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Psalm 103:13
Happy Father’s Day!  I love, Father’s Day.  For believers, . . . it’s a great day, . . . of celebration.  I believe, that 
Father’s Day, for Christians, . . . is one of the greatest days, of celebration.  Whatever your feelings, about 
Father’s Day, and we’ll talk about some of the struggles, that some of you may have, with Father’s Day, 
but, this is the day, when you can celebrate the fact, . . . that, we have a perfect Father, in Heaven.  
As we talk about God, our Father, . . . I genuinely hope, that this will be a Father’s Day gift, for many of you.  
That, you’ll sense His love, . . . like you never have before, . . . that, will carry you through the day, in an 
incredible, and strengthening way.  

The title of the message, today, is, . . . “How to Let God, be Your Father.”  One of the most important lessons, 
we can learn in life – how do I let God, . . . be my Father.  The truth is, that God desires, to be a father, to 
every one of us.  But, you and I have to learn, . . . to let Him, be our Father.  Today, we’re going to take a 
simple look, at how we can allow God, be the Father, . . . that, we all need.  

We all know how, to see God, as creator.  But, it’s more difficult, . . . to see Him, as Father.  We know how, to 
see Him as sustainer, . . . but, it’s hard, to see Him, as Father.  We’re certainly great, at seeing Him, as the 
judge, . . . but, it’s hard for us, to picture God, . . . as our Father.

One Christian psychologist, for years, has asked people, who have a hard time, picturing who God is, in their 
lives, to draw an actual picture of God.  He writes this: “As you might imagine, I have an interesting 
collection, of drawings.  Several depict pictures, of mean looking grandfatherly type figures, . . . with 
lightening bolts coming down, . . . if we do anything wrong, . . . or, out of line, whatsoever.  
You can come to church, for years and years, and never understand, the simple truth, that God wants to be, our 
Father.  That’s one of the most revolutionary things, that Jesus taught us.  Nobody talked about that, before 
Jesus came.  But, when Jesus came, He sat down and said, “I want to teach you guys, how to pray.  Pray, 
‘Our Father.’”  That’s how, you address God.  That’s who, God wants to be, . . . in our lives.

Today, I want to share with you, some simple things, that you and I can do, . . . to let God, be our Father.  It’s in 
an acrostic.  FATHER.  This isn’t to limit God, to those things.  He’s probably, a hundred things.  This is to limit me, . . so we don’t get out of here, at 12:30, or something like that.  (The first 3 letters, said “FAT.”)

F – I need to Feel, . . . His compassion.  That’s where, it begins.  I have to know, . . . that God cares, about me.  
How can I trust someone, . . . if I don’t know, that they care about me?  How can I give my life to someone, 
who I think, doesn’t really know, or understand, or care about, . . . what I’m going through.  So, it starts 
with feeling, . . . the compassion, that God has.  

Psalm 103:13 – “He is like a Father to us, tender and sympathetic, . . . towards those, who reverence Him.”  
Tender, and sympathetic.  God has compassion, . . . for us.  He cares.  He feels.  He feels, . . . my problems.  
He feels, my pain.  He feels, my potential.  He feels, all of those things.  Compassion means, . . to feel with.  
And, God feels with me, . . . throughout life.  

Sometimes, I think, because we know, that God knows everything, He knows the future.  We think, He watches 
our life, like you and I might watch a movie, an Indiana Jones movie, for the thirty-third time.  It’s not quite 
as exciting, . . . when you know, what’s going to happen.  Or, like you might watch a ballgame, and you 
already know the score, . . . so, it’s just not the same feeling.  

It’s not, that way, at all.  God may know the future, but He also knows us.  And, He knows, what you’re feeling, right now.  He knows, what we’re going through.  Because of that, the Bible says, He’s got sympathy, for us.  
He’s got compassion, . . . about, what you and I, are facing.  We have to learn, . . . to feel, His compassion.  

