“The Prayer of Jabez”

1 Chronicles 4:9-10








Week #3, that we are preaching, on the subject of  prayer.  Two weeks ago, we talked about, our need, to pray.  
Our need, to pray, . . . for our church, . . . and, for our nation, . . . and, for those, within our community, 
who do not know the Lord Jesus Christ, as their Savior.

Last week, we asked the Lord, . . . to teach us, how to pray, just as, the disciples, had done.  We discussed, the 
parts of prayer, such as adoration, confession, thanksgiving, supplication, . . . and, intercession.

****  This week, we are going to look at, a very unique prayer, that is tucked away, in a very obscure place, in scripture, hidden amongst, several chapters, of seemingly boring, genealogy.  It is called, the “Prayer of Jabez.”

You may have recently, . . . heard of, this prayer, or, even read the book, . . . that, has literally, swept the nation.  


(The “Prayer of Jabez”, is written by Bruce Wilkerson, . . . President of Walk Thru the Bible Ministries.)

This week, we will see, that it is quite okay, for us to pray for ourselves, and, to ask the Lord to bless us, as we 
pray.  He wants you and me, to call upon Him, and to petition Him, with our requests.  Throughout, His 
Word, we see that, . . . He encourages us, to do this.


Jeremiah 33:3, which I like to refer to, as God’s phone number, says, “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and 
shew thee, great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.”

This is my prayer, for each one of us, this morning, as we look at, this unique prayer, tucked away, in scripture, 
. . . prayed by, a common man, named Jabez.  I pray, that God will show, each one of us, here, today, . . . 
“great and mighty things, . . . which, thou knowest not.”  

God is honored, . . . by our asking.  God delights, in having His children, ask Him, for every possible need, even 
though, He already knows, what we need, . . . before we ask Him.  Our petitions, may be as broad, as the 
promises of God, . . . and, as deep, as the treasures, of God.  We have all this, . . . at, our disposal.

DENTIST TREASURE BOX AS A CHILD, FULL OF TOYS.  Can you imagine, how deep and full, . . . are, 
the treasures, of God.  We just, need to realize, that we can ask Him, to let us partake, of His treasures.  

Though men, may try to, build fences around, and limit the words, “whatsoever” and “anything”, declaring that, 
they don’t mean, exactly that, . . . the truth is, that these are words, that are found, all throughout, . . . the 
Word of God.  (Whatsoever, . . . and, anything, . . . in the Bible, means . . . whatsoever, and anything.)  

We should rejoice, if our needs are great, . . . if they are, forever mounting, . . . if they are incredible, . . . even, 
if they are impossible.  He wants to, meet our needs, even though, they may seem impossible.  The very 
trials, that God puts us through, . . . are to enlarge, our hearts, . . . so, that God, can bless us, even more.

*  If you want to see, what immense, variety of things, are available to you, then trace the word “receive”, using a concordance, in the New Testament.  God has many surprises, . . . for you, in your search.  When you read of answers, that others have received, you can use them as pleas, for yourself and others, in your own prayer life.  

God has an answer, . . . for your, every need.  He has an answer, for the concerned parent, the empty purse, the 
one hungry for love, the unquenched desire, the unchanged situation, . . . and, the unbreakable habit.

He will give you, just what you ask for, . . . or, even something better, or something more.  He has an unlimited, 
abundance of blessings, that He wants to bestow, upon his children, if we just ask.  John 14:13 – “And 
whatsoever, ye shall ask, in my name, that will I do.”

****  Let’s take a look, at this unique prayer, known as, the “prayer of Jabez”, found in the 4th Chapter, of 1st  Chronicles.  Again, this little 4-part prayer, is tucked away, in the middle of several chapters, . . . of genealogy.  Most of us, could study the Word of God, for our entire lives, . . . and, probably never, even realize, it is there.

TEXT:  1 Chronicles 4:9-10 – Now, Jabez, was more honorable, than his brothers, and his mother, called his 
name Jabez, saying, “Because, I bore him, in pain.”  And Jabez, called on the God of Israel, saying, “Oh, 
that You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that 
You would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!”  So, God granted him, what he requested. 

What a unique, . . . two verses, of scripture.  The writer, of the book of 1 Chronicles, stops in the middle, of 
recorded genealogy, . . . and, notes, that this guy, named Jabez, was more honorable, than his brothers.  


(7 to 8 chapters, of nothing, . . . but, names.)

*  There was something special, about this guy.  It doesn’t tell us, a whole lot, about what made him, so special.  
But, it is obvious, . . and, that, just simply because, . . he prayed, a simple prayer, and then God, granted 
him, . . . what, he requested.

