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Hebrews 2:10, Ephesians 1:5 & 1 Peter 2:17b 

We continue, our 40 days series, . . . on God's purpose, for your life.  Last week, we looked at, His first purpose, 
which is to, . . . get to know Him, and to love Him.  The Bible, calls that worship, . . . because, you were 
planned, . . . for God's pleasure.  

Today, we're going to look at the second purpose, which is you are formed, for God's family.  Hebrews 2:10a
 
–  "God is the One, who made all things, and all things, are for His glory.  He wanted, to have many 
children, share His glory."  God wanted, . . a family.  That's why, . . . we're here.  He wanted, children.  

And, the Bible says He planned everything, in the entire universe, . . so we could be born, . . so we could share, 
in His glory, . . . so we could be part, of His family.  Ephesians 1:5. – “His unchanging plan, has always 
been to adopt us, . . . into His own family, by bringing us, to Himself, through Jesus Christ."   

The entire Bible, is the story, of God, building, a family.  That's what, it is all about.  It's why we have History, 
because, God is building a family, for Himself, . . . that, is going to last, not just, here on earth, . . . but, 
forever, and ever, and ever, in eternity.  It is an, . . . eternal family.  You were made, . . . to, last forever. 

Once, you understand, and get started on, God's first purpose for your life, . . . which we talked about last week, 
getting to know, . . . and, to love God, . . . God wants you, to begin, to focus, and start practicing on, His 
second purpose, . . . for your life.  

1 Peter 2:17b – “Love your, spiritual family."  That's what God, wants you to do.  That's the second purpose, of your life.  God says, I want you to learn, to love the people, in your family.  Why?  There are, several reasons:  
First, your physical family, . . . is going to eventually, fall apart.  But, your spiritual family, is going to go on, 

. . . forever.  It will last forever, and ever, and ever.  And, so you're going to spend more time, with your 
spiritual family, . . than you do with your, physical family.  And, God wants you, to learn, to love them.  

Why does He want us, to learn to love them?  Three reasons.  First, it makes us, more like God, because, God is 
love.  Second, He wants His children, to learn to get along together.  (You know, as parents, we usually 
want our kids, . . . to get along with each other.)  And, three, it’s practice, . . . for eternity. 

One of the things, you're going to do in heaven, in eternity, . . is you're going to love God.  And, the other thing, 
you're going to do, . . . is you're going to love the other believers, that are there.  It is going to be a place, 
of love.  So, God says, “I want you, to practice now, learning to love, other believers.”  Write this down, 
“My second purpose, in life, . . . is Fellowship.”  

That's the word, that the Bible uses, to describe, loving each other.  This word, is also, . . . misunderstood.  If we were to go out, and ask people, on the street, “What do you think of, when I say the word ‘fellowship’?”, some would say, a casual conversation, . . . some would say, eating out together, . . . some might say, going to church.  

After this service is over, there may be a couple guys out in the foyer, and they will be talking, and one of them will say, "Hey, how about them Braves?”  And, another will go "Yeah."  "You doing, okay?”  "Yeah, I’m doing 
okay."  "Well, we'll see you, next week."  "Okay, see you next week.  Nice fellowshipping, with you.”

Now, did they just fellowship?  No!  They just, chewed the fat.  They were, just talking.  That's not, fellowship.  
Write this down, . . . “Fellowship is, . . . loving, God's family.”  

1 John 4:21 – “The person who loves God, must also, love other believers.”  We have to love, . . other believers. How do you, do that?  Well, fortunately, the Bible gives us, crystal clear instructions.  Paul wrote this, he said, 
"I’m writing, so that you'll know how to live, in the family of God.  That family, . . . is the church."  

The church, . . . is a family.  It is not a building; it is not an institution; it is not an organization; it is not a club.  
It is, . . a family.  A lot of people say, “Well, I’m going to go to church,” as if church, is a place, you go. 
That's not correct.  Church is not, a place you go to.  Church is a family, you belong to.  Big difference.  
It's more, than a building, . . . more, than a service.  It is family, . . . that, we are to, belong to.  

