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John 15:1-17
We’ve been studying, . . . how to study the Bible.  Last week,  we mentioned, that regardless, of the kind of 
study you do – whether it’s a word study, a character study, a book study, a chapter study, a verse study, 
any of the those different methods – you always come back to, . . . four main categories of questions: 
Observation, Interpretation, Correlation, Application.  
Today, we’re going to look at, . . . Interpretation, and Correlation.  How do I understand, the meaning of a text?  
We’ve chosen today, for us to use as a model, one of the most vivid passages, in the Bible, by Jesus, . . . 
where Jesus gets very, very intimate, very personal.  It’s a very powerful passage, . . . in John 15.  
I’m going to read, these first 17 verses to you.  It’s a pretty, long passage.  We’re going to dig in, and we’re 
going to show you, what it means, and what it doesn’t mean, and how to model, getting the right meaning, 
out of a particular passage.
God expects us, to be fruitful.  Fruitfulness, or bearing fruit, is one of the major themes, of the New Testament.  
God says, I have made an investment, in your life.  I made you, I created you, I saved you, I put my Holy 
Spirit in you, . . . and, I want a return, on my investment.  I expect you, to live a fruitful life.  I’ve planted, 
the seed of God’s Word in you, and I want you to bear fruit.    
John 15:1-17 – “I am the true vine, and my Father, is the gardener.  He cuts off every branch in me, that bears 
no fruit, while every branch, that does bear fruit, He prunes, so that it will be, even more fruitful.  You are 
already clean, because of the word, I have spoken to you.  Remain in me, and I will remain in you.  No 
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain, in the vine.  Neither can you bear fruit, unless you remain in 
me.  I am the vine; you are the branches.  If a man remains in me, and I in him, he will bear much fruit; 
apart from me, you can do nothing.  If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch, that is thrown 
away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.  If you remain in me, and 
my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.  This is to my Father's glory, that 
you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.  As the Father has loved me, so have I loved 
you.  Now, remain in my love.  If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed 
my Father's commands, and remain in His love.  I have told you this, so that my joy may be in you, and that 
your joy, may be complete.  My command is this: love each other, as I have loved you.  Greater love has no 
one than this, that he lay down his life, for his friends.  You are my friends, if you do what I command.  I no 
longer call you servants, because a servant, does not know his master's business.  Instead, I have called 
you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father, I have made known to you.  You did not choose 
me, but I chose you, and appointed you, to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last.  Then, the Father will give 
you, whatever you ask in my name.  This is my command: love each other.”  
Today, we want to focus primarily, . . . on this concept, of fruit.  We want to show you, how a verse, . . . can be 
misinterpreted.  Because, this is one of the most, . . . misinterpreted passages, in Scripture, today.  If you 
ignore the rule of interpretation, . . . you’re going to get it wrong.
You’ve heard people say, when you talk about the Bible, that’s just your interpretation, . . . as if you can have 
an interpretation, . . . and, I can have an interpretation, . . . and, somebody else can have an interpretation, 
and, they’re all, . . . equally valid.  That, . . . is not true.  
Each verse in the Bible, . . . has one, and only one meaning.  It may have multiple applications, . . . but, it only 
has, . . . one interpretation.  The Bible doesn’t mean, . . . ten different things, . . . when, it says something.  
It means one, and only one, . . . main thing.  
Many applications, . . . depending on whether, . . . you’re a man or a woman, or you’re young or you’re old, or 
you’re married or you’re single, or you live in the 21st century or the 1st century, . . . it has many different 
applications.  But, there’s only, . . . one meaning.  And, if you don’t get it right, you’re going to go off, the 
deep end.  So, it’s not a matter of, . . . that’s just, . . . your interpretation.  
There are correct ways, to interpret the Bible, . . . and, there are incorrect ways.  There are legitimate ways, to interpret the Bible, and there are illegitimate.  If you don’t know, the rules of interpretation, you can go off, and form some cult.  You can make the Bible, say anything, . . if you’re willing to ignore, the rules of interpretation.   You can make it say anything, . . . just by taking verses out of context, and misinterpreting them, here and there.
So, we’re going to show you, how to interpret the verses correctly, so that when you’re listening to somebody, 
on the radio – “No way, . . . is that right” – because, he’s violating, . . . this principle, of Scripture.  One of 
the problem verses, in this passage, is verse 6, . . . when you first read it, sounds kind of scary.  It says this: 
“If anyone doesn’t remain in me, he’s like a branch, that’s thrown away and withers; such branches are 
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.”  
We’ve all probably, heard people preach this, and misinterpret it, grossly.  What they usually say is, something 
like this:  “If you don’t remain in me, . . . you’re going to be thrown away.  Branches are picked up, and 
thrown into the fire, and burned.”  And, they say, “Here’s what this means.  If you don’t bear fruit, and by 
the way, the fruit they’ll say, the fruit of the Christian, is another Christian.    
So, it’s ok for somebody to say, the fruit of a Christian, is another Christian.  But, then they take this verse, and 
they say . . . What this verse means is, the fruit of a Christian, is another Christian, and if you don’t bring 
people to Christ, . . . God is going to, throw you away.  You’re going to lose your salvation, . . . and, you’re 
going to burn, in the fire of hell.”  
***  Is that what, this verse means?  Absolutely not!  That is a gross misinterpretation, . . . and, it totally ignores 
the context, and the rules of interpretation, of Scripture.  Here’s, . . . Four Basic Rules for Interpretation:  
1.  You consider, . . . the historical context.  What we mean by that is, . . . you ask the question, who is this 
being spoken to, . . . and, why are they being told this?  Until, you know the Who, What, When, Where and 
Why, . . . you don’t know what, this verse means.  
Long before you ever ask, what does his verse mean to me, . . . you need to ask the question, what did it mean, to the people God, was talking to then?  What does it mean, to them?  That’s the original meaning, of the text.  
Not some application, for today, . . . but, what did it mean, to the people, . . . He was talking to, then?  
John 15, was a passage, on fruit bearing, . . right in the middle, of a four-chapter conversation, that’s all said, on the same evening, to the same group of people.  It was said the night, Jesus was betrayed, arrested, and taken to 
be scourged . . before, he was crucified.  This is the last, conversation of Jesus, before He goes, to the cross.  
Jesus has spent, three and a half years, with his twelve disciples.  Handpicked men, who He’s lived with, for three and a half years, training them, to take on the ministry, after He dies, resurrects, and eventually, goes back to heaven.  He wants to, spend time, with them.  He takes them, to a private place, for a private conversation.  
In John 13, 14, 15, and 16, we have one extended conversation, . . . that, all happens, on the same night.  It’s not 
separate.  It’s talking to the same guys, . . . the same night.  And, in John 17, . . . He then, prays for them.  
Then, He is arrested, . . . and taken, and crucified.
What we must do, to understand chapter 15, . . you’ve got to go back, to chapter 13.  To understand the context, 
means to look at the verses, before and after the verse, that you’re studying, in particular.  So, you don’t 
just pull it, . . . out of context.  
He’s invested, three and a half years, with these disciples.  He loves them.  These are, His farewell instructions.  

