“He Turned His Back” – Sunday March 24, 2013 at SBC  

Matthew 27:22-23, 27-31, 35-38, & 45-46







The crucifixion, . . . of Jesus Christ.  The greatest exhibition of love, ever demonstrated, . . . in the history of creation.  And, yet, by far, the saddest event, ever witnessed, . . . as innocence was slaughtered, because of the 
sin, . . . of mankind.  Jesus, was nailed to a cross, . . . in our stead, . . . because, He loved us, that much.  

Listen, to this description, of what took place, with our Lord and Savior, as we see, . . . in Matthew Chapter 27.  


For the sake of time, . . . we will skim through, just some of the verses, that describe this tragic, . . . and, 
yet, . . . triumphant event.  We will begin, . . . with verse 22.  

****  If you are saved, the accounts of the cross, . . . may bring tears to your eyes, as we read it. (Movie: “The 
Passion of Christ” – Have we, just forgotten?)  If you have never, yet, been saved, . . . we pray that this, 
will help you, to understand, just how much, . . . that, Jesus Christ, loves you.  He did this, . . . for you!  

TEXT:  Matt 27:22-23 – “What shall I do, then, with Jesus, who is called Christ?”  Pilate asked.  They all 
answered, “Crucify Him!”  “Why? What crime, has He committed?” asked Pilate.  But, they shouted 
all the louder, “Crucify Him!”" 

Matthew 27:27-31 – Then the governor's soldiers, took Jesus into the Praetorium, and gathered the whole 
company of soldiers, around Him.  They stripped Him, and put a scarlet robe on Him, and then twisted 
together, a crown of thorns, and set it on His head.  They put a staff, in His right hand, and knelt in front 
of Him, and mocked Him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said.  They spit on Him, and took the staff, and 
struck Him on the head, again and again.  After they had mocked Him, they took off the robe, and put 
His own clothes, on Him.  Then they led Him away, . . . to crucify Him. 

Matthew 27:35-38 – When they had crucified Him, they divided up His clothes, by casting lots.  And, sitting 
down, they kept watch over Him there.  Above His head, they placed the written charge, against Him: 
THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.  Two robbers, were crucified with Him, one on His right, 
and one on His left. 

Matthew 27:45-46 – From the sixth hour, until the ninth hour, darkness came over, all the land.  About the ninth 
hour, Jesus cried out, in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi,  lama sabachthani?”, . . . which means, “My God, my 
God, . . . why have you forsaken me?”

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to earth, for one reason – to give His life, as a ransom . . . for you, . . . and, 
for me, . . . and, for all of us.  He sacrificed Himself, to give us, a second chance.  He would have done 
whatever it took, to save us, . . . and, He did.  Even, to the point of death, . . . even death, upon the cross.  

**  Now, in order for Him, to give His life, as a ransom, . . . then, that means, that we must have been, . . . held 
captive, . . . by something.  There must, have been a price, to be paid, . . . to free us, from this captivity.

What was it, that held us, in bondage?  What was it, that held us, in captivity?  What was this problem, that we 
had, . . . that, we needed a ransom, to be paid, . . in order to free us?  It was sin.  Because, of our sin, . . . 
we were being held, . . . until, the debt, . . . was paid, for our sin.

Was everyone, held captive, because they had sinned?  Romans 3:23 – “For all have sinned, and fall short, of 
the glory of God.”  Yes, all of us, . . . were guilty.  And, there was a debt, . . . that, had to be paid.  

What was, this debt, . . that, literally cost, the life of Christ, to be sacrificed, by His death?  Romans 6:23 – “For 
the wages of sin, is death, . . . but, the gift of God, is eternal life, . . . in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” 

Apart from, this substitutionery death, of Christ, upon the cross, to pay the sin debt, that we owed, . . . then, this debt, would have to be paid, . . by us.  Apart from, what Christ did for us, to become a ransom, . . in our behalf, then, we would face eternal death, separated from God, . . . in a place of eternal torment, a place, called hell.