And, the truth is, in God's family, there are four levels, of fellowship.  We're going to look at them, in detail.  
Because, it is the second purpose, of your life.  But, also, it is impossible, to fulfill, all the other 
purposes, God has for your life, . . . without fellowship.  You were not meant, to be here on earth, . . . 
alone, . . . to go through life, on your own.  The fact is, . . . we need, each other.

Four levels of Fellowship, . . . the first level, . . . is Membership.  The first level is, write this in, "Choosing, to 
belong," making the choice, to belong.  That's the most, basic level.  That, means, . . . you find a church 
family, . . . and, you choose, . . . you choose, . . . to get connected to it.  

Ephesians 2:19 – “You are members of God's very own family, and you belong in God's household, with every 
other Christian."  You belong.  The Christian life, is not just a matter, . . . of believing.  It is matter, of 
belonging, . . . and, you and I, must choose, . . . to belong.  

Fellowship begins, with belonging, with making that choice.  God wants you to identify, to make the choice, to be a part, . . of His family.  When you were born, you automatically became a part, of the human race.  But, you 
have to choose, to belong to the family of God, the church.  It is a choice.  It is a, membership choice.  

You hear people say, “Well, I’m a Christian, but I don't want to belong, to any church.”  That just doesn't, make 
sense.  The church, is where you live out, . . . what it means, to be a Christian.  That's like saying, “I’m a 
football player, but I don't want to be a part, . . . of any team.”  It doesn't work.  That's like saying, “I’m 
a tuba player, but I don't want to be a part, of an orchestra.”  A tuba player, without an orchestra, sounds 
pretty funny.  That's like saying, “I’m a bee, but I don't want to be a part, of a hive”; a soldier, without a 
platoon.  A Christian, without a church family, . . . is an orphan.  God meant us, to be a part, of a family. 

This next week, in the “Purpose Driven Life” book, . . . we're going to be reading together, six reasons, why you 
need to be a part, of a church family, why it meets, your needs, and why you meet, other people's needs.  

Romans 12:5 – “In Christ, we who are many, form one Body, and each member, belongs to all the others."  We are members, together.  The word "membership," is a funny word, to some of us.  But, did you know, that this 
word, originally, . . . was a Christian word?  It came, right out of these verses, in the Bible.  Today, . . . it 
is used, for being a member, of every kind of club, . . . and, signing up for this, and joining that.  

But, originally, the meaning was right here in the Bible . . a member, of the Body of Christ.  Just like your hand, 
is a member of your body, . . that's how tightly, we're tied to each other.  This isn't about, being a part of 
some silly club.  This is about, belonging to each other, . . . making the choice, to belong, . . to a family.  
You know, it is only in America, that we have, these . . . floating believers, . . . you know, people who go from 
church, to church, to church.  And, one week, I’m a part of this church, and the next week – oh, they are 
doing something neat, over here.  And, next week, I’m over here.  If you want to grow, . . if you want to 
see God, . . . at work in your life, . . . you have got to, . . . join, a body.  

If you're floating, from church to church, it's like (let's say, you were the liver, in the Body of Christ, . . that was 
God's job for you) you can't un-attach yourself, from one body, and try to go attach yourself, to another, 
and, then to another.  If you tried to do that, if you did that, with an organ, it would shrivel up, and die.  

And, the same thing happens, to us, as believers.  We need to attach ourselves, . . to a group of believers, where 
we say, “I want to be a part, of what's going on there.”  Jesus loves, the church.  And, you and I, need to 
have, . . . the same kind of love.  
Jesus calls the church, . . . the “body.”  We need to have, that same kind of respect for it, . . . to recognize, what 
it means.  What if I said to you, “You know, I love you, I just can't stand, your body”?  How would you 
feel, about that?  The church, . . is Jesus' body.  He loves, the church.  

The church, . . . is the 
bride, of Christ.  What if I said, “I love you, but, . . I can't stand, your wife,”. . how would you, like that?

