy, the devil.  He can accomplish so much, in 
his battle, against people, . . . whether, they be lost, or saved, . . . by, deception.  Deceiving people, into 
believing his lies, . . . rather, than, . . . the truth, of God.  

John 10:10 – “The thief comes, only to steal, and kill, and destroy;  I have come, that they may have life, and 
have it to the full.”  (KJV – “That, they might have life, and that they might have it, more abundantly.”) 

Over the years, I have had more than one person, tell me, that they feel, . . as if they, have been abandoned, that 
they feel like, . . . God has turned, his back on them, . . . and, that, they are in this world, all alone.  

That is a lie!  These dear folks, . . . have been deceived, . . by the enemy.  I know this, because these people, are Christians.  There has come, a time in their life, that they have placed their faith and trust, in the precious Son of 
God, Jesus Christ, . . . the Lamb of God, who came, and laid down his life, . . . that, we might be saved.  

Once, we have done that, once, we have been saved, then, I promise you, that your Heavenly Father, will never, turn His back, on you.  Now, we may go through some very tough times, because we live in a fallen world, a sin 
tainted world.  And, we have an enemy, . . . called, the devil.  And, He is, a liar.  He is, . . . a deceiver.  

In Hebrews 13:5, we see that God, makes us a promise.  “Never, will I leave you, . . . never, will I forsake you.”   
God, does not lie.  So, who are you going to believe?  A Holy and righteous God, that loves us so much, 
that, He gave, His only Son, . . . or, Satan, who is also known, . . . as, the father of lies.
John 10:28-29 – “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them, out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them, out of my Father's hand.” 

That, is what I call, eternal security, . . . forever!  He’s not going to leave us, or turn His back on us.  Now, we 
may think, that, we can leave Him.  But, we can’t.  The Bible says, in Psalm 139, that there is no where, 
that, we can go, . . . to hide, from God.  Wherever we go, . . . there, He will be, . . . also.

Now, we may choose, to walk away from Him, and, turn to a sinful, and raucous lifestyle.  We may choose, to not nurture, a personal relationship with Him, by not praying, not reading the Bible, . . or, going to church.  We may choose, to not be obedient to Him, for a season, but He still, will not abandon you, . . if you belong to Him.  

GOSPEL:  But, on the other hand, if you are not saved, if you have never, asked the Lord, to forgive you of all 
of your sins, past, present and future, . . . then, that means, . . . that, you are lost.  You don’t, belong to 
the Lord, . . . and, you are out there, all alone, . . . in a cruel, and ruthless world. 

If you are here, and you have never trusted in Jesus Christ, as your personal Savior, . . . you, can do that, today.  
You can pray a simple prayer, acknowledging that you are a sinner, . . . and, asking for the forgiveness, 
of your sins, and, you can be saved, and, then, . . . He, will never, . . . abandon you.  

God will watch over you, and take care of you, and your every need, for all of eternity.  Jesus came, and died 
for us, to pay for our sins, that we might have, eternal life, . . . and, that we might have, abundant life.

*  Basically, what we are talking about, is the difference in the truth, and untruth, . . . truth, and deception.  God, is full, of truth.  The devil, is full of lies.  Jesus said, . . . in John 8:32 – “Then, you will know the truth, . . .  
and, the truth will set you free."  Jesus came, to give us truth, and to set us free, . . from everything false. 

But, unfortunately, because, we still live, in a sin tainted world, . . . we are continuously, being attacked, by the 
father of lies.  Satan is going to lie to us, and try his best, to steal away from us, . . this abundant life, that 
Christ, has so freely given, to those of us, that belong to Him.  The devil wants to, steal away, our joy.  

He is a liar, and a thief, and a murderer.  John 10:10 – “The thief comes, only to steal, and kill, and destroy, . . .”

If you are not saved, then he will lie to you, and distract you, and do all that he can, to see to it, that you 
never, trust in Christ, . . . and, then, you will wind up, spending eternity, in a terrible place, called hell.

Please, do no not let him, fool you.  Jesus loves you, and Jesus came, to give you life, and to set you free, from these nasty lies, that the devil, is telling you.  Satan, is most likely telling you, that you are okay, without Jesus.  
You don’t need, this religion stuff.  He wants to lie to you, and destroy you, . . . and, eventually kill you.  
If the devil, can lie to you, and deceive you, right into hell, by keeping you, from trusting in Christ, . . and, then, keep you, from telling others, about Jesus.  If he can take you down, . . then, he can take down others, with you.  Those, closest to you.  Don’t let him do it.  Listen, to the truth!  Truth, from God, that will literally, set you free.  

