“Immanuel:  God Is With Us”

Isaiah 7:14 & Matthew 1:18-25
The prophet Isaiah, foretells, . . . of the birth, of Jesus:

Isaiah 7:14 – “Therefore, the Lord Himself, will give you, a sign: The virgin, will be with child, and will give 
birth, to a son, . . . and, will call Him, Immanuel.”

And, then, . . . the prophecy, is fulfilled:

Matthew 1:18-25 – This is how the birth of Jesus Christ, came about: His mother Mary, was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child, through the Holy 
Spirit. 19 Because Joseph, her husband, was a righteous man, and did not want to expose her, to public 
disgrace, he had in mind, to divorce her, quietly. 

20 But, after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him, in a dream, and said, "Joseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home, as your wife, because what is conceived in her, is from the 
Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will 
save His people, from their sins." 

22 All this took place, to fulfill what the Lord had said, through the prophet: 23 "The virgin will be with child, 
and will give birth to a son, and they will call Him Immanuel"--which means, "God with us." 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord, had commanded him, and took Mary home, as his 
wife. 25 But, he had no union with her, until she gave birth to a son.  And, he gave Him, the name Jesus. 

This is just one, of the accounts, . . . of the birth, of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, . . . over 2000 years ago.  The other, being the more popular, as found in the second chapter, of Luke, . . . known as, the Christmas story.

Yet, this one, almost word for word, fulfills the prophecy, of Isaiah, that this Son, would be called Immanuel, 
which, literally means:  “God With Us.”  

**  This morning, we want to speak about this One, . . . that, came to be with us, . . . that, has had, such an 
awesome impact, . . . upon, this entire world, . . . and, each one, of its inhabitants.

It would be hard, in the course of a half-hour sermon, to say everything, that there is to say, about this One, they 
called Jesus.  In the end, I hope, you come away, . . . with a deeper realization, . . . of whom Jesus is, and 
why, He chose to come, . . . though He, was God, . . . and, be present, with us. 

It is my prayer, that the journey of my life, . . and, your life, which to the believer, can also be described, as our walk with Christ, will someday, be characterized, by joy.  The joy, that comes, with knowing, that He is with us.  

The thought, that our life, our walk with the Lord, might bring to someone else, the joy of knowing Jesus Christ, as his or her, personal Savior.  That would be, our greatest cause, for rejoicing, . . . next to, the unspeakable 
joy, of knowing Him, . . . ourselves. 

Nothing can bring more joy, to the believer, than to be able to, tell someone else, about Jesus, and then witness, 
them praying, and asking Him, . . . to come into their life, . . . and, to save them, from their sins.   

****  My goal today, is to share with you, about this One, . . . called Immanuel.  And, yet, when I sat down, to 
begin my study, for this particular message, . . . a little voice, inside my head, said, “You can’t, do this.  
You’ll never, . . . find, the right words.”

It was, a familiar voice.  I’ve heard it before, and will no doubt be hearing it, the rest of my life.  I’m sure, that 
you’ve heard this voice, before.  It may be the devil, or one his own, . . . trying to defeat any small good, 
that might come, from any one of us, . . . as we choose to tell others, about the goodness, of Jesus Christ.

Perhaps, it was a voice from the past, some adult, long ago, during our childhood, who once asked, “Can’t you, 
do anything right?”  So, now, my mind was beginning to listen, and to think the same negative thing, . . . 
that, I could not do it.  I could not, properly portray, . . . this one named, . . . Immanuel.

Maybe, it’s the voice of an older sibling, who over thirty years ago, on a hot summer day, . . as we sat in the car, 
waiting for Mom, said, . . . “You’re the dumbest person, in the whole family.”

Perhaps, in some way, it was all those voices, at once, . . rallying against me, pushing for defeat.  Who’s to say?

This should be, a familiar picture, that, I am painting, of a time, maybe many times, that the enemy, has tried to 
derail you, and me, . . . from doing something good, , , , in the name of Jesus.  He will do, all that he can, 
to defeat us, and to try to keep us, from realizing, . . . that, God is with us.  

And, yet, He is, . . . with us!  If we are saved, and belong to Him, because of our salvation, . . . and, then, He is 
with us, . . . always.  Sometimes, we are just too busy, to realize, . . . that, He is, with us.