How do we do that?  The answer is, this verse.  “Compassion is shown, to those, who reverence Him.”  What 
does reverence mean?  The idea behind it is, . . . us being able, to respect God.  One person has defined it, 
as the constant awareness, of God’s power.  That’s reverence, for God.  Recognizing, that anywhere I go, 
everywhere I am, He’s there, and He wants to make a difference, in my life.  He cares about everything, 
that, I’m facing.  (Use Post-It Notes, in your car, your office, your bathroom, wherever, . . . “God is here.”)  
A – Accept, . . . His unconditional love.  John 3:16, is the most famous verse, in the Bible.  It’s so famous, that 
it’s sort of a pop culture, . . . that’s, sprung up, around this verse.  There’s a guy in Nevada, who’s named 
himself, . . . John three-sixteen.  We see it at football games, all the time.  
John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world, that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him, shall not perish, but have eternal life.”  There was an interview, done recently, with Larry King.  Somebody 
asked him, “Is there anyone, that you’d like to interview, . . . that, you’ve never interviewed?”  He has 
interviewed everyone, in the world.  He said, “I’d like to, interview God.”  The interviewer asked him, 
“What question, would you ask God, . . . if you talked to Him?”  He said, “Did you ever, have a Son?”  

God’s already answered, that question.  He sent His Son, into this world, to show us, the answer.  He sent His 
Son, in human history, to let us know.  In fact, God not only had a Son, God not only, sent His Son.  But, 
John 3:16 tells us, . . . that, God gave, . . . His Son.  

It’s the greatest gift, you’ll ever receive.  He gave, His Son, to us.  God gave us something, that we could never 
get on our own, when He gave us His Son.  He gave us, His unconditional love.  That, whoever believes in 
Him, shouldn’t perish, . . . but, have eternal life.    

How do I accept, this love?  John 3:16 tells us.  “Believe, in Me.”  Jesus said, in John 14:6 – “I am the way.  I 
am the truth.  I am the life.  No one comes to the Father, but through Me.”  He provided, . . . a path, for us.  Jesus said, “Here’s the way.  Here’s the truth, about a relationship, with God.  Here’s where, the life, is found.  
You can come, to the Father, . . . through Me.  I am the way.”  

When we do that, . . . we begin to discover, the great truth, of the next verse.  1 John 3:1 – “See how very much, 
our heavenly Father, loves us.  He allows us, to be called, His children.  Think of it.  We really are.”  
Some of you, honestly, . . . have longed, for those words – how much, your Father, . . . loves you.  The truth is, 
some of you, hate Father’s Day.  Let’s be honest, about it.  You hate, Father’s Day.  It reminds you, of a 
father, that wasn’t there, some needs, that weren’t met, in your life.  Or, even worse, it reminds you, of the 
cruel pain, that your father, brought into your life.  The statistics on that, are incredible.  I want you to 
know, . . . that, God understands.  He has compassion.  He hurts, for you.  Accept, His unconditional love.  
Once, I’ve found his love in my life, . . . I need to begin, to build on that, . . . in practical ways.  The T, in your 
outline stands for, the first thing I need, . . . to do that.  
T – Tell God, . . . about the needs, . . . in my life.  I tell Him, . . . what I need.  Matthew 6:8-9 – “The Father 
knows, what you need, before you ask Him.  So, this is how you should pray.  ‘Our Father who is in heaven, 
hallowed be Your name.’”  

If you think it’s simple, to tell God, about your needs, . . . that, it’s sort of a natural thing, we all do as believers, 
I’m here to tell you – it’s not.  I know people, who have been believers, for years and years, and they’ve 
never reached this step, . . . in their relationship, with God.  They come to church, and they know that God 
loves them, but, they’ve never reached that point, in their relationship, where they feel like, “I can tell God, 
everything that I need.”  That’s an important step, . . . in letting Him love us, . . . as a Father.  