The church is the bride of Christ. And, because Jesus loves the church, this group of believers, together, that are 
growing together, . . you and I need to have that same kind of love, for this body, by choosing to belong.  
There is a symbol of that, of the fact that we belong together -- a picture, that God gives us.  It is called, 
"baptism."  Baptism is the picture, . . . that, we belong together, . . . in the body of Christ.  

1 Corinthians 12:13 – “This is what we proclaimed, in word and action, when we were baptized.  Each of us, is 
now, a part, of His resurrection Body."  Baptism, is a public way, of saying, “I am part, . . . of a group, 
of believers, . . . and, I am excited, to belong, . . . to this group, of believers.”  

Romans 6:3 – “That's what baptism, into the life of Jesus, means.  When we are lowered into the water, it is like 
the burial of Jesus; . . . when we are raised up out of the water, it is like the resurrection of Jesus."  So, 
baptism, is a public way, of saying together, we're proclaiming we died to something; . . . and, we live to 
something.  We died to, an old way of life; . . . we're living to, a new way of life.  

The best picture, I can give you, is like the wedding ring, . . . of the Christian life.  This wedding ring, that I am 
wearing, doesn't make me married.  But, my wife, gave it to me, . . . on the day we were married, . . . so, 
I could wear it, from that day forward, as a visible symbol, of a commitment, of my heart.  That's what 
baptism is.  And, that’s what, church membership, . . . is all about.  

It is visible symbol, of the commitment, of a person's heart, . . . saying, I’m not ashamed, to tell the world, that I 
believe, . . in Jesus Christ.  And, saying “I’m not ashamed, to say I am a part, . . . of the body of Christ.” 

****  The first level, is choosing, to belong.  Second level of Fellowship, is a little bit deeper, . . . when you go  
a little further, into the family of God, . . . and, this is learning, to share.  I call this “the friendship level.”  
Learning to share.  You see, you were created, . . . in God's image.  So, you were made, for relationships.  The 
Bible says, “It is not good for man, to be alone.”  In other words, we were made, for each other.  Life is 
not, . . . a solo act.  And, you need, . . . friends.  

Acts 2:44 – “All the believers, met together constantly, and shared everything, with each other."  Notice two 
things:  one, you can't develop friendships, without meeting together; . . . and two, you can't develop friendships, without sharing.  And, the more frequently, you meet together, the closer you're going to get.  

Do you ever see some people, that have really deep friendships; they have long-term friendships, 20, 30 years, something like that.  You’re a, little envious.  How lucky, they are, to have a deep friend, like that.  And, I say to you, it is not luck, at all.  It is, . . . a choice. You choose, to develop friendships, by making time, for them.   

Do you know why, most people, are lonely?  They don't make time, . . . for friendships.  They are, . . . too busy, achieving; they are too busy, working; too busy, doing other things.  They are not willing, to put the time into it. 
You have to, meet together.  You have to, . . . get together.  And, until you start saying, . . . “this is going to be a 
priority, in my life”, . . . you're not going to develop, . . any deep friends.  They don't, just happen.  They 
happen, because you choose, to make the time, for them.  It is, not luck.  It’s, . . a choice.  And, you can't 
develop friendships, . . . without sharing.  It says, “they shared everything."  

Those of you who are parents, know one of the fundamental lessons, children have to learn, is learning to share. 
Every little child, has to learn, . . . to share.  And, God says “You know what?  In the family of God, He 
wants you, . . to learn to share, . . . with other believers.”  So, what are we supposed, to share?  Well, the 
Bible, is full of instructions, . . . on things, we're to share, as Christians, . . . with, each other. 

Let’s just mention, just 2 or 3:  1)  The Bible says, we're to share, . . our experiences.  Experiences.  The Bible 
says, people learn, from one another, “just as iron, . . . sharpens iron."  It is wise, to learn, . . . from the 
experiences, of other people, . . . because, you don't have time, . . . to make all the mistakes, yourself.  