**  Whenever, we get serious, about our relationship, with the Lord, and serious about serving Him, is when we 
are attacked, from every angle, from the enemy, that wants to squash, all the joy, . . . out of serving God.

If we are, naïve enough to listen, then, he will keep on talking, until, he has rendered us, . . . ineffective, for the 
building, of the kingdom of God. The devil wants to keep us, from doing anything, in the name of Jesus.

But, 1 John 4:4 says, “. . . Greater is He, that is in you, . . . than he, that is in the world.”
Behind, all those voices of doom, there is one, single, gentle Voice, that says, . . . “I believe, . . . you can do it.”  
Though, we have our questions, about all those negative voices, or influences, that, we have had on our 
lives, we know whose voice that is.  It is the voice, of Immanuel, . . reminding us, . . that, He is, with us.

**  On my own, I don’t believe, that I could find, the right words, . . . to attempt to describe, . . . this more, than 
wonderful Savior, . . . who came, to be with us, . . . and, to claim us, as His very own.  But, with His 
presence, . . . and, with His help, . . . we try.

****  Please turn, to John Chapter 1.  This is another account, of the arrival of this Jesus, . . . though, not an 
account of, His physical birth.  This goes, way back, even long before, . . . that, time in Bethlehem, from 
which, . . . the Christmas story, was derived.

John 1:1-5 – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
with God, in the beginning. 3 Through Him, all things were made; without Him, nothing was made, that 
has been made. 4 In Him was life, and that life, was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 
but the darkness, has not understood it.” 

John 1:12-14 – “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right, to become 
children of God-- 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision, or a husband's will, but 
born of God. 14 The Word, became flesh, and made His dwelling, among us.  We have seen His glory, 
the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

The Lord God said, that in the fullness of time, He would shine His light, . . . in the darkness.  He said a virgin, 
would conceive, and bring forth, this promise.  This promise, . . . was love.  This promise, . . . was life.  
This promise, . . . was the light, to the world.  He was full, . . . of grace, . . . and truth.  

His Son, was born in Bethlehem, but yet, . . . He came to live, . . . within our hearts.  What an, awesome reality?  
Think about that.  (REPEAT)  What more, could God, have given?  What more, did He have, to give?

“Yet to all that received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God.”  
That is, all it takes, . . . for you to be saved, . . . is to believe, in Him.  That is a promise, . . . from God.

**  Have you ever made, a promise to someone, and then, for whatever reason, failed to keep, . . . that promise?  
How did it, make you feel?  Even if, it were beyond your control, to be able to fulfill the promise, . . . I 
imagine, that you felt remorse, . . . that, you could not, keep your word.  We have all, been there.

Have you ever, had someone else, break a promise, . . that, they made to you?  Sometimes, we can recall painful experiences, caused by a person’s, broken word.  (Nathan:  “God is sad, . . . because, you didn’t, let me play.”)

**  Our God, is the great maker, of promises.  And, He has never made a promise, . . . that, He did not keep.  He 
promised, to send the Messiah, thousands of years before, the baby Jesus, came into the world.  We saw, 
that, it was recorded, in Isaiah, of the Old Testament.  And, then it was fulfilled, in the New Testament.  

He has also promised us, that Jesus, will come again, one day, . . . to take us, to be with Him, in Heaven.  He 
has promised, . . . that, He has gone, to prepare a place for us, . . . that, we may, be with Him, in glory.

He has promised, to forgive us, of our sins, and to cleanse us, from all unrighteousness, if we just confess our 
sins, . . . and, ask for His forgiveness.  In doing so, He gives to us, the promised, eternal life, in Christ.

His Word, the Bible, is quite simply, a collection, of the promises, which He made, to us.  And, He never has, or 
ever will, . . . break any of these promises, to us.  He has promised, . . . to never leave us, nor forsake us.  
He promised, . . . that, He would, be with us.

**  Immanuel:  God is With Us.  Romans 8:31 – “If God is with us, then who can be against us?”  Nothing can 
separate us, . . . from the love of God.  There is no power, nor anything else, in all creation, . . . that, can 
separate us, from the love of God, that is in Christ Jesus, our Lord.  

God is, with us!  This is a promise, from God Himself, . . . that, He has fulfilled, through His Son, Jesus Christ, 
and, the Holy Spirit, . . . in which indwells, the believer.