**  If you are here, this morning, and you have been deceived, . . . and, you have never accepted Christ, as your Savior, . . . then, you are surrounded, by a bunch of folks, . . that, have been saved.  We know this truth, that, 
has set us free, . . . and, that has given to us, . . . eternal life, and abundant life.  We know, . . . the truth.  

*  And yet, even as Christians, . . we are constantly being bombarded, with lies, . . . from, the enemy.  Lies, that tell us, that we are guilty, . . . when actually, we are clothed, in the very righteousness, of Christ.  Lies that tell us, that we are useless, and worthless, in the eyes, of God, . . when actually, we are priceless, to Him.  (Stench!)  

The Bible, says that, we are a sweet fragrance, unto the Lord, because, we are His children, . . . adopted, in to 
His family, because of the sacrifice, of His Son.  We are the bride of Christ, . . . the church, redeemed, 
by the cleansing of His blood.  We are a chosen, . . . and, a special people.  

Satan, wants us to think, that God, . . is a mean, strict, judgmental God, . . . that, is ashamed of us, when we fail 

Him, . . . when actually, He loves us, so unconditionally, . . . that, He loves us, even when we fail Him.  


MY SISTER:  When counseling, taking history, draw pictures of God, striking us down, with lightning 
bolts.  What kind of picture of God, would you draw?  (Good Shepherd Picture, . . . in our house.)
Satan wants us, to get down on ourselves, and think, that no one else cares, when they do care.  We are the body of Christ, and we love one another, and we are family.  Satan, wants us, to get our feelings hurt, at one another, 
so, that we will feel, like we are alone, when actually, we are together, as brothers and sisters, in Christ.  

*  We must, as Christians, as precious children of God, realize the difference, in the truth, . . and, the deception, 
of the enemy.  If the devil, can keep us down, and believing his lies, . . . that, we are worthless, that we 
are unloved, . . . then, he can render us, ineffective, . . . in reaching others, for Christ.
He has already, lost us, to the Lord.  We are saved, and on our way, to heaven.  And, he doesn’t want us, to take anyone else, with us.  And, he will not let up, telling you, lie after lie, . . . even though, you belong, to the Lord.  

And, he doesn’t want us to enjoy, . . . the redemption, that we have.  God has forgiven us, . . . but, he wants us, 
to feel guilty.  He doesn’t want us, to enjoy the abundant Christian life, . . that, Jesus came, to give to us.  
He doesn’t want us, to be free, . . . he wants, to keep us trapped, . . . believing, his deception.  

We must, wake up!  We must wake up, and listen, to what God is saying to us.  That, can be the difference, in trusting in this truth, that has come, to set us free, . . . or, going through life, believing a bunch of junk, that has been made up, . . by the devil.  He has come to steal, kill, and destroy.  He wants to shatter, . . . our, self-esteem.

Even as Christians, . . . Satan wants, to kill us.  He can’t, stand us.  He hates us, more than he does, lost people.  
Because, he can’t touch us, . . as far as our eternal destiny, is concerned.  And, he wants to take us down, 
and, make us believe his lies, . . . and, make us, be miserable.

Well, I don’t know about you, . . . but, I don’t want to be miserable.  I want to accept the truth, of God’s Word, trust in it, completely, and be free.  Free, from the burden of sin, . . . and, free from the deception and lies, of the devil.  I want to enjoy, the abundant life, that Jesus came, to give to us, . . not, just in heaven, but, here and now.  

ILLUSTRATION:  One way, that the devil likes to get to us, is by distracting us.   There is an old story, that the 
devil and his demons, had a meeting, to plan strategy, against the church, of Jesus Christ.  They plotted, 
and they planned.  This is what, they came up with:
“We can’t keep them from going to church, or reading their Bibles, but we can steal their time.  We can distract them, keeping them busy, with the non-essentials of life, and do all we can, to occupy their minds.  Tempt them to spend, spend, spend, and borrow, borrow, borrow.  That way, they will be forced, to work long hours, 6 or 7 days a week, so they can afford, their empty lifestyles.  Keep them, from spending time, with their children.”