Jesus takes them, to a private room.  It’s called, the Upper Room.  There, they observe the Passover, which 
becomes the famous Last Supper, or becomes Communion, . . . which, we now practice today.  
So, Jesus and the eleven disciples, leave the upper room.  They go down to the Garden of Gethsemane, where 
Jesus is going to pray, and then He’s going to be arrested.  As they’re walking, they’re walking through the 
vineyards of Jerusalem.  And, Jesus sees these vineyards, and He decides, to give them, an object lesson.  
“I’m the vine, and my Father, is the vineyard keeper.  Every branch, that stays, connected to me, it’s going to 
bear fruit.  But, if you get disconnected from me, you’re not going to bear fruit.  So, you’ve got to stay 
connected to me, guys.  I’m going, to be gone.  I’m not going, to be with you.  But, you’ve got to stay, 
connected to me.”  He goes on, and He talks about, . . . bearing fruit, . . . by staying connected.  
Then, at the end of that object lesson, He says this in verse 11, “I’ve told you this [all these things about serving, about loving, about heaven, about how you can always pray, about the Holy Spirit, about the gift of peace, and, about bearing fruit – this is all, one conversation.  I’ve told you all this… ] so that my joy, may be in you, and 
that your joy, may be complete.”  That’s called, the context.  Who’s, He talking to?  Why, is He saying it?  
To give them, . . . encouragement.  You look at the verses, . . . before and after.  What does it mean?