You see, if everything you learn in life, you learn personally, by trial and error, you're going to go through, a lot 
of problems, unnecessarily, and about the time you figure it all out, you're dead.  You don't have enough 
time, to learn everything, on your own.  So, God says you can learn, a lot quicker, . . . if you learn, from 
the experiences, of others.  Nobody, knows everything. We're all ignorant, . . . just on, different subjects.  
You know some things, I don't know, . . . and, I know some things thing, you don't know.  And, the person next 
to you, knows some things, neither of us knows.  And, the Bible says, that you can learn from anybody, 
. . . if, you just learn, to ask the right questions.  So, we're to share our experience, . . . with others. 
Think of all the wealth of knowledge, . . . sitting here, right now, in this church family, in this service, and how 
much, we could learn, from each other, . . . if, we just spend the time, to get together.  (But, what if, . . . 
we are 
too proud, . . . to share, our mistakes, . . . with our own, church family?) 

Second, the Bible says, we're to share our homes.  We're to share, . . . our homes. I Peter 4:9 – “Open up your homes, to each other."  It doesn't say, if they are really nice ones, open them up.  It just says, open them up.   
Why does God, say that?  Why are we, . . . to share our homes?  I'll tell you why – because, you cannot 
fellowship, . . . in a crowd.  You can only fellowship, . . . in a small group. 
We're not going to do any fellowshipping, . . here, today.  It is impossible, to fellowship, with this many people. We can, worship together.  We can, learn together.  But, no fellowship, will take place.  You're going to walk out of here, not knowing anybody, better than you do, right now.  Fellowship only takes place, in small groups.  And, that's why you, . . . open up your homes, to each other.  That's where you really, . . . get to know people. 

Did you know, in the first 300 years of Christianity, there were no, . . . church buildings?  All church meetings, 
were held, in homes.  And, that, by the way, . . . was the fastest period of growth, for the church.  One of 
the reasons, we keep saying, “Go to, Sunday School, etc.” is because, . . . that's, a Biblical principle.   

The Bible says, we need to learn, to share.  Not in a big group like this, . . but in a small group.  That's why, you 
are really not, going to feel a part, of the local church, until, you get in a group.  Not only do we share 
our experiences, in our homes, the Bible says, number three, we're to share, . . . our problems. 
We're not meant, to face our problems, . . alone.  The Bible says, “Share each other's troubles, . . and problems.” 
You know, when you share a joy, it is doubled; . . . and, when you share a problem, . . . it is cut, in half? 

The Bible says, “Weep with those who weep, . . . and rejoice with those who rejoice.”  

Sometimes, in a small group, . . you die of laughter, and sometimes you're all, shedding a tear.  Why?  Depends 
on, what is going on, in your group, during the week.  You don't have to fix, everybody's problem.  It 
just says, . . . share them.  This means, lend a listening ear.  You don't have to fix.  In fact, a lot of times, 
trying to fix a problem, . . . doesn't help.  It’s just sitting there, and going, “Boy, I feel for you,”  “Been 
there,”  “I understand,”  “That's tough.”  It’s just sharing sympathy, . . . and, experience. 

Hebrews 10:25 - “Let us not give up the habit of meeting together.  Instead, let us encourage one another.”  

The primary purpose, of a group, . . is to encourage, each other.  And, it says, “Don't give up, the habit." 
I hope you'll never, give up this habit, some of you are starting, of going to Sunday School, . . . for the 
first time, . . . because, you're always, going to need, encouragement.   

The third level, . . . is Partnership.  Partnership, is doing my part.  Partnership, is realizing, . . . that, I’ve got a 
contribution to make; . . . that, the family of God, needs you.  Listen, . . . God did not bring you, to this 
church, to sit and soak, . . . in some spiritual spa.  That's not, why you're here.  He brought you here, . . . 
to serve.  He wants, to make a difference, . . . through, your life.  