This should, arouse our soul, and our spirit, to try to see, what it means, to be blessed indeed, by God.  “Oh, that 
you would bless me, indeed.”  One might think, that Jabez, had asked, too much.  But, no, . . it says that, 
God granted him, . . . what, he requested.  

I firmly believe, that God is ready, and willing, and definitely able, to bless all of His children, with more, than 
we could ask, or imagine (Eph 3:20).  We just need to be, bold enough, . . . to ask, . . . like Jabez did.  

It would seem, that this one cry, from Jabez, . . caused God, to release, His favor, upon Him, and to crown Him, with an abundance, of blessings, from above.  The book of James, says, “You have not, because, you ask not.”  

Romans 8:32 – “He, who did not spare, His own Son, but gave Him up, for us all--how will He not also, along 
with Him, graciously give us, all things?” 

****  Look back, . . . at, our TEXT:  1 Chronicles 4:9 – Now Jabez, was more honorable, than his brothers, and 
his mother, called his name Jabez, saying, “Because, I bore him, in pain.” 

Very little, is known about, this one, . . . called Jabez.  As a matter of fact, you can search, all of scripture, . . . 
and, not find, any more recordings, . . . of this name.

We do know, . . . that, he was more honorable, than his brothers, . . and, most definitely had favor, in the eyes of God, because, He granted him, what he had requested. God loved him, so much, that He answered, his prayers. 

If you are here today, . . and, a believer, in the Lord Jesus Christ, . . if you have accepted Him, as your personal 
Savior, . . . then, you, too, have favor, in the eyes of God.  He wants, to give you and me, the blessings, 
that, we need.  
(And, if you are not saved, . . . then, He wants, to bless you, . . . with eternal life.)

About all, we know, about Jabez, is that things, must have started badly, for this person, that no one, had ever 
heard of.  It says, that his mother, named him Jabez, because . . . she bore him, in pain.  And, that’s it.  

Because, of the fall of man, in the Garden of Eden, . . . all childbirth, is bore, in pain.  So, there must have been 
something, worse than normal, for this to be one, of only two things, said about, . . Jabez.  He was more 
honorable, than his brothers, . . . and, his mother, bore him, in pain.  And, that’s it.

He then, prayed an unusual, one sentence prayer, and, then things ended, . . . extraordinarily well!  Clearly, the 
outcome, can be traced, . . . to his prayer.  Something about Jabez’s, simple and direct, request to God, 
changed his life, and left a permanent mark, . . . on the history books, of Israel.  

**  TEXT:  1 Chronicles 4:10 – And Jabez, called on the God of Israel, saying, “Oh, that You would bless me 
indeed, and enlarge my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You would keep me from 
evil, that I may not cause pain!”  So God granted him, . . . what, he requested. 

At first glance, this may seem like, . . . a simple enough, prayer.  Jabez made, four requests, . . . to his God.  The 
same God, that created Jabez, created you and me.  The same God, that Jabez served, . . you and I serve.  
The same God, that Jabez prayed to, . . . you and I, can pray to. 

We can even pray, this same prayer, if we choose, to do so.  The author of the book, Prayer of Jabez, claims to 
have prayed this same prayer, every day, for over 30 years.  And, it continues, to revitalize his life.  If 
you’ve never read the book, go out and buy it, or borrow it, from someone.  And, then, pray this prayer.

*  When was the last time, God worked through you, in such a way, . . that, you knew, beyond a doubt, that God 
had done it?  In fact, when was, the last time, you saw miracles, happen on a regular basis, in your life?

If you are like, most believers, you would not know how, to ask for that kind of experience, . . . or, even if you 
should ask.  God wants to use, each one of us, beyond our imaginations, in the building of His kingdom. 

**  In, serving Him, . . . is the area, of our life, . . . that, I believe, He wants to do, . . . the greatest miracles.  

He wants to use you and me, to reach others, with His great love.  He has saved us, and lavished His 
love upon us, . . . so, that we may share this love, . . . with others.

And, yet, we all can recall miracles, in each one, of our lives.  The day, that you and I, accepted Jesus Christ, as 
our personal Savior, the day, that we were saved, . . . an awesome miracle, took place.

And, then, many more miracles, have taken place, in each of our lives, as He watches over us, and takes care of 
us, and especially when, He allows us, . . . to serve Him.  When He uses us, . . . to bring glory, . . . to 
Himself, . . . and, to reach others, for Him, . . . a miracle, takes place, in our life. 

*  God did something, over and above, supernatural.  20 years ago, when He turned my life, completely around, and, helped me, to rebuild, a personal relationship with Him, and began to, allow me, to serve Him, once again.

I guess that, after I had hit rock bottom, . . . that, I had the nerve, to pray a prayer, . . . kind of like Jabez did, and I asked Him, to bless me, and to help me, to straighten up my life, . . and, to allow me to once again, serve Him.