**  Immanuel, means God, is with us.  It means, that Jesus is with us, . . . every moment, of every hour, of every 
day, of our lives.  The implications of this, can be both, comforting, . . . and, unsettling.  

Comforting, because He has come to watch over us, and protect us, from the dangers, of this life.  He has come, 
to provide for us, our every need, . . . physical, emotional, spiritual.  He desires, to love us, and to wipe 
away our tears, . . . when tough times, come our way.

And, what seems most bizarre, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, longs to share in, and be the source of, the laughter and the joy, that we all too rarely know, and experience.  He wants, His salvation, . . . to be the root, of our joy.

He wants us, to realize, that He is with us, . . . every moment, of our day, . . to bring us, His inner joy.  He wants 
us, to be aware, that He is with us, . . . as we worship Him, every day.

******  At the same time, the thought of Him, always being with us, . . . can be, quite unsettling.  It is one thing 
to know, that He is watching over us, from above.  But, are there times, that we may wish, that He did 
not know, . . . what we are doing, or even thinking?

To say that, He is right here, all the time, places a sudden responsibility, upon us, . . . to live, a clean life.  
(Friends:  “Would Jesus, watch this television show, with you?”)  (Young people, . . . . . . . . this or that?)

We can all think of times, that our attention was stirred, . . . because of thoughts of Him, came to us, . . . when, 
we were not exactly behaving, as we should.  The Holy Spirit, can sometimes be, . . . the uncomforter.  

**  The longer, that we are Christians, the more that we go through life, . . with Him walking with us, and being 
real, in our lives,  . . . the more aware, we should become, . . . of His very presence.

But, sometimes, it works the opposite way, than it seems, it should.  Sometimes, we get so bogged down, in our 
daily routine, . . . that, we forget, . . . that, He is, with us.

How much of your time, throughout the week, are you aware, of His presence?  98% of the time, maybe 50%, 
10%, or just when, we have a need, . . . and, we go to Him, in prayer?  (One second, . . of every minute?)


**  Certain events, in one’s life, will make us, more aware, of His presence.  Hard times, as well as good times, 
will usually, enhance our awareness, . . . of His presence.

The birth, of a newborn baby, will make us celebrate, His goodness.  Falling in love, for the first time, . . . or, 
other times, of exceeding happiness, will usually, make the Christian, . . . enter into, personal worship, 
acknowledging, His presence, . . . and, blessings, upon your life.

When I visually, lay eyes on the ocean, or on Stone Mountain, . . . or, a little child, . . . or, some other, awesome 
creation of God, . . . I will often think, about Him, . . . and, His wondrous creation.

*  On the other hand, what about, when we are arguing, with our spouse, and maybe even, being a little selfish?  
Have you ever, been shaken, by His disturbing presence, . . . when we are failing to be, all that He would 
want us to be?  (Charles Stanley:  Cannot commit anything, . . . without Him, . . . right there, with you.)     

**  Of course, we all know what it is like, to experience His presence, when times suddenly, seem without hope, 
such as the death, of a loved one.  None of us, could make it through these times, without His sweet, and 
loving presence, that sustains us, when there seems to, be no hope.  (Song:  “Shuffling Sandal Feet”)  

I wonder, how those who don’t know the Lord, can make it through, such tough times, and loneliness, . . . of the death, of a loved one.  We at least, have the hope, of seeing them again, one day.  And, we have the presence, of 
the Lord, to see us through it.  We have, other Christians, to comfort us, . . . we have, our church family.    

**  Most incredible, however, are the times, that we know, He is with us, in the midst of our daily, routine lives.  
In the middle, of cleaning the house, or driving somewhere in our pickup, . . . He stops us in our tracks, 
and, makes us aware, . . . of His presence.  

Even, in the midst, of the most, . . . mundane tasks.  He lets us know, that He is there with us, . . . and, He cares, 
about what we are doing.  He cares about, every little detail of our life, because He loves us, more than 
we could ever comprehend.  Sometimes, we think He doesn’t care, about the little details, but, He does.  

He is there, with us, every moment, of every day – Immanuel.  QUOTE:  “There should not be, any ordinary 
moments, . . . for people, who live their lives, . . . with Jesus.  If we are only, alert, . . . to His presence.”
**  When one, is continuously alert, to the presence of God, . . in their life, on a daily basis, . . then, that person 
will be one, that is an active participant, in worship, of the One, that we were created by, and created for.