*  Now, why would, we have to be separated, from God.  Sure, we may mess up, from time to time, . . . and, we 
may be guilty, of being a little dishonest, or maybe we struggle sometimes, with pride, or even jealousy.  
But, we’re not, . . . all that bad.  We’ve never killed anyone, or hurt anyone, that much, . . . have we?

Well, according to the Bible, which we believe to be, the Word of God, . . any sin, no matter how small, or how insignificant, will totally separate us from God, because He is holy, and righteous, and perfect.  And, because of His complete holiness, . . He can have nothing, whatsoever, to do with sin.  In fact, He cannot even, look at sin.

And, yet, though, the Bible tells us, that God hates sin, . . . and, He can have nothing whatsoever, to do with sin, 
. . . He still loves the sinner.  Amen?  Romans 5:8 – “But, God demonstrates His own love for us, in this: 
. . . While we were still sinners, . . . Christ died for us.”

Even though, all of us are guilty of sin, to one extent, or the other.  It doesn’t matter, how much, or how bad, . . . Almighty God, the God that created us, and this earth, showed us, how much He loved us, by sending His only 
Son, Jesus Christ, to come, and lay down His life, on a cruel cross, as a ransom, that we might have life.  

***  Do you know, this Jesus?  Have you ever, come to a point, in your life, that you admitted, that you were a sinner, and asked Him, to forgive you of your sins, and allowed Him, to become, . . . that ransom, . . . for you?

Unless, you have done so, . . . then, you still owe, . . . that debt, . . . which is death.  But Jesus, came and died in 
your place, and in my place, . . . if we will just, reach out to Him, and accept His payment, for our sins.  
Accept, His free gift, . . . of salvation. 

Please, do not put this off, any longer, if you have never trusted in Him, as your personal Savior.  He wants, to 
save you, today.  We have, no promise, . . . of tomorrow.  He wants, to pay your ransom, today, . . . and, 
free you, from your burden, of sin, . . . and, the debt, of your sin.  

**  You know, it is the most awful thing, that anyone, has ever had to go through, in the history of this world, . .  
when Christ was ridiculed, and falsely accused, and mocked, and beaten, and spat upon, stripped naked, 
and, nailed to a cross, and left hanging there, . . suspended between Heaven and earth, bleeding to death.  



(A rose, . . . trampled upon.)

He shed His blood, on Calvary’s tree (a tree that He created, knowing, that it would one day, become His cross),


And, He laid down His life, as a ransom, to pay for the sins, of the world.  Some say, that He hung there, 
. . . suffering, . . . beyond our comprehension, . . . for six hours, . . . before He, . . . finally died.

And then, He was buried, and on the third day, He arose from the dead, . . and He is alive, today.  He conquered 
death, and He conquered sin, in our behalf.  This was truly, the greatest act of love, . . . ever displayed.  
And, He did it for you, and He did it for me, . . . as a ransom, to free us, from our captivity, . . . of sin.

****  But, let me tell you, what I believe to be, the most horrific thing, that happened, . . . when Christ, paid our 
ransom, and died, in our stead.  The Bible tells us, that God the Father, . . literally, turned His back, . . . 


on His Son, Jesus Christ, while He was hanging, on that cross, . . . because, God, cannot look at sin.

And Jesus, had taken upon Himself, the sin of this world.  That includes your sin, and my sin. The Bible tells us, 
that, He literally, took our sin, . . . upon Himself.  Though, . . . He was sinless.  2 Cor. 5:21 – “God made 
Him, who had no sin, . . . to be sin for us, so that in Him, we might become, the righteousness of God.”

Yes, that was the only way, that the ransom, could be paid.  Our sin, had to be, atoned for.  He had to, take our place.  God, . . on a cross.  The creator, . . being sacrificed, . . . for the creation.  God convincing man, once and for all, that He would give anything, . . pay any price, . . to save us.  He could have, walked away, but He didn’t.

