“Jesus is In the House!”


Mark 2:1-5










Once a year, in the month of January, the President of the United States of America, gives a “state for the union 
address.”  It is a time, of reflection, upon the past, . . . and, it is a time, to look towards, the days ahead, 
with, great anticipation, . . . of what, the future holds, . . . for, this great country, . . . that, we live in.

I have heard before, that some Pastor’s, will do the same, with regard to, the church.  And, I believe, it’s a good 
idea, to take a look at, . . . “the state of the church”, from time to time.  I thought, that we might attempt, 
to do this, here in our church, . . . from, time to time.  (Now, with the beginning of the new church year.)
Personally, I believe, things have been going great.  God has blessed this church, in many, many ways, more than we could have, ever imagined.  We are growing, somewhat numerically, and even more importantly, I 
believe, that we are, growing spiritually.  God is able!  (Salvations in VBS, . . and, a few new members)

We have two big events, coming up pretty soon, with our October 5 Revival services, and 40 Days of Purpose.  
What is God, going to do, . . . in our midst, through these events?    


Listen to these words, from Ephesians 3:20-21 – “Now to Him, who is able, to do immeasurably more, than all 
we ask or imagine, according to His power, that is at work within us, to Him be glory, in the church, and 
in Christ Jesus, throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” 

Much of what, has been happening, here at Shadnor First Baptist Church, . . and what will happen, in the future, 


. . . is a direct result, of many of you, being willing, . . . to become involved, in ministry.  And, without, 
each one of you, that is involved, . . . it would not, be possible.     

We are so excited, . . . about, our Ladies Fellowship event, . . . and, what God has done in VBS, . . . and our 
music program.  I’m most excited, about the sweet fellowship, that we are witnessing, . . . here, within 
our church family, . . and, in Sunday School classes.  This body of believers, . . truly, loves one another!         

**  In a recent “state of the union address”, as I recall, from our president, . . . it was reported, with much pride, 
that, even in the midst, of a failing economy, . . . and, although, our country, is involved in the war, 
against terrorism, . . . that, the state of our union, . . . “is strong.”

Even with, the ten year anniversary of 9/11, soon approaching, this great country of ours, . . . the United States 
of America, has stood firm, and has come together in unity, . . . and, passed the test, that none of us, ever 
imagined, . . . that, we would have to face.  And, we remain, the strongest nation, . . . in the world.”

**  I am excited, this morning, with great confidence, to be able to say, that the state of the church, . . . of Jesus 
Christ, “is strong.”  In spite of the continuous attack of Satan, in spite of, all the false religions and cults, 
that, are thriving, even in the face of some children of God, that have dropped the ball, and just given up.

We remain, . . . strong!  Jesus said, in Matthew 16:18, “And, upon this rock, . . . I will build my church; and the 
gates of hell, shall not prevail against it.”  Amen?

And, this is what, we have had the privilege of seeing, here, at Shadnor First Baptist Church, . . these past, 171 years, is, . . . God, building His church.  He has chosen, each of you, to lay the groundwork, to be the first fruits, 
of what I believe, is yet to come.  I believe, that what we have seen, thus far, . . . is only, the beginning. 

I am excited!  And, I pray, that, you are excited.  And, I know, that you are, because I see it, on your faces, . . . and, I hear you talking about it.  Better yet, I hear you talking, to others, about it.  And, that’s what we need to 
do, is to praise the Lord, for what He is doing, here, . . . to the people, of our community, . . . out there.

“Let me tell you, about what God, is doing, in our church.”  That should be, our favorite subject.  “Let’s go, and 
tell it on the mountain, what Jesus Christ, has done.” He is awesome, . . and look, at what He, has done!


To God, . . . be the Glory!  Great things, He has done!
And, then, just, try to imagine, . . . what, He is going to do, through this group of believers, if we just remain faithful, and keep our eyes on Him, and keep the main thing, . . . the main thing.  And, that is, to tell others, about His goodness, . . . to share His love, with those, . . . who don’t know His love.  Those with, no hope.  
**  What’s next, on our agenda?  Only, God knows!  Please, pray with me, that the Lord will bless us, with a 
wonderful year, as we move forward, with our worship and service, to the King of Kings.  Let’s all get 
involved, in getting some people here, . . . and, then sharing the gospel, with them.  Let’s see some 
people, . . . added, to the kingdom of God!  After that, who knows!  (October 5 & 40 Days of Purpose?)
**  Only, God knows, what the future holds, for this church.  Only, He knows, what’s next.  There are so many 
people, that don’t know Him.  I don’t believe, that it is my job, at this point, to stand up here and say, . . .  
that, we need to do this or that.  (But, we do need to invite, . . . more people, to come.)  