When I read this verse, in which Jesus talked about, talking to God like a Father, there’s a couple of questions, that come into my mind.  One of the questions, is this:  If God already knows, what I need – that’s what Jesus said – how come, I have to tell Him, what I need?  Why couldn’t He just send it directly, if He already knows?  
Why do we have to go through, all this prayer?  

It’s important, to understand, something about prayer, that Jesus teaches us, here.  Prayer is not, getting God’s 
attention.  “God!  I’m down here!  Do You see, what I’m facing?”  He already knows.  Prayer is not, me 
informing God, . . . about my needs.  Prayer is me, . . . depending on God, . . . for my needs.  
When I pray, I’m not letting God know, what’s happening down here.  He already knows.  I’m saying, “God, I 
want to trust You, with this need, . . . in my life.”  That’s an important step, in my relationship, with God.  Prayer is not, convincing God, to care.  It’s trusting, the One, who cares the most, about the needs, in our lives.  

Jesus said, Pray, . . . Our Father.  It’s an expression, . . . of a relationship.  Understand that, from the beginning.  
If Father, is just a form, just a word, it doesn’t work.  If it expresses a relationship, . . . that, makes me feel, 
. . . closer to God.  That develops, my relationship, with God.  Tell Him, . . . about your needs. 

Jesus went on, in Matthew 7:11, to tell us one of the main reasons, why you and I fail to talk to God, about our 
needs.  He says, “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts, to your children, . . . how 
much more, will your Father in heaven, give good gifts, to those who ask Him.”  

I don’t know why, but somehow, we think, that God’s setting up in heaven, and He really doesn’t want, to give 
anything out.  He’s just got, a limited amount.  Maybe, if you’re lucky, or fortunate, . . . He’ll give to you.  
Like, He’s some heavenly, slot machine.  No.  Jesus said, . . . look at yourselves.  Look at how you, like to give, good gifts.  That’s just the reflection, of how great God is.  God is better at it, than you are.  God wants to give gifts, to His children.  He wants to give, like a Father, to His children.  When I understand that, and I start to talk to God, about my needs, I develop a deeper relationship, with Him.  That’s letting God be my Father.

H – I need to learn, to Heed, His guidance.  At first, I started to say, “Hear”.  It’s not, just enough, to hear it.  
I’ve got to, do it.  I’ve got to follow, the guidance, that only God, can give to me.  I deepen my relationship, 
with God, . . . as I talk with Him.  But, then it becomes deeper, as I begin, . . . to listen, to Him.  Listen to 
the way, that only He, . . . can meet, my needs.

Psalm 32:8 – “The Lord says, I will make you wise, and show you, where to go.  I will guide you, and I will 
watch over you.”  Look at the things, He promises, He’ll do, . . . as He guides us, . . . make you wise, and 
show you, where to go.  Inner wisdom, . . . and, external signs.  He gives, . . . both.  

Sometimes, we only thank Him, . . . for one of them.  Sometimes, we only thank God, . . . when He sends 
circumstances in my life, or someone sends something, . . . and all of a sudden, I know which way to go.  
It’s like a neon sign, kind of experience.  Wow!  God’s showing me, the direction to go.  You do need to 
thank Him, for that.  


But, this verse says, that it’s just as valid, to thank Him, for the wisdom, in 
your brain, or your heart, . . . to know the right thing to do.  He gave that, just as much, to show us, the right 
way to go.  God wants to, give us guidance – externally, and internally, . . . to show us, the way to go.  

When I think of God, guiding me . . I often think, of the future.  I often think, What am I going to do, tomorrow.  
I think God, thinks more about, what are you going to do, . . . today?  What steps, are you going to take, . . . 
today?  How are you, going to live out the life, . . . I give for you, today?  