In every family, . . . there are family responsibilities.  You divide up the chores, and, you do your part.  This is a 
Christian family, . . God's family.  And, every one of us, . . . has a part.  The Bible is filled, with the fact, 
that we, are to work, . . . with one another, in getting this job done.  
There are 58 times, in the New Testament, the Bible says, we do it, . . with one another.  We serve, one another. We love, one another.  We pray, with one another.  The Bible, even says, we have to put up, with one another.  This is love, in action.  You see, it is great, to share your heart.  But, it is even greater, . . . to do your part.  

1 Corinthians 3:9 – “We are partners, working together, for God."  We're partners, working together, for God.  
Paul once said "we're partners, spreading the good news of Christ, everywhere."  In the Greek, the word 
"fellowship", . . . is often translated, “partnership.” 

You ever want to be, part of a great team, something that just, did something great?  Some of you guys, maybe 
had a dream, of being a part of a team, . . . that, went to the super bowl, or won the World Series.  You're 
part of the greatest team, there ever was, . . . in the church.  What we do, . . . is going to last, forever. 

Ever want to be a partner, in a great business, that went to the top, of the Fortune 500?  In the church, . . . we are part, of the greatest enterprise, . . . that's ever existed.  We get to be part, . . . of God's plan, for the universe. 
That's what, it is all about, when we cooperate, and participate together, . . . in the family of God. 

But, in order to be a part, . . . you've got to find your niche, you have got to find out, “Where do I fit?”  The Bible tells us, we all have a niche. Ephesians 4:16 says. “The whole body, is fitted together, perfectly.” This is 
God's job; he does this. ". . . As each part, does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so 
that the whole Body, is healthy, and growing, and full of love."  Each part, . . . that's you, . . . that's me.  
We are, a part, . . . of God's body.  And, it is working together, . . . that, we get things done. 

You have, a part, to play.  You have a part, to play, . . . in the Body of Christ.  And, when we cooperate, we get 
more done, together, . . than, we could ever get done, by ourselves.   

Matthew 25:40 – “Just as you did it, to one of the least of these, who are the members of my family, you did it to Me."  So, I encourage you, to make this a practical action step, this week, . . if you want to experience, a deeper level, of fellowship.  Look for a practical need, in your class, or church, to meet, this next week, . . . just, some 
practical thing, and watch what it does, for your relationship, . . . for your fellowship, with one another.

Now, the deepest level, of fellowship, in the family of God, is what we call, "Kinship."  Now, kinship is an old 
term.  Kinship, literally means, your closest family.  When somebody has an accident, they say, “Notify 
the next-of-kin”, and they don't mean, go find Aunt Ethyl.  They mean, you find the person, . . . who is 
closest to them, the one they hold most dearly, you go get the person, that matters most to them, and you 
bring them here now, because they are kin. The Bible says, that's the kind of attitude, . . we should have.  

That, kinship -- you might, write this down -- the deepest level, is loving believers, . . like family; treating, and 
loving believers, . . like they’re family.  You're completely, committed to them.  Acts 2:42 – “They were 
like family, to each other."  God says “Well, we're not just, like a family; . . . we are, a family.” 

Romans 12:10 – “Be devoted, to each other, like a loving family."  The word for fellowship, in the Bible, is the 
Greek word, “koinonia."  And, the basic root, literally means, being as committed to each other, . . as we 
are to Jesus Christ; . . . that, is the deepest level, of fellowship.  Being as committed to each other, as we 
are to Jesus Christ.  That’s, kinship.  That’s saying, I’m at the level of being willing, to sacrifice for you. 

Many of us know John 3:16, "God so loved the world," but do we know, First John 3:16.  "We know what real 
love is, because, Christ gave up His life for us.  And, we ought to give up our lives, for our Christian 
brothers and sisters."  This is the deepest level, . . . of fellowship; . . . sacrificing, for each other.  It's the 
kind of love, Jesus Christ, . . . had for you.  He died, . . . for you. 