The great commission says, to go out and tell others about Jesus, to make believers out of them, to baptize them, and then to disciple them. And, I believe, that if we all, are faithful in doing this, then He will continue, to bless.

Have you ever heard the song, “Each One, Reach One?”  That, is a great concept, but it doesn’t mean, to reach one, . . . and, then stop.  We need to reach one, . . . and then, go after another, and another, and another.  (JOKE:  Movies--Under 17, not admitted.)  Get 16 of our friends, and come back next week, . . for our time, of worship. 

**  I have earnestly prayed, about what God wants us to do, in the leading, of this church, . . . in every area, . . . and, in every area, of ministry.  We don’t want to, get ahead of the Lord.  And yet, we don’t want to, lag behind.

We just simply, need to keep moving forward.  Keep being faithful, preaching the Word of God, . . . and, leave 
the rest of it, up to Him.  Keep reaching out, . . to others, with the gospel, . . and, encourage those, within 
the church, to do the same.  Let’s be faithful, . . . in sharing, the love of Christ, . . . with, our community.  

Luke 14:28 – “Suppose one of you, wants to build a tower.  Will he not first sit down, and estimate the cost, to 
see if he has enough money, to complete it?”  There’s always, a lot of planning, and praying, to be done. 

JOKE:  One Pastor, . . stood before his congregation, and announced, . . . that, he had good news, and bad news.  
The good news is, . . . that, we have enough money, . . . to pay for, a future, building program!  The bad 
news is, . . . that, it’s still out there, . . . in your pockets.”  

I believe, the Lord would want us to invest, everything that we have, . . . invest it, . . . in the lives, . . . of people.  
People, . . that apart, from trusting Christ, . . . will die, and spend eternity, in a terrible place, called hell.


(And, for sure, . . . to invest it, . . . in children.  Children, . . . are the future, . . . of the church!)  

****  Let’s look at our text, turn to Mark 2, and let me show you, what I believe, God wants to happen, in His church, and I believe, will happen, in His church.  When Jesus, is in the house, . . . the people, will come.  

TEXT:  Mark 2:1-5 – A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard, that He had 
come home.  So many gathered, that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and He preached 
the Word to them.  Some men came, bringing to Him a paralytic, carried by four of them.  Since they 
could not get him to Jesus, because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus, and 
after digging through it, lowered the mat, the paralyzed man was lying on.  When Jesus saw their faith, 
He said to the paralytic, "Son, your sins, are forgiven."  

When the word, gets out, that Jesus, is in the house, . . . the people, will come.  Look at this, “. . . verse 2, so 
many gathered, that there was no room left, not even outside the door.”  Wouldn’t that, . . . be a great 
problem, to have, . . . here, at Shadnor First Baptist Church?  Amen?

Verse 2b – “And, He preached, the Word, to them.”  That’s what, . . . we have to do, . . . also.  That must be, . . . 
our first priority, is to be faithful, to the Word of God, and to preach Jesus.  Romans 1:16 says, “The 
gospel, . . . is the power of God, . . . unto salvation.”  

**  There was, no room, left.  But, did that stop these four men, that had come, to bring their friend, who needed 
Jesus?  This guy was paralyzed, and could not walk, . . . and, they knew, that Jesus, . . . could, heal him.



How’d you like, . . . to have friends, . . . like that?
Jesus was moved, . . . by their faith.  They took, a chance.  The stretcher, was a sign from above, that somebody, 
. . . believed.  They were willing, to take a risk, . . . and, Jesus, . . . noticed.

***  Would Jesus be moved, today, . . . by our faith?  Are we willing, . . . to take a chance?  Are we willing, . . . 
to take a risk?  Would He, be moved by the faith, . . of this church?  These are questions, that we have 
to answer, as, we continue, to move forward, . . . with the task, that He has called us all, . . . to do.  