And, God granted to me, what I had, requested.  Just like, Jabez.  And, He has done nothing, but, bless me, over and, over, ever since.  He will do the same, for you, if you just ask.  Maybe, He already has, on many occasions.

***** Let’s look back, at this prayer, and break it down, into the four parts, that Jabez prayed.

1)  “Oh that you would, bless me, . . . indeed.”  (Repeat)
Have you ever known someone, . . . that, you considered, a spiritual giant?  Maybe a mother, or a father, or a 
grandparent?  Maybe someone, in your past, that prayed, like no one else, that, you have ever known? 

**  Have you ever wondered, . . . how they prayed?  Do they, pray for revival, . . . do they ask God, to make 
them, more humble?  Do they only, pray for others, neglecting themselves, out of pure non-selfishness?

What if you, overheard them praying, and asking God, . . . to bless them, with many, many blessings?  Would 
you think, they had all of a sudden, become selfish?  Or, would you then, begin to wonder, if it is okay, 
. . . to ask God, . . . to bless you?

Is it possible, that, God wants us, to pray to Him, and ask Him, to bless us, indeed?  This is what, Jabez prayed, 
and God granted him, what he requested.  It is not selfish, for us to ask, our Heavenly Father, to bless us.

We ask God, to bless the missionaries, . . and, to bless the kids, . . and to bless the food, that we are about to eat.  
(It’s something, we say, . . . when, someone sneezes.  Blessing is not, . . . just, about sneezing!)

To bless, in the Bible sense, means to, ask for God, . . . to impart, . . . supernatural favor.  Why would, He want 
to impart, such favor, to us?  Because, . . . we are His children.  And, He wants to bless us, . . . with His 
unlimited goodness, . . . that, only He, has the power, to do.  

**  Now let me, make myself, very clear.  This kind of request, for blessings, has nothing whatsoever, . . . to do with today’s popular, prosperity doctrine, that is misleading people, so rampantly.  We’re not asking God, for a 
Cadillac, or a six-figure income, or some other material item, or items, that we don’t need, to begin with.

Jabez, was focusing his request, just as we should, on more blessings, of what God wants, for us to have.  More 
of His will, and His guidance, for our lives. More blessings, and abilities, to serve Him, more efficiently.

The Bible, is full of promises, that God wants to fulfill, in our lives.  We should be praying, for exactly, what 
God desires, for us.  And, I believe, with all my heart, that God desires, for all of us, . . . to serve Him.    

What if, you found out, that God had intended, to send you 23 blessings today, but you only received one? What 
do you suppose, was the reason?  Maybe, you did not, ask.  MR. JONES GOES TO HEAVEN.

“Oh, that you would bless me, indeed.”  It’s okay!  It is okay, . . . for us to ask, for our Father, . . . to bless us. 
 
And, we can ask, . . . as many times, as we want.

2) “Oh, that you would enlarge, . . . my territory.”  (Repeat)
This is, the most significant part, of Jabez’s prayer.  This is the main part, . . . that, will change your life, . . . if, 
you have the nerve, to pray this prayer, . . . after learning more, about what it means. 

This is a plea, . . . for more territory.  This is where, you ask God, to enlarge your life, . . . so that you can, make 
a greater impact, . . . for Him. This is more, than just asking, for more real estate.  Jabez wanted, . . more 
influence, more responsibility, and more opportunity, . . . to make a mark, for the God of Israel. 

When Jabez, cried out to God, “Enlarge, my territory.”  He was looking at, . . . his present circumstances, and 
concluding, “Surely, I was born, for more, than this.”  Have you ever, felt that way, before?  I have.

** Be careful, praying this prayer.  It is not something, to take lightly.  You better mean it, and be ready, to see 
God, do some awesome things, in your life, . . . if you decide, to step out on faith, and pray, this prayer.  

God wants to use, each one of us, in a greater capacity, than, we have ever imagined, . . . for the building, of His 
kingdom, . . . for the building, . . . of His church.  He wants to use, each one of us, to reach others, . . . 
with, the gospel.  (Have you ever, . . . led someone, to the Lord?  God wants, . . . to use you, to do that.)

You could paraphrase, this section, of Jabez’s prayer, to sound like this:  “Oh God and King, please expand my opportunities, and my impact, in such a way, that I touch more lives, for Your glory.  Let me, do more, for you.”

You may say, Does God really want, to use, little ole me?  Yes, if you belong to Him, He wants to use you, and He can use you.  “If the God of Heaven, loves you intimately, . . and, wants you in His presence, every moment, 
and, if He knows, that Heaven, is a much better place for you, then why on earth, has He left you here?”

