“Jesus, Man of Joy”

Luke 2:8-12
Luke 2:8-12 – And, there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks, at night.  An angel of the Lord, appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord, shone around them, and they were 
terrified.  But, the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy, that will be 
for all the people.  Today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.  
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby, wrapped in swaddling cloths, and lying in a manger.”

2000 years ago, . . . there appeared on this planet, a Person, who brought about an astonishing change, . . . in the 
quality of life, . . . among human beings.  Whatever it was, that this Person had, . . . it was unique.  It set 
Him apart, . . . and, made Him, utterly fascinating, to others. 

For a few, brief years, He was seen in the villages, and towns, of Palestine, which at the time, was under Roman 
occupation.  Then, He disappeared, although, . . . some of His followers claimed, . . . they had reason, to 
believe, that He was – and is – still around.  

From a strictly materialistic viewpoint, . . . this person’s active life, did not accomplish, all that much.  And, yet, 
remarkable actions, were attributed to Him, . . . while He walked, among the people.  

In early youth, He seemed to have worked, with His hands, as a carpenter.  Later, He taught, prayed, and healed, 
as many prophets, . . . had done, before Him.

He had noble character, and personal charm, and uttered many wise things, . . . that, people have been quoting, 
ever since.  But, this could also, . . . be said, of others.  

Yet, for this Person, to be endowed, with universal appeal, . . . there must have been something, . . . very special 
about Him.  The world, has never, forgotten Him.  His name, is on someone’s lips, . . . every second, of 
time.  In fact, . . . time, is dated, . . . from, His birth.

More than a billion human beings, today, . . . claim, to be His followers.  Most of which, are convinced, that He 
is the Author, of their, very own, . . . personal salvation.  

But, if there was something, . . . special about Him, . . . what was it?  What was, . . . this secret?  It has been 
divulged before, . . . but, still many, . . . appear to not, have found it.  Even among, some of those, who 
have risen, to high eminence, in His service . . . it is still, . . . tragically, . . . a secret.

Some people are known, to live earnest, and godly lives.  They perform wonderful deeds, and achieve mighty goals, that bring abundant blessings, to the human race.  It seems inexplicable, that they should miss the secret, 
but, the fact is, . . . they do.  

What makes it so strange, is that it is an open secret, spread on the pages of the New Testament, for everyone to 
see.  It may not be, spelled out on every page, yet it’s effect, can be felt, all throughout the Word of God.

It is a secret, . . . that, explains, more than anything else, . . . the grip, that this Person has held, upon the lives of 
ordinary man, . . . for two millennia.  It also, helps to explain, what God had in mind, . . . when He 
created, the universe, and placed humans in it.  What is, . . . this secret?

**  Have you ever had the experience, of looking at a painting, and failing, to notice something?  Then someone else, in the room, walks up, . . . and, points it out to you.  Once you saw it, the picture took on, an entirely new significance.  That, is the purpose, of this message, today, to point out something, . . . which many, have missed.

Millions of people today, are going through, hard times.  They know, . . something is wrong.  Instinct tells them, there is something, better for them, than what they are having to put up with, but they seem helpless, to attain it.

The secret has been there, all the time, and some have found it, . . . while, others haven’t.  It has no direct effect, 
on our standing with God, . . or our salvation, or sanctification, or glorification, . . . but, it has a lot to do, 
with how, . . . we enjoy, them all.  
Would you, like to know, the secret?  It is “joy.” . . . . . . . . . .  The secret, of Jesus – was and is – His inner joy.

In verse 10, of our text, “. . . the angel, said to them, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news, . . . of great joy, 
that, will be, for all the people.”

The angel, did not say, that, this joy, was for just some, . . of the people, . . but, that it was for, . . all, the people.  
Why, then, does it seem, that some, . . . go through life, . . . filled with joy, . . . while others, don’t?

*  Now, there are those, that reject Jesus, and His salvation, and, therefore, they have no chance, of experiencing 
this joy, . . . that, is so abundantly given, . . . to those of us, that do believe, in Him

To those of us, that have been saved, by the mercy and grace of God, then, we should be, experiencing this joy, 
not just, some of the time, . . . but, all of the time.  I don’t believe, that He would want us, . . . to just, . . .  
experience it, for a time, . . . and, then, take it away from us.  Why would, . . . He do that?

God would not, love us enough, to give His only Son, to come and die for us, and let us experience, His joy, . . . 
for just, a little while, . . . and, then, . . . take it away.  He would not just, dangle it in front of us, . . . for 
a while, . . . teasing us, with something, . . . so precious.