There are two main things, that, God does in my life, to guide me day by day, to show me the way to go.  He 
guides me through, His discipline, and through, His encouragement.  Hebrews, talks about, His discipline.  
Hebrews 4:9 – “We have all had fathers, here on earth, who disciplined us.  It’s even more important, to 
accept discipline, from the Father of our spirits, so that we can have life.”  
God’s not some, heavenly scrooge.  He’s not some, heavenly Santa Clause, either.  He knows us.  He knows, 
we have faults.  He wants us, to grow.  So, He disciplines us, to help us to grow.  He wouldn’t be a good 
father, if He said, . . . Just go your own way, and whatever you want, is fine.  I’m sure, everything will turn 
out fine.  He sees the wrong directions, that we may be going in, and so He puts things, in our paths, and 
into our lives, to discipline us, to stop us, to save us, to grow us, into the kind of people, He wants us to be.  

Our perfect Heavenly Father disciplines us, so that we can share, . . His character.  He wants us, to be like Him.  
So, He sends those experiences, into our lives.  That’s part, of God’s loving us, . . . as a father.  I can either 
accept that, as punishment – which it isn’t – or, discipline – God trying to make me better, and to grow me.  
That’s developing, . . . my relationship, . . . with God.  

There’s another side, to this.  Not only, does God direct me, daily, through discipline, . . . but, also, through encouragement.  2 Thessalonians 2:16 – “May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God our Father, encourage you, and strengthen you, in every good thing, that you do and say.”  Every good thing, that you do, and say.  

God’s waiting, to encourage you, when you do something right.  He’s waiting, to encourage you, when you say 
something right.  I think, we all have this picture, in our minds, that God’s waiting up in heaven, to catch 
us, . . . when we do something wrong.  That’s not right.  He’s waiting, to encourage us.  Every time I do the 
right thing, every time I say the right thing, . . . God wants to encourage me, . . . so, I can keep on growing.  

People tend, to go, clear one way, or clear, the other.  It’s either, all of God, is discipline.  He’s going to get me!  
He’s going to keep me, under His wing!  He’s going to keep me, from doing anything wrong!  Or, it’s all, 
God of encouragement.  He never, disciplines me.  He’s my, loving Father.  The truth is, . . . God’s both.  
God is just like we, as good fathers, should be, . . . both.  Discipline and encouragement, come from God, and 
it’s for the same purpose.  To grow us, into the kind of people, that He wants us to be.  If we are going to 
love God, like the Father, we need to learn, to listen to both – God’s discipline, and His encouragement.  
That’s part of ​​heeding, . . . His guidance. 

E – Enjoy, . . . God’s presence.  It’s a natural step, in a relationship, between a father and son, or a father and 
daughter.  As you grow up in a family, as a child, first of all, you have the relationship, where you sort of, 
. . . follow dad’s orders.  Then, you’re just, sort of, . . . around them.  
But, there comes a day, someday, when you really enjoy, their presence, . . . if the relationship, is a healthy one.  
Parents, you know, that’s not going to happen, . . . in the teenage years, probably.  But, there is day, . . .  
somewhere, when you just enjoy, . . . if it’s a healthy relationship, . . . being around, your dad.  

Because, we can, have a healthy relationship, with God, our perfect Father, . . . there comes a day, someday, 
when it’s not just me, trying to listen, to what He wants me to do.  I just enjoy, . . being with Him, as I pray.  
I enjoy, listening to His word.  I enjoy, being around others, who enjoy, being with Him.  That’s, a healthy 
relationship, . . . with God.     

Ephesians 2:13 – “But, now, in Christ Jesus, you who were far away from God, you’ve been brought near, through the blood, of Jesus Christ’s death.”  God brought us, near.  The popular idea, of God out there, is a God of distance.  The real truth, about God is, . . . He is near.   The idea is, He’s as far away, as the farthest galaxy.  
But, the truth is, . . . He’s as near, as my next heartbeat.  He wants to be, a part, of my life.  

The popular idea, about God is, that He watches, our actions.  But, the real truth, about God is, He wants to be, 
infinitely involved, in every detail, of my life.  The popular idea is, that God is anxiously waiting, to judge, 
those, who do wrong.  But, the real truth is, God is anxiously waiting, to forgive, and to grow us, and make 
us, into the kind of people, He wants us to be.  He’s come, . . . near to us.  In a world, where people see 
God, as unapproachable, . . . the real truth is, . . . God is relational.  He wants to be, . . . our Father.  