****  It wasn’t right, that people spit, into the eyes, . . . which had wept, . . for them.  It wasn’t right, that spikes, 
pierced the hands, . . . which formed the earth.  But, most of all, it wasn’t right, that the Son of God, . . . 
was forced, . . . to hear, . . . the silence of God.
While Jesus, was on the cross, God sat, on His hands.  He turned His back, . . . on His Son.  He ignored, the reality, of His innocence.  He sat in silence, while the sins, of the world, were placed upon, . . His Son.  And, He 
did nothing, . . . when Jesus cried, “My God, my God, . . . why have you, forsaken me?”   (SILENCE)

It was the most, . . . gut-wrenching cry, in history.  Never have words, carried so much hurt.  Never has One, . . . 
been so lonely.  The despair, was even darker, than the sky.  It was far worse, . . . than all of the physical 
pain, that came, from being crucified, upon a cross.

The Two, . . . who had been One, . . . were now separated.  Jesus, who had been with God, for all of eternity, . .  
was now, alone.  The trinity, . . . was dismantled.  The Godhead, . . . is disjointed.  

****  And, it is more, . . . than Jesus, can take.  He withstood, the beatings, . . . without a word.  He remained strong, during the mock trials.  He watched, in silence, as those that He loved, ran away.  Nor, did He scream, when the nails, pierced His wrists, . . . or when they shoved, that crown of thorns, down upon His sacred head.

But, when God, . . . turned His head . . that, was more, than He could handle.  “My God, my God, . . . why have 
you, forsaken me?”   A cry of despair, . . . a cry of agony, . . . a cry of, magnificent hurt, and pain.

*  We can’t, understand it.  Why did this, have to happen?  Because of sin, . . my sin, . . . and your sin.  Not His, . . . He had, no sin.  He was perfect, but He chose, to take upon Himself, . . .our sin.  Why?  He did it, . . . for us!
One reason, that He said, that He did it, was to fulfill prophecy.  Look back, one chapter, at Matthew 26:53-54, 
at the time, of Jesus’ arrest.  When God, has a plan, and when God’s Word, states that plan, . . . it must 
go through, . . . and Jesus knew this.  He knew it, before the creation, of the world.  And, all of this, had 
been prophesied, . . . hundreds of years before.  He knew, what would take place. 

Matthew 26:53-54 – “Do you think, I cannot call on my Father, and He will at once, put at my disposal, more 
than twelve legions, of angels?  But, how then, would the Scriptures, be fulfilled, . . . that say it must 
happen, in this way?”  

He could have called, twelve legions, of angels.  (Each Roman legion, at full strength, contained 6,000 men.)  That’s 72,000 angels!  (Not 10,000.)  But, He chose, instead, to fulfill the promise of God, to you and me, and provide, a way of salvation.  He loved us, that much.  God, has never, made a promise, . . that, He did not fulfill.

I want us to look back, a little earlier, in Chapter 26, at when Jesus was praying, in Gethsemane.  He knew, what lay ahead for Him, . . . and, He was broken hearted, . . over it.  And, I believe, that He was broken hearted, more 
because of the pending separation, from the Father, than because of, the physical agony, that He faced.

Matthew 26:36-44 – Then, Jesus, went with His disciples, to a place called Gethsemane, and He said to them, 
“Sit here, while I go over there, and pray.” 37 He took Peter, and the two sons of Zebedee, along with 
Him, and He began to be sorrowful, and troubled. 38 Then, He said to them, “My soul, is overwhelmed 
with sorrow, to the point of death.  Stay here, and keep watch with me.” 39 Going a little farther, He fell 
with His face to the ground, and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup, be taken from me. 
Yet, not as I will, . . . but, as you will.” 40 Then, He returned to His disciples, and found them sleeping. 
“Could you men, not keep watch with me, for one hour?”  He asked Peter. 41 “Watch and pray, so that 
you will not, fall into temptation.  The spirit, is willing, . . . but, the body, is weak.” 42 He went away, a 
second time, and prayed, “My Father, if it is not possible, for this cup to be taken away, unless I drink it, 
may your will be done.” 43 When He came back, He again found them sleeping, because their eyes were 
heavy. 44 So He left them, and went away once more, and prayed the third time, saying the same thing.” 

He grieved, . . . looking towards, . . . the Father, turning His back on Him, because, of our sin.  This had to be, 
the most horrific part, of His death, upon the cross.  This is why, . . . He prayed, throughout, the night.