I believe, that He wants us, to have His inner joy, all the time, and, not just, some of the time.  Charles Spurgeon 
once wrote, “Nothing gives the believer, so much joy, . . . as fellowship, with Christ.”
**  Let me ask you, this morning, how is, . . . your joy?  Are you, . . . a joyful person?  Is your life, . . . marked 
by the joy, that, you have, in Christ?  If it is not, then, you may be missing out, . . . on a well-kept secret.  

**  Listen, this morning, as we look into God’s Word, and, get just a taste, of this joy, . . . that is, so abundantly, 
available, to those of us, that are His children, . . . those of us, . . . that, belong to Him.  

GOSPEL:  If you do not belong to Him, . . . if you have never, . . . accepted Christ, as your personal Savior, . . . 
then, you listen, also, . . . to what you can have, today, . . . if you will, just reach out, and take it.

Jesus Christ – Man of Joy – the Son of God, came and lived among us, 2000 years ago, . . . and, then, laid 
down His life, dying on the cross, to pay for the sins, of the world, . . . that, we might, be saved.  

Apart from Him, there is no joy, in life.  There may be brief spurts of happiness, but, not a constant state, of joy.  
Without Jesus, we have no hope, . . . no hope, of eternal life, . . . in Heaven.  

If you are struggling, through life, on your own, and, have never accepted Him, as your savior, . . . you can do 
that, today.  Please, do not leave here, today, without praying a simple prayer, asking God to forgive you 
of your sins, . . . and, to save you, and to give you, . . . a life, of joy.  

You know, what we see, when we look through giant telescopes, . . . the entire universe, is an expression of joy, 
by our Creator.  God, as an expression for His joy, . . . also, created you and me.  We brought joy, . . . to 
Him, when He wove us together, . . . in our mother’s womb.  

We especially, brought joy to Him, when we were born again. The Bible says, that the angels in Heaven, rejoice 
when one of us, . . . accepts Jesus, as our Lord and Savior.  (And, then, once we are saved, . . . . . . . . . .) 

**  God wants us to go through life, . . . experiencing, this joy, . . . that, is from above.  One way to do that, is through, . . . worship.  When we enter into worship, . . . whether, that be alone, or in corporate worship, here at church, . . . we should be, filled with joy, . . . as we reflect upon Him, and His goodness, and mercy, toward us.  

Joy is closely linked, with praise, in scripture.  There is joy, in praising and worshipping, the Lord.  Psalm 5:11 
 
–  “But, let all who take refuge, in you, be glad; let them, ever sing, for joy.  Spread your protection over 
them, that those who love your name, may rejoice in you.” 

The command, that is repeated, more than any other, in scripture, is to “Rejoice.”  We are commanded, to do it, not only, for God’s sake, but, also, for ours.  We are the one, that benefits the most, from rejoicing, and worship.  

To rejoice, is to recognize, . . . that, we have reason, to be encouraged.  God is on our side, . . . and, has heartily, 
and, joyfully, embraced us, . . . as His own!  We have, . . . been adopted!  

(Praise the Lord!)

The more, . . . that, we see, God at work, . . the more joy, we experience.  And, the more joy we experience, the more likely, we are to express it.  The joy of the Lord, that is, within us, . . . should show up, to those around us.

**  What a wonderful thing, that joy is.  This is why we sing, “Joy to the World”, at Christmas time.  God wants 
us, to experience the “joy of our salvation”, . . . throughout, our entire lifetime.  He doesn’t want us, to 
be full of joy, the moment we are saved, . . . and, then, after a while, . . . just go back, to being miserable. 

At times, we just have, to be reminded, to return to, the joy of our salvation.  Can you think back, to how happy and excited you were, when you were first saved? When you first realized, that your sins, had been taken away?

If we abide in Him, and walk with Him, then He will make, our joy complete, . . . on a continuous basis, not just 
temporarily.  As I said earlier, He wouldn’t, dangle His joy, in front of us, . . and then, just, take it away. 

**  I believe, that we sometimes, subconsciously, choose to let go, of the joy, . . . that, He has so freely given to 
us, in Christ, . . . and, we return, to the way, that we were, . . . before, we knew Him.

