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Deuteronomy 11:2
It's hard to believe, . . . we're at the end, of 40 days.  We're going to conclude, . . . with a little party.  We're 
going to celebrate.  And, this message, is really unlike, any of the others.  
Rick Warren asked his congregation, to write to him and tell him what have they learned, . . . during 40 Days of 
Purpose.  And, they sent him, a few e-mails.  Okay?  I think there were about 3,000.  He spent most of a 
whole week, reading what God had taught them, . . . and us.  And, it’s pretty neat.  It is so awesome, to 
see what God has done through you, and in you, and to you, and for you.  So today, we want to read to 
you, a few stories, a few e-mails, of what God has taught us, . . . during, these 40 days.  

Deuteronomy 11:2 – “Remember today, what you have learned, about the Lord, through your experiences, with 
Him."  Circle the word, "remember"?  The Bible says, we are to remember, the lessons, we have learned. 
Otherwise, . . . . we have to learn them, over and over, . . . and, over and over.  
Some things, we only learn, through experience.  And, what an experience, the last 40 days have been, in our 
readings, and in our worship services, and on and on.  So today, we're going to look at, . . . what have we 
learned about God, about ourselves, about life, about growing, about our community.  (I am going, . . to 
read to you, . . . all 3,000 e-mails, today!)

So, what have, . . . we learned?  What have, we learned, about God?  Let me give you, the top two answers, that 
were reported.  Write these down.  The first thing we've learned, is that it's all about God, . . . not me.  
It's all about God, not me.  Hebrews 2:10 – “God is the One, who made all things, and all things, are for 
His glory.  He wanted to have, many children, . . . share, His glory.”  
We started this 40 Days, by saying, . . . the purpose of your life, . . . is far greater, . . . than, your happiness.  It's 
far greater, than your personal fulfillment.  It is far greater, than your success.  It's far greater, than your 
dreams, or ambitions.  You were made, by God, and for God, and until you understand that, life doesn't 
make sense.  You were made, for God.  And, the Bible says, that God made us, . . for His forever family. 
How many times, did we tell you, in this series, . . . the purpose of history, . . . is that God, is creating a family, 
forever, . . . and, you were made, to last forever.  Colossians 1:16 – “Everything got started in Him, and 
finds its purpose, in Him.”  Now, this is the most basic truth, you have to learn about life; that life is not 
about you, it is about God.  You were made for God, and you were made, to live, with God, forever, . . . 
in eternity; and you exist, for God, . . . not, vice versa.  
When you understand that, . . . doesn't that, change everything?  Doesn't that just kind of, change your priorities, and, your perspective, and a lot of other things?  One of the letters, . . . that came in, . . . said this:
“Pastor Rick, my life was changed, on the first day of 40 Days of Purpose, with the first sentence of the book. The book begins ‘It is not, about you.’  I can't tell you how much those four words have altered my outlook, on life.  During 40 Days, my eyes have been opened, to see how much of my emotional pain, and problems in relationships, have been caused by ignoring, this basic truth.  Since I’ve learned it, I’ve noticed, that whenever I act like it is all about me, I lose my happiness.  I start worrying about problems, and I get angry, and resentful, when people like my husband, . . . let me down.  I feel insecure, when I’m criticized, jealous when I am overlooked, and guilty when I think about my shortcomings.  I also become impatient with my kids, and stubborn when I don't get my way.  The root of all these negative emotions, has been my focus, on me.  For the last five weeks, I’ve been trying to switch my focus off me, and onto God.  And, throughout the day, I repeat, ‘It is not about me.  It is all about God.’  What a difference, this has made. I am a happier person, . . . a better mom, . . . and, a better wife.” 

We could just, stop, . . . with, that one, folks.  If we would just, get that one down.  It’s not, about you.  It’s not, 
about me.  It is all, about God. We would be so much happier in life; that is the fundamental truth of life. 

**  The second thing, the second biggest answer, that was turned in, on what have we learned about God, . . . is 
this:  that God, . . . still, does miracles.  We would be here all day, if we read about, every miracle, . . . 
that had happened, . . . during 40 Days of Purpose.  Let me just, read you, . . . a couple of them: 

“Dear Pastor Rick, two years ago, my husband and I were separated.  He filed for divorce, a year ago. It was a horrible, hurtful, angry, . . . and, sad journey.  I lived on, by faith, joined a Bible study, and I rededicated my life, to Jesus, and was baptized.  When 40 Days of Purpose started, my husband agreed to join a married couple’s small group; that was a miracle in itself. Through this group, not only has God restored, in each of us, . . . what our purpose is, . . . He has restored, our marriage, too.   Thanks to God, . . . our marriage, has been saved.”  