How much does God want me, to enjoy, this relationship?  How close, is this relationship?  Look at the words, 
that Paul used, in Romans 8:15.  He picks up on a word, that Jesus used in His ministry, to His disciples.  He says that same word, that same relationship with God, that Jesus had, . . . it fits for our lives.  Romans 8:15 –  
“You did not receive a spirit, that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the spirit of sonship, 
and by Him, we cry ‘Abba, Father.’” 

That word, is the most intimate word, that can be used, between a father and a son, father and a daughter, in that 
day.  The Hebrew word, literally means, . . . “daddy”, or “papa”.  Paul dares to use the word, . . . that, Jesus 
used, to describe, our relationship, with God.  Call Him, “Daddy.”  
That’s, the kind of relationship, that I’m supposed to have, with God.  That’s the kind of relationship, that God 
wants you to have, with Him.  Where, I can trust Him, . . . like, a little child.  Enjoy, . . . His presence.

R – stands for, . . . Rejoice in, . . . His reward.  Matthew 6:4 – “Your Father can see, what is done, in secret.”  
How does that, make you feel?  How does it make you feel, if I say, . . “God saw what you did, last week!”  
Does that make you, feel joyous, . . . or, nervous?  How does that, . . . make you feel?  

Most of us, it makes us feel, a little bit nervous.  God saw, what I did!  It says, “Your Father sees, what’s done, in secret, . . . and, He will reward you.”  God is looking for prayers, that you prayed, . . and, no one else knows about, and He wants to reward you, for those.  He’s looking for words, that you don’t say, to your husband, or wife, or kids.  The times, when you bite your tongue, and don’t say, hurtful words.  God sees that, and He will, 
reward you.  He’s waiting, to reward those, . . . who follow Him.  We need to rejoice, . . . in, that reward.  

Galatians 4:7, describes our growing relationship, with God.  “So, you’re no longer, a slave, but a son.  And, since you’re a Son, God has made you, an heir.”   Circle, “slave” and “son” and “heir.”  Sometimes, we have a relationship with God, . . . and, we think we’re a slave, and we’re just supposed to, follow His commandments.  That’s not it.  God wants us, to grow out of that, and recognize, we’re His sons, and daughters.  To recognize that, I can have a relationship, with God.  It starts maybe with rules, but God wants it, to become, a relationship.  

But, there’s a next step, in this growth, of recognizing, that God, is my Father.  He says, I’m also, . . . an heir.  It goes from rules, to relationship, to riches.  To recognizing, that He has the riches, of His love, to show to me, 
every day, of my life.  Many of those, are on this earth, but, the bulk of those, are waiting for us, in heaven.  
As we develop this relationship, with God, here on this earth, as our Father, . . . the closer we get to Him, . . . 
the more anxious we get, . . . for the rewards of heaven, and being with Him, for eternity.  That’s a natural 
development, . . . of our relationship with God.  

Some of you think, “It makes me a little uncomfortable, to think about God, rewarding me.  I think, I should 
just, follow Him.  Just do the things He says, and not think about, that reward stuff.”  Sometimes, we get so 
spiritual, . . . we just forget, . . . who we really are.  

If your best friend, for twenty or thirty years, were elected President, this next year, wouldn’t you somewhere, 
deep in your heart, just think a little bit, about how, that might affect your life, . . . if your best friend, were 
elected President?  I would.  And, if you and I become best friends, with the creator of the universe, . . . it’s 
natural, to think about how, that affects my life.  