Proverbs 17:22 – “A merry heart, doeth good, like a medicine: but, a broken spirit, drieth the bones.”  Have you, 
ever known someone, maybe even a Christian, that, goes through life, bitter?  Have you, ever been there, 
yourself?  This is not, the way, that Jesus was, . . nor, the way, that He would want us, to go through life.   

**  Many places, throughout, the New Testament, lead us to believe, . . . that, while in our midst, our Lord Jesus Christ, . . . had a merry heart.  Listen to these words of Jesus, the Son, just a few chapters over, in Luke 10:21 – At that time Jesus, full of joy, through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth.”

Where did this, exuberant disposition, . . come from?  On the human side, of course, . . . from His mother Mary.  Going back, to the story of the first Christmas, we see that the joy of the angels, filled the air, above Bethlehem.  

Mary was a true daughter, of the Hebrew race, which has always been known, . . for its joyous, and sunny spirit.

But, there was a second, and more profound, supernatural source, . . of Jesus’ inner joy.  It came, from Heaven, 
which is, the original seat, . . . of all joy.  Where else, could it have, come from?  

The Gospel of Luke, tells us, that before Mary was married to Joseph, . . that, the Holy Spirit, would come upon 
her, . . . and, she would, conceive a child.  They were to name Him Jesus, . . . because, He would save 
His people, . . . from, their sins.  

Therefore, He would not have, a human father.  He would be called, the Son of God.  He was the second person, 
of the Godhead, . . . the trinity.  

The Holy Spirit of God, was the source, . . . of His inner joy.  The Holy Spirit of God, is also, the source, . . . of 
our, inner joy.  The moment, that we are saved, . . . we are indwelt, with the very Spirit of God, and 
therefore, . . . we should be filled, . . . with His, inner joy.  We have, . . . been adopted!  

**  If we go through life, walking in the spirit, and acknowledging, that we belong to Him, and communicating 
with Him on a daily basis, . . . a moment-by-moment basis, . . . then, we should be, . . . filled with joy.

But, on the other hand, if we, although saved, and filled with the spirit, we go through life, too busy, to spend 
time with the Lord, but, every now and then, . . we may not experience, His inner joy, as much as others.

John 15:10-11 – “If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's 
commands, and remain in His love.  I have told you this, so that my joy may be in you, and that your 
joy, . . . may be complete.”

Our relationship with Him, even our obedience, is directly linked, to His joy, being a part, of our everyday life.  Jesus desires, that His joy, may be in you, . . . each one of you, and that your joy, may be made, . . . complete.  

Therefore, we should, have the desire, to be obedient to Him, and, His commands.  Our way, may seem like, the 
better way, sometimes, but when we are obedient to Him, and His ways for our life, joy is a direct result.

Again, I believe, that it all goes back to worship.  Whenever we are spending time, with the Lord, reading His Word, or praying, or just praising Him, maybe singing, or talking about Him, to others, then, we are worshiping.

Or, serving Him, at church.  But, we don’t have to be, at church, to worship.  Church is a great place, for us to worship God, corporately.  God’s Word encourages us, to come to church, and worship Him, on a regular basis.  

But, we can worship Him, anytime, anywhere, personally, all by ourselves.  The more time, that, we spend with 
Him, the better we get to know Him, and His attributes, the more of His inner joy, . . we will experience.

He wants us to, have the desire, to know Him more, to know Him better.  And then, He will shower us, with His blessings, His love, and His joy. The more we know Him, the more we worship Him, the more joy, He bestows.

There is a Christmas song, that has become dear to my heart, over the last few years, that is entitled, . . . “Ten 
Thousand Joys.”  Listen to just, a few phrases, from this song:  “10,000 Joys, sweet Son of God, you 
gave to me.  And, my heart sings, because I know, that you are mine.  In you, I find 10,000 joys.”

“When I am alone with Jesus, in the quiet, where no one sees us.  If I speak, I know He hears me, and to 
know, that He is near me, always brings to me, . . . 10,000 joys.”



“How was I to know, when Jesus came into my life, . . . that, God’s own Son, had come, to bring me, 10,000 
joys.”    

** His joy is unlimited, infinite, more abundant, than all the sorrows, that this life may encounter.  His joy, is so much more, than we can take in, during this lifetime, . . therefore, Heaven, will be a wonderful place, full of joy.

Heaven is where God is, and it is a place, not only, of great glory, . . . but, of great joy.  Not of pain, or sorrow, 
or, frustration, or boredom, . . . but, of joy.