Here's another one, the miracle of forgiveness:  

“Pastor Rick, for six years I’ve lived next to a neighbor, that I didn't have nice thoughts about.  We hardly spoke to each other; and when we did, it was usually words of confrontation, and criticism.  It was a very ugly situation.  I confessed to my S.S. class, I couldn't bear her, anymore.  I was ready to sell my house, and move.  So, we all began praying, for my relationship, and for my part, in the escalating discord.  When 40 Days began, I knew I should ask my neighbor, to join our group.  I even put her name on a prayer card, . . . but, I didn't have the courage, to knock on her door.  I just couldn't, bring myself, to do it.  I imagined, her pit bull, or her calling the police, for trespassing.  Then, another conflict arose, about her cutting, overhanging tree branches.  In an immature moment, I threw the branches, she cut back, over the fence.  For the next few days, I felt worse and worse.   I knew, I should apologize, and love her.  Well, I could do the apology, . . . but, how could I love her?  Impossible.  Arriving at home, I saw my neighbor, taking in the garbage cans, and God said, ‘Do it now.’  Okay.  I didn't even look at her, but my mouth opened, and I said ’Kathy, I’m sorry for all the evil things I’ve done, and thought about it you.’  Before, I could finish the words, her arms were wide open.  We started hugging out there, in the middle of the sidewalk.  She said she'd been, praying for me!  And, she was trying to bring herself, to knock on my door.  I didn't even know, she was a Christian.  I invited her to join, our 40 Days group.  Now, this was a miracle, because the day before, she had decided to attend our church, had heard about 40 Days, and had signed up.  Now, through the miracle of forgiveness, we are committed to fellowship, as Christian sisters, . . . and, I don't want to move, anymore.”  

There are so many things, that God has done, in these 40 days, . . so, many miracles.  God is a miracle-working 
God, . . . and nothing, is impossible, to Him.  He is good.  And, He is worthy, . . . of our praise.  Let's 
thank God, . . . for his graciousness, for all that He's done, . . . in, the last 40 days.  TESTIMONY???
The top two things, that were talked about, as they wrote in, were at the center, of what we talked, about during these 40 days.  Number one, we learned that life, is preparation for eternity.  Life is preparation, for eternity.  
In fact, if someone were to say to you, this question, . . . “What is the meaning, of life?”, I can't think of, a better three-word answer, than, “preparation for eternity.”  In fact, it may happen to you, this next week.  Who knows, at your office, one of your kids, who knows?  Someone may say to you, “What is the meaning, . . of life?”  Now you have, a three-word answer.  What are you, going to say?  You're going to say, "Preparation for eternity."  
It's why, God put us here, to prepare us, for what He's going to do, in our lives, for all of eternity, for what He 
wants to do, in our lives.  Every one of us, knows that intuitively, somewhere inside of us.  Eccl. 3:11 – 
“God has planted eternity, in the human heart.”  Every one of us, looks forward, to an eternity, but the 
purpose driven life, helps to prepare us, for that eternity, that we're looking forward to, to get us ready, 
for what God, wants to do in our lives, the rest of our lives.  There's more to life, . . than here, and now.  
Once, you understand that, once we get a hold of that, . . that, we were made, to last forever, . . . that, proves our 
significance, above anything else, in this world.  There's no job, that can give me significance, above the 
fact, that I was made, to last forever, the fact that God wants me, the fact that God loves me.  There's no 
relationship, in this world, that can give me significance, over that fact.  That proves my significance; it 
changes my perspective; it gives me the priorities to live for, the fact that I was made to live for eternity. 

A lot of us, can probably relate, to what John wrote, . . . during these, 40 days.  He wrote, and said, 

"For so long, I thought if I kept every detail of my life, under tight control" – any of you, tight control, . . kind of people, out there? –  "then I could avoid, any unpleasantness.  But, during 40 Days of Purpose, I realized, that God is not there, to ensure, my comfort.  He's there, to develop my character, for eternity.  I'm to love God, simply because, He is God, not because, He will make my life, more comfortable.  I'm to love others. I’m to become, . . like Jesus. I’m to serve others, and I’m to be a witness, of the Good News. For the rest of my life, I want to turn my back, on my own self-absorbed interests, . . . and, focus on, the interests of God, . . . and, eternity.”  