“Over stimulate their minds, so that they cannot hear, the small still voice, of the Lord. Entice them to play the 
radio, when they drive.  To keep the TV, VCR, CD’s, and their computers on, at all times.  Pound their 
minds with the news, every moment of every day.  Fill their lives with all types of recreation, so they’ll 
be too busy, to worship their God.  Etc., etc., etc.,” . . . and, the story goes on and on.  You get, the drift.  

**  I know about, the deception of the devil, . . . first hand.  He deceived me, into falling into sin, and wandering 
away from the Lord, for many years, . . . though, I was saved.  (I threw away, . . . 13 years, of my life!)
**  SEVERAL STATEMENTS, THAT ARE TRUTH, 7 POINTS 
1)  In order, to believe the truth, . . . we must, . . . know, the truth.  
Do you, know Jesus?  Do you, know Him, as your personal Savior?  If you do, have you grown, as a Christian?  
How well, do you know Him?  How much time, do you spend, with Jesus, . . . each week, . . . each day?

We need to know, . . . the Word of God.  We should be, under sound preaching, and teaching, in a local church.  
But, we should also, . . . be digging into it, at home, . . . on our own.  

If we know, the Word of God, . . . then, when Satan comes attacking us, and lying to us, . . . we can lean upon, 

1 John 4:4, which says, this great truth:  “Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.”

If we are saved, then we are indwelt, with the very life of Christ, in the person of the Holy Spirit.  Far greater is 
He, that is in us, . . . than, “ole slue foot.”  That’s what I call the lying, deceiving scum, . . . that, I cannot 
stand.  I hate his guts, . . . and, I think that it is okay, . . . for us to hate him.  
Ole slue foot!

He is a deceiver, and a liar, deceiving people, . . into hell.  And, if he can’t, do that, if we are already saved, . . . 
then, he will still, try to deceive us, into believing his lies, . . . rather, than the truth, of our loving Savior.  

2)  In order, to know the truth, . . . we must, . . . know, the Savior.  

Once again, if you have never been saved, if you have never been born again, then you will not, understand the 
truth.  2 Corinthians 4:4 – “The god of this age, has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot 
see, the light of the gospel, of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.”

You may not, understand it all now, but if you will just trust in Jesus, and accept Him as your Savior, then your eyes, . . . will be opened.  1 Corinthians 1:18 – “For the message of the cross, is foolishness, . . . to those, who 
are perishing, . . . but, to us who are being saved, it is the power of God.”

We all have seen first hand, how a non-believer, can be so confused, and be deceived by the devil, and he does 
not know, . . . what to believe.  Unless, he opens his eyes, to the truth, . . . he will die, . . . without Jesus.  
We need to pray, that God will use us, . . . to help open others eyes, . . . to the truth, of the gospel.  

3) Once, we know the Savior, . . . we must, . . . know, the Word of God. 
If we, as children of God, want to know, how to enjoy the freedom, of being pardoned, from our sins, and enjoy 
the abundance of life, that He has given to us, . . . then, we must grow, and study the Word of God, . . . 
in order to know, how to fight off, . . . the deception, of the enemy.

2 Corinthians 2:11 – “In order that Satan, might not outwit us.  For we are not unaware, . . . of his schemes.” 

As maturing Christians, we should know better, than to fall, for the lies, of the enemy.  We should, know better.  
We know, he is going to attack.  We know, that he will never give up, . . . and that, he is ruthless.  
We must study, to show ourselves approved.  Look to God’s precious Word, . . which will guide us through life, 
and, prepare us for battle.  We must put on, the whole armor of God.  (Which leads to, . . the next point:)
4) Once, we now the Word of God, . . . we must, . . . be prepared for battle.
1 Peter 5:8 – “Be self-controlled, and alert.  Your enemy, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, looking 
for someone, to devour.”  We must, be prepared, . . . we must, be watchful!

We’ve been warned, over and over and over, in the Word of God, . . . that, there is, an enemy.  And, he has a 
legion of demons, . . . which, are working for him.  They will stop, at nothing, . . . to destroy us.

They are looking for unbelievers, to deceive into hell, . . . and, they are looking for believers, . . . to deceive into 
misery, and to deceive into ineffectiveness, for reaching others, for Christ.  (BOOK:  “Why Does the 
Devil, . . . Desire to Damn You?”)
5)  Once, we are prepared for battle, . . . we must, . . . know, the enemy.