An awareness, of a Holy God, in our presence, . . . will teach us, to worship, when we are alone, . . . and, not 
just, when we go to church.

This is my prayer, for each of us, . . . this church, this Christmas, . . . that, we will all, learn how to worship, in 
spirit and in truth, . . . when we are alone, throughout this week.  If God will, answer this prayer, . . . 
then everything else, . . . should fall, right in place.  

If we are all daily, aware of His presence, and therefore worshipping Him, as He so deserves, then we would not 
have to pray, that we will keep from falling into sin, . . . or, to come to church, on a regular basis, . . . or, 
to tell others, about Jesus, and invite others, to church, . . . and, so on, and so on.  

If we are worshipping a God, that is so personal, that He is with us, all the time, then we won’t have to worry, 
about all those, other things.  Matthew 6:33 – “But, seek ye first His kingdom, and His righteousness, . . 
and, all these things, will be give to you, as well.”  

Let’s all pray, that God will help us, to be more aware, . . . of His presence, in our daily lives, . . . and, then take 
advantage, of that presence, . . . to express our admiration, of Him.  He is God Almighty, the alpha and 
the omega!  He is worthy, . . . of all glory, honor, and praise!  

And, yet, He wants to be with us.  Isn’t that awesome?  Jesus paid, a tremendous price, . . to be with us.  He was perfect, and holy, and without sin.  We were yet sinners, and Christ died for us, . . so, that, He could, be with us.  

**  But, it goes even, beyond the fact, that He died for us.  He left Heaven, and came and walked among us, for 
33 years, before He was crucified.  And, then, He conquered death, and was raised again, . . . so, that He 
could live among us, . . . in the person, of the Holy Spirit  

**  Imagine, what it would be like, to be at the Father’s side, one moment, . . . and, then, struggling to sleep in a 
cattle trough, the next.  Imagine, what it would be like, . . . to go from hearing, the praise of angels, . . . 
to suffering, the taunts, of evil men.

What it cost Jesus, is an indication, of the incredible value, of His gift to us.  His gift to us, . . . was Himself, His 
very life, His presence, with us, . . . for all of eternity.  Beginning now, . . . not, just, in Heaven.  

(Next week: “What gift, will you bring to Jesus, this Christmas?”) 

**  The apostle Paul realized, the indescribable gift of Immanuel, when he concluded, “If God be for us, who 
could be against us?”  God is on our side, right or wrong, . . . because even when, we are wrong.  He 
still, loves us.  He loves us, . . . no matter what.  

“Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you.”  Jesus said.  That is what, I am trying to get across to you, 
this morning.  Immanuel:  God is with us.  God is with you! . . . . . . . Now, and forever, . . . through the 
good times, and the tough times.

No better name, could be spoken by each of us, during this Christmas season, . . . than, that of . . . Immanuel.  


It means, more to us, than we could, ever imagine.  The presence, . . . of Jesus.  Let us worship, Him!  
Let us worship, . . . Immanuel!

“Immanuel:  God Is With Us”

The prophet Isaiah foretells of the birth of Jesus: 

Isaiah 7:14 – “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and 
will give birth to a son and will call Him Immanuel.”

And, then the prophecy is fulfilled:  

Matthew 1:18-25 – This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was 
pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with 
child through the Holy Spirit.  Because Joseph, her husband, was a righteous man and did 
not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her, quietly.  But, 
after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
"Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife because what is 
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give birth to a son and you are to give 
Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins."  All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet:  "The virgin will be with child 
and will give birth to a son and they will call Him Immanuel"--which means "God with 
us."  When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took Mary home as his wife.  But, he had no union with her until she gave birth to a son.  
And, he gave Him the name Jesus.
1 John 4:4 – “Greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.”
John 1:1-5 – “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was 
God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through Him all things were made; without 
Him nothing was made, that has been made.  In Him was life and that life was the light of 
men.  The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.”




John 1:12-14 – “Yet to all who received Him, to those who believed in His name, He gave the 
right to become children of God--children born not of natural descent, nor of human 
decision or a husband's will, but born of God.  The Word became flesh and made His 
dwelling among us.  We have seen His glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came 
from the Father full of grace and truth.” 

Matthew 6:33 – “But, seek ye first His kingdom and His righteousness and all these things will 
be give to you, as well.”  