Hebrews 11 tells us, we don’t have faith, if we don’t think about, . . . God’s rewards.  Hebrews 11:6 – “And, 
without faith, it’s impossible, to please God.  Because, anyone who comes to Him, must believe, that He 
exists, and He rewards, . . . those, who earnestly seek Him.”  It’s a, trusting thing.  I don’t demand, God’s 
rewards, . . . I enjoy, His rewards.  I rejoice, in all, that He wants to give.  It’s more, than I can ever ask for, 
anyway.  Rejoice, . . . in His rewards.  

Luke 6:36, if you’re a dad or father, “Try to show as much compassion, . . . as your Father does.”  The way that God’s a Father to us, is the way, that we’re to be, father to our kids.  “Try to show as much compassion, as your 
Father does.”  In order, to be great father, . . . I must have, a great Father.  I cannot be a great father, unless, I have a great Father.  Our earthly fathers, as good as they might have been, aren’t great, like God is.  Only God, 
is great.  In Him, I can find the great Father, that I need to be, the great father, that I desire to be, in my life.  

You never will, measure up to God.  But, you and I, can be growing.  Lead them.  Lead your kids.  They need 
that, . . . from us as dads.  I know that, our leadership, makes an incredible impact, on our kids’ lives.  So, 
here’s what I encourage you to do.  Just take all the stuff aside, about how you grew up, and, . . . just let 
God love you, . . . as a Father.  Do the things, we talked about, today.  Let Him love you, . . . as a Father.  
Then, watch that, spill over, in your kids’ lives.  It will.  It inevitably will.  

Here’s the place to start, . . . with this verse.  “Try to show, as much compassion, as your Father does.”  I don’t 
know about you, but, as a dad, I struggle with that.  When one of my kids, gets hurt.  When one of my kids 
gets hurt, I always want to give direction, . . . rather than compassion.  Always, have an answer.  What they 
need, is compassion.  Our kids, need that, from us, don’t they?  Sometimes, before we tell them, which way 
to go, . . . let them know, we care about, which way, they’re going.  

As we close, today, I want to remind you, we have a great Father.  A great Father!  Because, of His greatness, 
you and I, . . . can be great fathers.

“How to Let God BE YOUR FATHER” 

F - A – T – H – E - R

F – I need to ________ His compassion


Psalm 103:13 – “He is like a Father to us, tender and sympathetic towards those who reverence Him.”  

A – ____________ His unconditional love


John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in 


Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”  


John 14:6 – “I am the way.  I 
am the truth.  I am the life.  No one comes to the Father, but through Me.”


1 John 3:1 – “See how very much our heavenly Father loves us.  He allows us to be called His children.  

Think of it.  We really are.”  

T – ________ God about the needs in my life


Matthew 6:8-9 – “The Father knows what you need before you ask Him.  So this is how you should pray.  

‘Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name.’”  


Prayer is me depending on God for my needs.  


Matthew 7:11 – “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 


much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him.”  

H – I need to learn to ________ His guidance


Psalm 32:8 – “The Lord says, I will make you wise and show you where to go.  I will guide you and I 


will watch over you.”  

Hebrews 4:9 – “We have all had fathers here on earth who disciplined us.  It’s even more important to 

accept discipline from the Father of our spirits, so that we can have life.”  


2 Thessalonians 2:16 – “May our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father encourage you and 


strengthen you in every good thing that you do and say.”  

E – __________ God’s presence


Ephesians 2:13 – “But now in Christ Jesus, you who were far away from God, you’ve been brought 


near through the blood of Jesus Christ’s death.”  


Romans 8:15 –  “You did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the 

spirit of sonship and by Him we cry ‘Abba, Father.’” 

R – ______________ in His reward


Matthew 6:4 – “Your Father can see what is done in secret and He will reward you.”  

Gal. 4:7 – “So you’re no longer a slave, but a son.  And since you’re a Son, God has made you an heir.”   


Hebrews 11:6 – “And without faith, it’s impossible to please God.  Because anyone who comes to Him 


must believe that He exists and He rewards those who earnestly seek Him.”

Luke 6:36 – “Try to show as much compassion as your Father does.”
1