It is not possible, to fight a battle, . . . effectively, . . . if we don’t know, who the enemy is.  We must know, who 
he is, and how he works, and how he thinks.  That, is our best defense, . . to learn of, his deceitful ways.  

Non-Christians, do not even know, that they have an enemy.  He has blinded, their eyes, . . . to the truth.  They 
don’t even know, . . . that, they have the need, of a Savior.  Unless, we tell them, . . . they are hopeless.

Believers, need to learn, his tricks.  We know, that he is going to tempt us, into sin.  He is most likely, going to 
hit us, . . . at our weakest point.  He knows what area of sin, that we are most vulnerable to, . . . which is 
different, . . . for each one of us.  We must, keep our eyes on Jesus, . . . and, stand firm, against evil.  

**  Our nation, is currently involved in a war, . . . against terrorism.  And, we are busy, learning the enemy, and 
learning their tactics, . . . of what might be next.  If we just, set up troops at our borders, and did nothing, 
. . . to counter-attack the enemy, . . . we would be an easy target, . . . for more aggression.

6) Once, we now the enemy, . . . we must, . . . know, who is on our side.  Jesus is, . . . on our side!!!  Amen?
If we are saved, then we are on, . . . the winning team.  The end results, have already, been determined.  We can 
look at, . . the end of the book, the Word of God, and see, that the enemy, . . . has already, been defeated.  
He was defeated, . . . at the cross.  Jesus won, by a landslide, . . . and, we are on the winning team.

Baseball players, which are traded to the Atlanta Braves, usually, become better players, than they were before, 
because, they are now, on a winning team.  Being among other winners, and professionals, at the game, 
it just does something, for your confidence, . . . to know, you are going to win.  In the end, . . . we win!  

Which leads up to the final, . . . and, most important point:  

7) Even more so, than knowing the enemy, and knowing who is on our side, . . we must know, who we are.
Do you know, . . . who you are?  Do you really comprehend, . . . just, who you are?  Can you, . . . for just, a few 
moments, forget about, . . . who you think, that you are, . . . in, your own eyes?

Can you forget about, and block out all of the lies, that Satan has fed you, over the years, and try to allow Jesus 
to show you, who you are, . . . in His eyes?  Can you put aside, all the depressed feelings, . . . and, 
inadequacy, that you think, is you, . . . and, hear the truth, for just a few moments?

Just like, those baseball players, that get traded to a winner, and become better, at their game, . . . what about 
those soldiers, that are fighting against terrorism, . . . for the greatest country, on the face of this earth?
Don’t you think, that they are more confident, and believe in themselves, more than others, . . . because they can 
say, “We are, Americans!”  They are a part, of the greatest, . . and, best equipped, . . and most intelligent 
forces, . . . ever, . . . to go to battle.  

**  If you are a Christian, . . . then, this is who you are:
When your Heavenly Father, looks down upon you, . . . He sees, his child, . . . that, He chose to adopt, into His 
family.  He loves you so much, that He gave, and He gave, and He gave, . . . and, He continues, to give!

When He looks down at you and me, He sees us, just as righteous, as Jesus Christ.  We have been given, His 
righteousness.  The Bible says, that we are joint heirs, with Christ.  Everything, that is His, . . . is ours!  

He loves us unconditionally, even, when we fail Him.  Does He want us to do right, and live obedient, to Him?  
Yes, but mostly, so that He can bless us, . . . with all that He has planned, for our abundant lives.

He wants to use, each one of us, for His honor and glory, and to reach others, with His goodness, . . . if, we will 
just, let Him.  If we will just, trust in Him, completely, and believe Him, . . . in who we are, . . . and, stop 
believing the lies, . . . that, Satan bombards us with, every day.  
(STATUE!)
**  It boils down, to what you know!  Jesus said, “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
Who are you, . . . going to believe?  A known, habitual liar, . . . or, your loving, Heavenly Father?  Jesus gave 
us, . . . a life of joy.  Don’t let, the enemy, . . . steal it, away.  
The next time, you begin to feel inadequate, or unloved, or tempted to do something, you know you shouldn’t 
do, . . . realize it is a lie.  It is, . . . not true.  
He will tell you, all kinds of lies, to discourage you and defeat you, if we let him.  But, we know better, because, 
we know the truth, . . . and, the truth, has come, to set us free.  Are you free, . . . this morning?