This is what life, is all about, loving God, . . and learning, to love each other.  If you miss this, you have missed 
the purpose, . . . of your life.  Because, life is not, about accomplishments.  It is about, . . . relationships.  
You were put on this earth, to know God, and love Him, . . . and, to know His family, and love them, . . . 
because, that's whom, . . . we're spending eternity with.  

**  Whenever, at the bedside, of people, as they are dying.  When people are taking, their last breath, we never, 
here anybody say, “Bring me, my diplomas.  I want them, close to me.”  Nobody says, “Bring me, my 
trophies.”  Nobody says, "Bring me, the gold watch, I got at retirement."  It is in those final moments, 
they talk about, what matters most, . . . and, they say, “Bring me, . . . my family, and friends.” 

One day, you're going to figure out, that what really matters in life, . . is knowing God, and having close family, and, friends.  I hope it doesn't, take that long.  I hope you don't discover, that at the last moment, of your life.  I 
hope you discover it now, and begin to fellowship, as God intended for us, because life, is all about love. 

Loving God, . . . that's, called “Worship,” . . . and, loving each other, . . . that's, called “Fellowship.”  John 13:35 
– Jesus said, “Your strong love, for each other, will prove to the world, that you are my disciples.”  
You see, what God wants the church, to be known for, is not the size, not the sermons, not the singing, not the 
strategy, not the buildings, . . . but, the love.  God wants, people to say, . . . “That's the place, where they 
love each other,” . . because, that's what Christianity, is all about, . . . loving God, and loving each other.  
How do you know, if you're in God's family?  How do you know, personally?   1 John 3:10 – “Anyone who does 
not love other Christians, does not belong to God."  1 John 4:20 – "Those who do not love their brothers 
and sisters, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have never seen."  
1 John 3:14 – "But if 
we love our Christian brothers, it proves that we have passed from death, to eternal life."  That's proof.  

The greatest privilege, . . . you will ever be offered in life, . . . is a privilege, of being a part, . . . of God's family.  
You see, God's family, . . . is a laboratory, . . . for learning, to love.  Some of you grew up in homes, . . . 
that, may not have had, . . . a lot of love.  And, honestly, you don't know how, . . . to love.  

Some people, don't have the slightest idea, how to love.  The only love, they know how to do, is romantic love.  
They don't know, any other kind of love.  So, we have to be taught, and the church (the family of God), 
is where you learn, to love real people, . . . not, ideal people.  Nobody in your S.S class is ideal, . . . and, 
neither, are you.  We learn, . . . to love, real people, . . . and, that's what God put us on earth, to do.  

**  Let me ask you, a couple of relevant questions:  Which of these levels, of fellowship, . . . are you at?  Have 
you even made it, to the first one, . . . choosing to belong?  Are you still floating around, from church, to 
church, to church, . . and, attend here, and attend there?  You've never, committed to membership.  You 
need to, . . . choose a church.  You may need, to be baptized, and say, “I’m not ashamed.”  That's, the 
most, basic level.  If you haven't done that, . . . that's, your next step. 

Then you need, to learn to share.  And, where do you do that?  In a small group.  You don't learn to share, in a 
worship service, like this.  Then, you need to, not just share your heart, . . . you need to, . . . do your part. 
That's partnership.  Find your niche.  Find your place, . . . to give back, to make a contribution.  

If you're in, the family of God, . . . you have some, family responsibilities.  God expects you, to do your part, in 
the family.  You don't just slide along, . . . while, everybody else, . . . does theirs.

Then, you move, to this deepest level.  Are there any other believers, that know you, are devoted to them?  That 
you're going to, be there, for them, . . . in their crisis?  
An even more, basic question is, are you a part of, the family of God?  You say, “Well, isn't everybody, a part 
of the family of God?”  No.  Everybody is, created by God, . . . but, not everybody is, . . . a child of God.  
You have to choose, to be a part, of God's family.  God gave us one condition, . . . the last verse, on your 
outline.  "You are all children of God, through faith in Christ Jesus.”  You can do that, . . . today.  