Does this look like, the picture of a saintly Jesus, resting in the palm of God?  No, instead, we see an agonizing, 
straining, and struggling Jesus.  We see, a man of sorrows.  We see, a man struggling with fear, (worry) 
wrestling with commitments, and crying out, for relief.  We see Jesus, in the fog, . . . of a broken heart.  

*  It kind of reminds me, . . . of us, . . . doesn’t it?  Jesus, had become fully man, though, fully God, . . . in order 
to become, that ransom for us.  Jesus is cloaked, in sainthood, . . . and, yet, in humanity.  And, because 
of this, He can fully relate, . . . to what we are going through, . . . in every way.  

He suffered, like we do, but more.  He was even tempted, like we are, . . but, He stood the test.  Hebrews 4:15 – 
“For we do not have a high priest, who is unable, to sympathize, with our weaknesses, but we have One, 
who has been tempted, in every way, just as we are—yet, was without sin.” 

The next time, that we find ourselves, . . . in the fog of a broken heart, . . we may do well, to remember Jesus, in the Garden.  The next time, that we think, that no one understands, reread this passage of scripture, where Jesus 
cried out, to the Father, in agony. The next time, that we think, that God does not, feel our pain, He does.

Seeing God like this, does wonders, for our own suffering.  God was never, more human, than, during this hour.  
God was never, so near to us, than when, . . . He hurt.  He was actually, agonizing so, that while He was 
praying, . . . His sweat, . . . was like huge, drops of blood.  (Have we, ever worried, . . . that much?)

****  And, it works, the other way around; we can draw closer to God, . . . when we hurt.  We can see God, like 
never before.  Just by realizing, . . . how He suffered, . . . as a human, . . . all for our account.

He wants us to know, that He has been there, too.  He knows the feeling, . . . to beg God, to change His mind, 
and, to hear God say, so gently, . . . but, firmly, . . . “No.”

Jesus experienced, unanswered prayer.  He had offered, an anguished appeal to God, three times.  “My Father, 
if it is possible, may this cup, be taken from me.  Yet, not as I will, . . . but, as you will.”

Jesus, and unanswered prayer, in the same sentence.  It just doesn’t, seem possible, does it?  Would God, who 
owns the cattle, on a thousand hills, keep something, from His Son?  He did, that night, in that garden.

And, He did it, out of love, for you and for me.  He loved us, that much, . . . though, we were yet sinners, . . . He 
allowed His sinless Son, to go through what He did, . . . to save us, from a lost, and hopeless condition.  

And, though, He was in agony, Jesus went through with it, . . . even to the point, of having the Father, turn His 
back, . . . upon Him.  And, He did it all, . . . because He loved us, enough, to die for us.

****  If Jesus, had been forced, to nail Himself, to the cross, He would have, done it.  It wasn’t the soldiers, that 
killed Him; . . . it was His devotion, . . . to us.  He loved us, beyond, what mere words, can describe.

**  Again, I believe, that the fact, that the Father, literally turned His back, upon Jesus, because of our sin, had to be the worst part, of it all.  God cannot, look upon sin, . . . and, it was our sin, . . . that He took, upon Himself.  

****  What about, when you and I sin, . . . today?  Did you know, that even though, when we trusted in Christ, 
as our Savior, and He forgave us, of our every sin, past, present and future, . . .even though that is true, 


. . . God can still, not look at, . . . or, have anything whatsoever, . . . to do, . . . with sin.

Therefore, that tells us, that when we fail the Lord, today, . . . and, do the things, that we ought not, . . that, even 
though, those sins, have been atoned for, that God, still looks the other way, and turns His back, . . on us.

Is 1 John 1:9, still true?  Yes.  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just, and will forgive us our sins, and 
purify us, from all unrighteousness.”  He will forgive us, again, and again, and again.  But, this does not, 
change the fact, . . . that, when we sin, . . . He cannot even, look at us.  (And, we can’t, rationalize it.)

**  Yes, God turned His back, upon His own Son, because of our sin.  Don’t you think, that He will do the same 
thing to us, today, if and when, we sin?  How does that, make you feel?  Does it, make you, want to cry 
out in agony, . . . like Jesus did?  “My God, my God, . . . why have you forsaken me?”