Jesus was moved, by the faith, of these men, . . . so, He did more, for the paralytic, . . . than, they had, asked for.  
Jesus wouldn’t settle, . . . for a simple healing, of the body.  Even now, . . . He wants to heal, . . the soul.  
Because of, . . . this man’s faith, Jesus said, “Son, your sins, . . . are forgiven.”

The request, of these men, was valid – he needed, to be able to walk.  But, their request, . . was too, simple.  The expectations of the crowd, were high, . . . but, not, high enough.  They expected, Jesus to say, . . . “I heal you.”  Instead, He said, “I forgive you.”  He treated, not only the body, . . but, also, the spiritual.  He gave, eternal life.  

Sometimes, God is so touched, by what He sees, that He gives us, what we need, . . . and, not, simply, what we ask for.  By the way, Jesus hasn’t changed, since the day that stretcher, was lowered into His presence, on the 
cords of hope.  What happened then, . . still happens, today.  He wants to do more, than what we expect.

When we take, a step of faith, . . . God sees it.  The same Jesus, that saw the real needs, of the paralytic, . . . sees the alcoholic, . . . and, his quest, to turn his life around.  The same Jesus, sees the mom and dad, who will do, whatever it takes, to get their child, . . . to trust, in Him.  (Hurting people, . . everywhere, . . pregnant daughter.)  

To any person, anywhere, who dares to come, into the presence of God, and ask Him for help, . . . He is there, . . 
with, out stretched arms, ready and able, . . . to do more, than we could ever ask, or imagine.  
I believe, that God is ready, . . . to do something miraculous, . . . within, this church.  If we will just, step out, 
on faith.  God is still, in the miracle working business.  Although, the world does not want Him, . . . He 
still wants to use you and me, and this church, . . . to reach them, with the good news of Jesus Christ.  

You see, once again, I believe that the great and wonderful Lord, that we serve, wants to do more, . . . in and 
through us, . . . than, we could ever imagine.  He wants to use you, . . . each one of you.  Look back, at 


Mark 2:5 – When Jesus, saw their faith, . . . He said to the paralytic, “son, your sins, are forgiven.”  
When Jesus, saw their faith!  That’s all it takes, is faith. When He looks, at you and me, does He see, our faith?  

Listen to this neat story, which I recently ran across, . . . in this case, it took more than, the faith of one, . . . that 
goes right in line, with what Jesus did, for the paralytic:  “A man was at Disney World, some time back.  
He and his family, sought a place to rest, in Cinderella’s castle.  Unfortunately, . . so did, everyone else.  
The place was packed, with kids and parents.  Suddenly, all the children, rushed to one side.  Had it been a boat, 
. . . the castle, would have tipped over.  Cinderella, . . . had entered.  Cinderella, . . . the pristine princess.  


A gorgeous young girl, . . . with each hair in place, flawless skin, and a beaming smile.  She stood waist-
deep, in a garden of kids, . . . each wanting to touch, and be touched.”  

“The other side of the castle, was now vacant, . . except for a boy, maybe seven, or eight years old.  His age was 
hard to determine, . . . because, of the disfigurement, of his body.  Dwarfed in height, face deformed, he 
stood watching, quietly and wistfully, . . . holding the hand, of an older brother.”

“Don’t you know, what he wanted?  He wanted, to be with the children.  He longed, to be in the middle of the kids, reaching for Cinderella, calling her name.  But, can’t you feel his fear, fear of yet, another rejection?  Fear of being taunted again, mocked again?  Don’t you wish, Cinderella would go to him, . . Guess what?  She did!”

“She noticed, . . . the little boy.  She immediately, began walking, in his direction.  Politely, but firmly, inching 
through, the crowd of children, . . . she finally broke free.  She walked quickly, across the floor, . . knelt 
at eye level, with the stunned little boy, . . . and, placed a kiss, on his face.”

**  This story reminds us, of another royal figure.  The names are different, but isn’t the story, almost the same? Rather than, a boy in a castle, . . . our story, is about, . . . you and me.  In both cases, a gift, was given.  In both 
cases, . . . love was shared.  In both cases, the lovely One, . . . performed a gesture, . . . beyond words.  