Are you willing, to ask for more?  Are you willing, to be used, more?  I shudder, to think of, what God can do, 
if everyone, in this church, . . . was to pray, this prayer.  If just a few us us, get serious about it, . . even, 
take the time, to read this book, and then pray this prayer, on a regular basis . . .then, we better, look out.

God may well, blow our minds. He will, build a church here, . . that, will be all about, reaching people, for Him, 
for many years, to come.  And, in the process, . . . He will change your life, . . . just like He did, this one, 
. . . called Jabez.

**  Well, there is no way, to do this prayer justice, in just one week.  But, we must, move on.  Before, we go to 
point number three, . . . I must touch on, . . . “Living by God’s Math.”
This is, the way, that we think:  My abilities + experience + training + my personality and appearance + my past 
+ the expectation of others = my assigned territory.

This is, God’s Math:  My willingness and weakness + God’s will and supernatural power = my expanding 
territory.  

(Again, . . . Eph. 3:20.)

The question today is, do you want to, continue on in life, living by your limited abilities, and the expectations of yourself, or others?  Or, do you want to ask God, to have His way in your life, . . . and expand, your territory.

3) “Oh, that your hand, . . . would be with me.”  (Repeat)
Now, we’ve done it.  We have gone, over the edge, if we’ve prayed this prayer, so far.  Having dared, to ask for more ministry, more than a few, have turned back, at this point.  Began, to doubt, that God could actually, do it.

Jabez, prayed that God’s hand, . . . would be upon Him.  He didn’t say, enlarge my territory, and then expect to, 
conquer the world, by himself.  Dependence, upon God, . . . is what makes heroes, of ordinary people.

“Oh, that Your hand, . . would be with me.”  (Repeat)  With that, we have God’s power, to accomplish His will, 
. . . and, bring glory to Him, . . . through seeming, impossibilities.  

When Jabez, asked for more territory, for his boundaries, to be expanded, he could no longer handle things, . . . 
on, his own.  He, along with you and me, need the divine hand of God, . . . and, we need it, right now.

We can no longer, try to muster our way, through life, with our own energy, or with our own agenda.  We, now, 
. . . belong, to Him. We have belonged to Him, from the moment, we were saved, . . . but, if and when, 
we totally surrender, our lives to Him, . . . then, we are, . . . all His.

We then, go by, . . . His agenda.  And, that is when, the blessings, begin to flow, just like in Jabez’s life.  Trust 
me, . . . if you have never, been sold out, to God before, . . . your life, will now, begin. (Young People)

Not the opposite, . . . as the enemy, will try to deceive you, into thinking.  He will try to tell you, . . . that, your 
life will be over, . . . and, you will have to do, this and that.  No, . . . your life, . . . will begin!

But, we will definitely, need to ask God, to keep His hand, upon us.  That is the only way, . . . for us to have our 
territory expanded, . . . and, be able to, actually handle it.  He will, equip us, to do, whatever it is, . . . 
that, He wants us to do, . . . for Him.  

4)  “Oh, that you would keep me, . . . from evil.”  (Repeat)
When we become, totally surrendered, to God’s plan, for our life, and begin to see God-sized results, . . . in our 
service to Him, . . . when we ask Him, to enlarge our territory, . . . and, to keep His hand upon us, . . . 
that, is when we also, need to pray, . . . that, He will protect us, from evil.

The most common way, for the devil, to get us off track, . . . is by tempting us, to fall into sin, so that we can no 
longer, be effective in reaching people, for the Lord.  And, we all, have seen this happen, . . . too many 
times, in people’s lives.  (Once, on fire for the Lord, . . . later, to drift away, from God, and the church.)  

Satan, the enemy of all of God’s children, will not be happy, if we ask God, to give us more territory, . . . more 
impact, for Him.  But, aren’t you glad, that, “Greater is He that is in me, than he that is in the world.” 
****  What’s your choice today, remain in your self assigned territory, . . . or, ask God, to give you more?  God 
calls us all, to larger spiritual territory, but He will not, force this on us.  We must claim, it for ourselves.

“Oh, that you would bless me indeed.”  Prayer, . . . changes individuals, . . . and, it can change a church, . . . 
even, an entire world.
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**  The Prayer of Jabez:

1)  “Oh that you would, bless me, indeed.”
2) “Oh that you would enlarge my territory.”

“Living by God’s Math.”:


This is the way that we think:  My abilities + experience + 
training + my personality and appearance + my past + the 
expectation of others = my assigned territory.


This is God’s Math:  My willingness and weakness + God’s 
will and supernatural power = my expanding territory.  



3) “Oh that your hand would be with me.”
4)  “Oh that you would keep me from evil.”  