The Lord Jesus Christ, drew His joy, . . . from the loving heart, of His Heavenly Father, the Creator, Maker, and 
Shaper, of the universe, who in the fullness of time, sent His Son, on a mission, of redemptive love, . . . 
to save us, from our sins, to give us, . . . His inner joy, . . . and, prepare a way for us, to be able, to enter 
into Heaven, one day, . . . to be with Him, for all, of eternity.

Jesus was able, to do what He did for us, when He died upon the cross, . . . because of, the joy, that was waiting 
for Him, . . . in glory.

Hebrews 12:2-3 – “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him, endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider Him, 
who endured such opposition, from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary, and lose heart.” 

Because, of Heaven, He could take, what He had to face, on earth.  Because, of the presence, of the Holy Spirit, 
within Him, He could carry on, with inner joy, . . although, His outward circumstances, were so bleak.

**  By His power, . . . we can do, the same.  We have the joy of Heaven, before us, and we are indwelt, with the Holy Spirit of God.  Christ was set, on carrying out His Father’s will, . . regardless, of what that meant, for Him.

“Be of good cheer”, He told his disciples.  “There are tribulations, in this life, but, I have overcome, the world.”

*  People have different ways, of responding, . . . to challenges. Some of us, tighten our belts, dig our heels in a little deeper, and try to muster our way through it, on our own.  Some of us, just beat our heads against the wall.

Some of us laugh our way, through pain and sorrow.  Some of us blow our tops, in anger.  Still others, sit back 
and, drink the cup of bitterness, . . . predicting failure, and gloom, and virtually ensuring it, . . . because, 
of our choice, . . . in how, to handle it.  

**  Jesus’ way, was to face the prospect, cheerfully, . . . but, head on.  He faced death, . . . a death, that, He did 
not deserve.  Yet, He kept His sights, . . . on what lie ahead, in Heaven.

He wants us, . . . to do the same.  He wants us, to set our eyes upon Him, and the joy of Heaven, allowing the 
Holy Spirit, . . . to see us through, whatever life, brings our way.

*******  Let me share a story with you, about something, that is going on, in Heaven, today.  The Bible says, that, the church, . . . is the bride of Christ.  The Bible says, that Christ will return one day, to rapture the church, 
and, take His bride, to be with Him, in glory.  No one, except the Father knows when, not even the Son.

A Pastor, once, told the story, of a wedding, that, he performed.  This couple, was head over heels, in love, more 
so, than other weddings, that he had done before, or at least it, was more visible, . . . . . . . . “Go get her!”


The Son of God, is sitting at the right hand of the Father, just waiting for Him to say, “Go get her!”
This is how much joy, . . . that, we bring to Him, . . . because, we are His, . . . we are, His bride.

Knowing, that He loves us, that much, and cannot wait, to come and get us, should bring us, a constant joy, . . . that cannot, be interrupted, by life’s sorrows. (His inner joy, . . in us, should outweigh, our outer circumstances.)

**  How much joy, that He gives to us, in this life, is not up to us.  He’s going to give us, way more than 10,000 
joys.  He’s going to give us, . . . 10 million joys!  What we do with it, . . . is up, to us.

STORY:  “His hand, . . . is so much bigger, than mine.”  God has given to us, a God-sized hand, . . . full of joy.  

In two weeks:  “What gift, will you give to Jesus, this Christmas?”
“Jesus, Man of Joy”

Luke 2:8-12 – And, there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them and they were terrified.  But, the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy, that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”

Would you like to know the secret?  It is ________.
Charles Spurgeon:  “Nothing gives the believer so much joy as fellowship with Christ.”
Psalm 5:11 –  “But, let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing for joy.  Spread your protection 
over them, that those who love your name may rejoice in you.” 

The command that is repeated more than any other in scripture is to _____________.  
Proverbs 17:22 – “A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones.”  

Luke 10:21 – At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth.”

John 15:10-11 – “If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in His love.  I have told you this, so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.”

Jesus desires that His joy may be in you, each one of you, and that your joy may be made _______________.

SONG:  “10,000 Joys, sweet Son of God, you gave to me.  And, my heart sings, because I know that you are 
mine.  In you, I find 10,000 joys.”

“When I am alone with Jesus, in the quiet, where no one sees us.  If I speak, I know He hears me and to know 
that He is near me, always brings to me, . . . 10,000 joys.”



“How was I to know, when Jesus came into my life, that God’s own Son, had come, to bring me 10,000 joys.”    
Hebrews 12:2-3 – “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.  Consider Him, 
who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” 