2.  The second principle, of interpretation, is this:  You must define, . . . the key words.  To get, . . . the right 
meaning, of a Bible verse, . . . you’ve got to make sure, that you understand, what the word means, . . . not 
what you, . . . think it means.  Just because, it means something, somewhere else, . . . doesn’t mean, it 
means that, . . . in this particular verse.  
Have you ever, had an argument, with someone, . . . because, you both used the same word, . . . but, meant 
different things by it?  I’ll use a word and she’ll use a word, and we mean totally different things, . . . using 
the same word.  Words have, . . . multiple meanings.  
For instance, do these words, . . . have multiple meanings?”  The word “band”, means a group of musicians, a ring of elastic, or to gather together.  Different meanings.  Context, determines, what it means.  If we use the 
word “batter”, you might be talking about making a cake, and I might be talking about a baseball player.    

So, when you look at a verse in the Bible, . . . and, you see a word, you can’t automatically assume.  

Like fire – that, must mean, . . . hell.  Not necessarily.  

In this particular passage, John 15, the word “love”, is used nine times, and the word “fruit”, is used nine times, 
in seventeen verses.  Most of us would figure out, I think I know what love is.  But, what is fruit?  If God 
expects me, . . . to bear fruit, in my life, I’d better know, what it means.  What is fruit?
If He says, this is what brings glory to God . . then, I better know, what fruit is.  So how do I know what fruit is?  
People say, I know what fruit is, it’s the fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, goodness, 
faithfulness, meekness, kindness, self control – those nine qualities.  Not automatically.  
You see, the word “fruit”, is used 44 times in the New Testament, and it has at least, 10 different meanings.  
You can’t just, automatically assume, you know, . . . what the word means.  



So, what is it?  

If God says, I am to bear fruit, and John 15, Jesus is saying this is so important, it’s one of the last things, 
I’m going to talk about.  You better know, . . . what fruit means.  What does it mean?  What is Jesus, . . .  
talking about, when He says, we must bear fruit, in this context?
3.  That brings up, a third principle, of interpretation.  I must interpret unclear verses, . . . with clear ones.  

In this passage, as we read John 15, we find, . . . three clear, . . . characteristics of fruit.  What it means, to 
grow, . . . spiritual fruit.  We find them, in verse 4, and verse 8, and verse 11.  
What are, the three characteristics, of fruit?  In verse 4, it says this, “Remain in me, and I will, remain in you.” 
Remember , we said, . . . “remain”, means to stay, to continue, to abide, to connect, to last.  In the Greek, it 
just means, . . . to be connected.  A branch, that’s disconnected, from a tree, is not going to, bear any fruit.  
It’s got to stay connected, or it won’t, bear any fruit.  That’s all, He’s saying.  Be connected to me, and I’ll 
be connected to you.  “No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither, can you bear 
fruit, unless, you remain in me.”
So, the first thing, I’d write down, if I’m doing a Bible study, and I’m writing down an observation, here’s what I’d write down:  Bearing fruit, is produced . . by remaining, in Christ.  That’s, the first thing, I’d write down.

That’s not, an exaggeration.  That’s not reading, into the text.  That’s, pretty clear.  That’s, a very clear verse.  He says it, three times.  So, the first thing we learn is, that bearing fruit, is produced, by remaining, in Christ.  
Verse 8, says this, “This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 
disciples.”  So, the second thing, I write down is this:  Bearing fruit, . . . brings glory, to God.  How do I 
know that?  Because, that’s what, that verse says.  It’s very clear.  I’m not, misinterpreting it.  It says, that 
when I bear fruit, . . . it brings glory to God.  So, I write that down.
Then, in verse 11, we get the third characteristic.  “I have told you this, [Jesus says] so that my joy, may be in you, and that your joy, may be complete.”  Jesus tells us, His motive, for talking about, bearing fruit.  It’s joy.  So, I write this down:  Bearing fruit, . . . will give me, . . . complete joy.   

Bearing fruit, is produced, by remaining in Christ, it brings glory to God and it’s going to give me complete joy.  Now, I’m interested.  I want to know, what fruit is, . . . because, I want to live, a joyful life, . . . of complete, joy.  
So, we learn three things, about it.  