And, that takes a lifetime, for all of us to learn.  Learn these purposes of life, so we can balance, the purposes of life.  Now, the only way to remember something, is to review it.  This is going to be, the review section.  We're going to take just a few minutes, to review what we talked about, these last 40 days, these five purposes.  And, 
let's just see, how you do.  All right?  There are fill-ins there, you help me, with the fill-ins, . . all right?  
We’ve learned, that we’re put on earth, for 5 purposes.  Proverbs 16:4 – “The Lord has made everything, for 
His purpose.”  Number one, I was planned, for what?  For, . . . God's pleasure.  We were planned, for 
God's pleasure.  The Bible word, . . . for that, . . . is "worship."  
Secondly, I was formed, . . . for God's family.  Family.  I was planned, . . . for God's pleasure.  I was formed 
for God's family.  And, the Bible word, for that, is "fellowship."  Third, . . . I was created, to become, . . 
like Christ.  And, the Bible word, for that, . . . is "discipleship," . . . becoming, like Jesus Christ.  
And, then the fourth purpose, I was shaped, . . . to serve God.  I was shaped, to serve God.  The Bible word, for 
that, is "ministry," that’s what God made me for.  Then the last purpose, the fifth purpose, I was made, 
. . . for a mission.  And, the Bible word, for that, . . . is "evangelism."  

I was planned, for God's pleasure.  I was formed, for God's family.  I was created, to become, like Christ.  I was 
shaped, to serve God.  And, I was made, for a mission.  That's the purpose, of life.  That's why, God put 
me here.  That's why, God put you here, . . . to do those things, in our lives, . . . and, through our lives.  
Here's a letter, that came from a different source, somebody wrote in and said, “Dear Pastor, I just thought you 
ought to know, that we're studying the 40 Days of Purpose, in the state prison, where I am an inmate. 
We got it, through our Celebrate Recovery Program.  So many of us got into trouble, . . . because, we 
didn't know, . . . what our purpose is.  Now when I get out, . . . I know what, I’m going to live for.”  

**  What have we learned, . . . about growing?  Well, during 40 days, here were the top two answers, that was 
turned in, . . . 3,000 e-mails.  We learned, that we grow, through making commitments, and we grow, 
through fellowship.  And, if anything summarizes, what the last 40 days, has been all about, it has been 
about, those two things:  Making commitments, . . . and, fellowship.  It takes more, than just coming to 
church, to grow.  You're not, going to grow, just coming church.  You have to act, . . on, what you learn. 
James 2:17 – “Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is" – what? – "is dead."  You can go to church, 
the rest of your life; . . . if you don't do anything about it, . . . it does you, . . . no good.  

Now, almost all of us, have made significant commitments, in the last 40 days.  Some were challenged, . . to be baptized.  Others, joined the church, or may do so, soon.  Some, made commitments, . . . to become involved, in ministry, or, missions, and evangelism.  And, for many, . . . this is a major step.  But, it’s just, . . . the beginning.

But, the point is, we grow, not by sitting, and listening.  We grow, by making commitments, . . . and, the people 
who have grown the most, in the last 40 days, are those who stepped up.  “I need to go, to the next level, 
of maturity.  I need to go, to the next step, . . in my, spiritual journey, . . and, in my growth, to maturity.” 
We grow, . . through commitments.  We also grow, through fellowship, . . because, God's plan always, involves 
other people.  You cannot grow, . . . on your own.  That, . . . is, . . . a myth.  
God says, if you're going to be holy, you have to be around other people, . . . because, holiness is love, and you can't love people, . . . unless, you're around them.  So, you got to get with, . . . other people.  That's been, the whole general thrust of this, that many of you made a real step, . . . a real step for some of you, to get involved, in a small group, . . . or, in Sunday School.  (Or, to join the church.)  Many of you, . . . for the very first time.

Proverbs 27:17 - “As iron sharpens iron, so people can improve, each other."  How many of you, would say, I 
grew more, . . . with other people, . . . than, I would have, . . . on my own?    

This is why, we're never going to stop, talking about small groups, and Sunday School, in this church, . . . until 
everyone is connected, because you cannot grow, without other people.  You have to have other people, 
in your life, who get there with you, . . . and you grow, and you develop.  
Philippians 4:9 – “Keep on doing the things, that you have learned, and received, and heard, and the God of 
peace, will be with you.”  Do I even, need to comment, on this verse, . . . or, is that clear enough?  He's 
saying, “Why would you stop doing, what helps you, the most?”  You need to stay, in a group, or S.S.. 
Now, we have several options, okay?  Sunday School, or Senior Saints, or the young and middle aged group, or 
the youth group, or Awana leaders group, etc.  (Or, . . . Wednesday nights, . . . we’re small!)