But, Jesus did more, . . . than, Cinderella.  Oh, so much more.  Cinderella gave, only a kiss.  When she stood to leave, she took her beauty, with her.  The boy, was still deformed.  What if she’d assumed, . . his state?  What if 
she had somehow, given him her beauty, and taken on, his disfigurement?  That’s what Jesus, did for us.  

Isaiah 53 says, “He took our suffering, upon Him, and felt our pain, for us.  He was wounded, for the wrong, we 
did; He was crushed, for the evil, we did.  The punishment, which made us well, . . . was given to Him, 
and, we are healed, . . . because of, His wounds.” 

Make no mistake:  Jesus gave more, than a kiss – He gave, . . His beauty.  He gave, His righteousness!  He paid 
more, than a visit – He paid, for our mistakes.  He took more, than a minute – He took away, . . our sins.

That is the awesomeness, of the Savior, that we serve. That, is the story, that we are to tell, to the people, . . . of 
this community.  That is the mandate, of the church, of Jesus Christ, . . . this church, . . to go, and share, 
and love, and tell, . . . and, make disciples.  In other words, . . . grow!  Churches, are supposed, to grow.

The Atlanta area, has grown at a rate, like no one, could of imagined.  If a church can’t grow, . . . in an area like this, then something, is wrong.  They must not, want to grow.  And, there are a lot of churches, . . . and, a lot of 
Christians, that don’t want, their church to grow.  That is not, what my Bible says, . . . about, the church.  

If Jesus, is in the house, . . . the people, will come!  (Repeat.)

**  How’s your faith, this morning, . . . Shadnor First Baptist Church?  Is it strong, . . . or, is it weak?  Are you pessimistic, or optimistic, in regards to what God, wants to do, in your life?  And, what God wants to do, in this 
church?  We serve, a God, . . . that, is able!  (Opportunity knocks, . . . October 5 & 40 Days of Purpose!)
You may, or may not, believe that we will continue to grow, that we will continue to reach people, for the Lord.  None of us, have any idea, what to expect, this next year.  I just know, that we must be faithful, . . . in inviting, 
as many people, as we can, to come to church with us.  And, praying, . . that, at least one, will be saved.

And, that’s okay, that some of us, . . may have more conservative estimates, about our future.  We are all, made 
differently.  Some of us, are optimistic by nature, and some of us, are pessimistic by nature.  But, we are 
talking about, . . . a faith, . . . in our Heavenly Father, . . . He who, . . . is able!
Psalm 127:1 – “Except the Lord, build the house, . . . they, labour in vain, that build it.”

We are going to do, whatever it is, that He, . . . wants us to do.  We’re not going, to try to get ahead of Him, and 
we are not going, to drag things out, . . . if, He says, . . to move forward.  Amen?  Are you, . . . on board?

In closing:  The future direction, . . . of the Georgia Baptist Convention:


“Empowering Healthy Churches, for Kingdom Growth”

10 things:

1.  Preaching the Gospel

2.  Worship that Inspires

3.  Priority on Prayer

4.  Conscientious Visionary Leadership

5.  Following a Godly Vision

6.  Environment of Unity and Joy

7.  Cheerful Stewardship

8.  On Mission for Christ (Acts 1:8)

9.  Good Reputation in the Community 

10.  People Being Added to the Church

(Should prayer, be first?  Where does discipleship, come into the picture?  You can change the order, and you can add to them, but this is a good place to start.)

If Jesus, is in the house, . . . the people, will come!  (Repeat.)

“Jesus is In the House!”

Mark 2:1-5
Ephesians 3:20-21 – “Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is 
at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations for ever and ever! Amen.” 

Matthew 16:18 – “And upon this rock, I will build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  

Luke 14:28 – “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower.  Will he not 
first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough 
money to complete it?”  

TEXT:  Mark 2:1-5 – A few days later, when Jesus again entered 
Capernaum, the people heard that He had come home.  So 
many gathered that there was no room left, not even outside the 
door and He preached the Word to them.  Some men came 
bringing to Him a paralytic carried by four of them.  Since they 
could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an 
opening in the roof above Jesus and after digging through it 
lowered the mat the paralyzed man was lying on.  When Jesus 
saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son your sins are 
forgiven."  

Romans 1:16 – “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the 
power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first 
for the Jew, then for the Gentile.” 

Psalm 127:1 – “Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain 
that build it.”

If Jesus, is in the house, . . . the people, will come!