I don’t think, that we realize, the full implications, of what takes place, when we sin.  If we did, then we would be miserable, whenever we fail Him.  Instead, we just know, even in advance, that He will forgive us, . . and He will.  He is, so faithful!  (And yet, . . we, . . on the other hand, are too lackadaisical, about sin, most of the time.)

Sometimes, I don’t think, that we even realize it, when we sin.  We’re so used, to getting by, with it, and trying to rationalize, . . . why we did it.  Jesus paid, our sin debt, in full.  And, yet, when we fail Him, by doing what we know, we shouldn’t do, . . . He has to turn away, . . . maybe for, just a moment, . . . but, He does, turn away.

****  Aren’t’ you glad, that Jesus did not call, those twelve legions of angels, and walk away from the job, . . . 
that, He came to do, . . . and, leave you and me, hanging in the balance, . . . to pay our own, sin debt?
Have you trusted in Him, as your Savior?  Have you allowed Him, to pay the ransom, to pay the debt, that you 
owe?  If you have not, . . . please trust in Him, this morning.  Ask Him, to forgive you, of your sins, and 
to save you, . . . and, then you, can have eternal life, . . . as well.  

Please, do not continue, to put this off. The Bible, says, that we have no promise, . . . of tomorrow.  Please, do 
not wait, . . . until, it is too late.  

****  Or, maybe you are here today, and you are saved.  There has come, a time, in your life, . . . that, you have trusted in Christ, as your personal Savior.  But, is there sin, in your life, . . . that you need to confess, and repent, 
and, turn from?  Do you need to come, and kneel in this altar?  Maybe, just thank Him, . . . once again!    

**  When John, saw Jesus, coming toward him, he said, ”Look, the Lamb of God, . . . who came to take away, 
the sin of the world!” 

(Song:  “I tried Him, . . . and, found His promises, . . . were true.”)  
“He Turned His Back”

Matthew 27:22-23 – “What shall I do then with Jesus, who is called Christ?”  Pilate asked.  They all answered, 
“Crucify Him!”  “Why?  What crime, has He committed?” asked Pilate.  But they shouted all the louder, 
“Crucify Him!”"  Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole 
company of soldiers around Him.  They stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him and then twisted 
together a crown of thorns and set it on His head.  They put a staff in His right hand and knelt in front of 
Him and mocked Him. “Hail, king of the Jews!” they said.  They spit on Him and took the staff and 
struck Him on the head again and again.  After they had mocked Him, they took off the robe and put His 
own clothes on Him.  Then they led Him away to crucify Him.  When they had crucified Him, they 
divided up His clothes by casting lots.  And sitting down they kept watch over Him there.  Above His 
head they placed the written charge against Him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS.  Two 
robbers were crucified with Him, one on His right and one on His left.  From the sixth hour until the 
ninth hour darkness came over all the land.  About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, 
Eloi, lama sabachthani?”, which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

Romans 3:23 – “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  

Romans 6:23 – “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Rom. 5:8 – “But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

2 Corinthians 5:21 – “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God.”

Matthew 26:53-54 – “Do you think I cannot call on my Father and He will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels?  But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled, that say it must happen in this way?”  

Matthew 26:36-44 – Then Jesus went with His disciples to a place called Gethsemane and He said to them, “Sit 
here while I go over there and pray.”  He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with Him and 
He began to be sorrowful and troubled.  Then He said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to 
the point of death.  Stay here and keep watch with me.”  Going a little farther He fell with His face to the 
ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible may this cup be taken from me.  Yet not as I will, but as 
you will.”  Then He returned to His disciples and found them sleeping.  “Could you men not keep watch 
with me for one hour?” He asked Peter.  “Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.  The 
spirit is willing, but the body is weak.”  He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father if it is not 
possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.”  When He came back He 
again found them sleeping because their eyes were heavy.  So He left them and went away once more 
and prayed the third time saying the same thing.” 

Hebrews 4:15 – “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we 
have One who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin.” 

1 John 1:9 – “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.”  