(VBS is great, . . . but, it’s just, . . . one week!!!  But, . . . it’s, a good start)

Hebrews 10:25 – “We should not stop, gathering together, with other believers.  Instead, we must continue, to 
encourage each other, . . . even more."  Why?  Because, we grow, . . . through, fellowship.      

So, we've learned, a lot. We have learned, a lot, about God.  We learned a lot, about life.  We have learned a lot, 
about growth.  What did we learn, about our community?  Well, one answer came up, over and over, and 
over again, in those thousands of e-mails, and it is this:  that people are hungry, . . . for spiritual truth.  
But, the fact is the world is hungry, to know God's love, . . . to know God's purpose.  And, the big myth 
is, . . . that, they are not interested.   

John 4:35 – “Look around you!  Vast fields of human souls, are ripening all around us, and they are ready now, 
for reaping."  God will use you, . . . if you're available.  God wants, to use you.  He wants, to use you, in 
ministry, . . . and, He wants to use you, in missions, . . . because, this is, your destiny.  

**  Let me tell you, a couple things, God wants us, to do.  Number one, write this down, start living, what you 
have learned.  Start living, what you have learned.  Live what, . . you have learned.  Put it, into practice. 
All the knowledge in the world, is worthless, . . . unless, we practice it.  
John 13:17 – “Now, that you know these things, . . you will be blessed, . . if you do them."  The blessing, doesn't 
come, in knowing, . . . the purposes of life.  The blessing comes, in doing, . . . the purposes of life. 

Ephesians 5:15 – “Live life, with a due sense of responsibility, not as those, who do not know, the meaning of 
life, but as those who do."  Did you know, that you are more responsible, . . than you were, 40 days ago? 
You know, more.  You know, what life, is all about.  And, God says, you can't go back, to the old way, 
. . . of living for things, living for pleasure, living for fun, living for prestige, . . . living for success.  

You can't, . . . go back, to that. Why?  Because, you know, . . . the meaning, of life, . . . now.  
So, He says you have to live responsibly.  I was planned, for God's pleasure, . . . so I better, worship God, today.  
I was formed, for God's family, so I better fellowship, with some, other believers.  I was created, to be, 
like Christ.  I was shaped, to serve God.  I was made for mission; therefore, I should build my life, on 
these things.  I can't, go back. Philippians 3:16 – “Now, that we're on the right track, . . . let's stay on it!” 

**  Let me give you, a suggestion, for doing this.  Let me ask you, how many of you, . . . remember everything, 
. . . you read, in the book?  Our minds, have an amazing capacity, . . . to forget things.  So, I suggest, . . . 
that, you re-read the book.  Because, basically, we compressed the entire Christian life, . . . into 40 days, 
what life, is all about.  And, I suggest we all read it, again.  You could read a chapter a day again, . . . or 
each week, . . and, maybe get a journal, this time, and maybe start writing down, some of your thoughts. 

And, then, . . . pass it on.  Pass it on.  One of the most fundamental truths, I learned, right after I gave my life to 
Christ was this, and it changed my life:  you only keep, . . . what, you give away.  You only keep, what 
you give away.  And, you will not retain the things, you have learned, . . . unless, you pass them on.  
God doesn't want you, . . to be a reservoir.  He wants you, to be a funnel.  “God, use me, to bless, other people.”  
And, if you pass it on to others, . . you share a truth, you write it in a letter, you send an e-mail, you give 
them a book, you bring them to church, whatever you do, . . you pass it on, . . then, you'll keep growing. 

****  Thank you, Shadnor First Baptist Church, for going through 40 Days, with us.  What a blessing, that you 
are.  Romans 1:8 – “I thank my God, through Jesus Christ, for every one of you, . . . because, the news of 
your faith, is spreading, throughout the whole world.”  
And, now, let’s pray, for one another.  

Inside your bulletin, is a Purpose Driven Life card, I want you to pull this out.  This is the commitment card, for 
the 40 days.  I want you, to put this in a prominent place, . . to remind you, of what is the purpose of life.  
Put it on your dashboard, or your mirror, or office, or refrigerator, . . . someplace, like that.  
“Since, . . . life is preparation, for eternity, I want to use my time on earth fulfilling God's five purposes for me. 

I was planned for God's pleasure,” that's worship, “so I will use this day to get to know and love God better.  
I was formed for God's family,” that's fellowship, “so I will use this day to show love to other believers. 
I was created to become like Christ,” that's discipleship, “so I will use this day to make choices to grow my 
character.  
I was shaped to serve God,” that's ministry, “so I will use this day to serve God by serving others.  
I was made for a mission,” that's evangelism, “so I will use this day to share the Good News.”

The Bible says, in Psalm 126, “The Lord, has done spectacular things, for us.”   