But, we’re still stuck, with the question, . . . what’s fruit?  If 
I’m supposed to bear it, I better figure out, . . what it is.  How do I do that?  You go to, the fourth principle.  
4.  The fourth principle, of interpretation, is this:  Look for, . . the most obvious, meaning.  Look for, the most 
obvious meaning, in the text.  This is, the exact opposite, of what a lot of people, want to do.  They want to 
go find, . . . some deep meaning.  Some hidden meaning, in the Bible.  Some secret meaning, in the Bible.  
If you go looking, for some secret, hidden, mysterious meaning, . . . you’re going to miss it, because, the 
Bible isn’t, . . . full of secrets.  The Bible, . . . is not, . . . full of secrets.  
All these, History channels, Discovery channels, the Secrets of the Bible.  There are no secrets, . . . in the Bible. 
It’s right up front.  Why would God, . . . put secrets, in the Bible?  What is the purpose, . . . of the Bible?  
To reveal God, . . . not, to conceal Him.  Why would God, give us the Bible, to tell us, what He’s like, and 
then, hide it from us?  That, wouldn’t, . . . make sense.  
The purpose, of the Bible, . . . is not, to conceal.  The purpose, of the Bible, . . . is to reveal.  There’s nothing 
hidden, in the Bible.  It’s just there.  You just, have to find it.  It’s obvious, if you just, look for it.  So, all 
this stuff, about Bible codes, and stuff like that, and secret meaning, . . . it’s just not true.  There are no 
secrets, in the Bible.  There’s no, hidden message.  God doesn’t, play games, with us.  He gave the Bible, to 
reveal Himself, . . . not to conceal.
Any time, you find somebody, with some secret meaning, they’re making it up.  In fact, if you ever read a verse, 
of the Bible, and you come up with an interpretation, that nobody else has ever seen, one thing is simple, . .  
you’re wrong.  Because, for 2000 years, God has been speaking, . . . to His body, . . . the church.  
You look for, the obvious meaning.  What is obvious, about verse 6?  Let me read it again, the problem verse.  
“If anyone does not remain in me, he’s thrown aside like a branch, and he withers, and they gather them, 
and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.”  
Remember, He’s walking through the vineyard, . . . here’s the point:  A fruitless fruit tree, has lost it purpose.  
Does that make sense?  The purpose, of a fruit tree, . . . is to bear fruit.  If it doesn’t, bear fruit, . . . it is not fulfilling its purpose.  So, He says what good is, a fruitless fruit tree?  Nothing.  Unless, you use it, for firewood.  

That’s what, He’s talking about.  
He’s not, talking about, . . . going to hell.  He certainly, wouldn’t be talking about, going to hell, saying I said 
these things, . . . to make you happy.  It just, doesn’t fit.  It’s when you take it, out of context.  A text, . . . 
without, a pretext.  In other words, it’s an excuse, to just make up, . . . anything you want.  
What you do is, you let the text, speak for itself.  And, when you let the text, speak for itself, . . . the meaning 
becomes obvious.  The, it’s very clear, what the meaning, of “fruit” is.    
***  Let’s just, go back, to the text.  Let’s look at, three things.  Verse 7, in chapter 5, says this, “If you remain 
in me, and my words, remain in you, . . . you may ask whatever you wish, and it will be given to you!”  
He’s talking, about prayer.  So, I would write down this:  Remaining in Christ, produces answered prayers.  
That’s no stretch, of that verse; that’s just, what it says.  ‘If you remain in me, and my words remain in you, you 
can ask whatever you wish, and it will be given to you.’  So, remaining in Christ, being connected to Christ, 
. . . produces, answered prayer.
Prayer can do anything, . . . that, God can do!  So, why are you asking, . . . these little tiny prayers?  Why not 
ask Him, . . . for big prayers?  It says, “… whatever you wish, and it will be given you!”  
Second, John 14:13.  Remember, it’s the same conversation.  Same, eleven guys.  “I will do whatever you ask, 
in my name, so that the Son, may bring glory to the Father.  You may ask me, for anything, in my name, and 
I will do it.”   What’s the second thing, . . . we learn?  Answered prayer, . . . brings glory to God.  
He says, when you ask for something, in my name, and then I give it to you, . . . it brings glory, to the Father.  
When I pray, and ask for things, and then God gives it to me, it brings glory to God, . . . because, it shows, 
. . . how loving God is.  

What do you need, to be asking God for, . . . in your life?  Some of you, are going through, a really shaky time, 
right now.  When your knees are shaking, . . . kneel.  You can’t fall, . . . when you’re, on your knees.  When 
you’re on shaky ground, . . . kneel.  When you are swept off your feet, by the storms of life, . . . kneel.  
Jesus said, ask anything, in my name.  It will bring, glory to God.  It will cause you, to remain connected to me.  
One other verse, . . . John 16:24.  Same conversation, same group of guys.  Jesus says guys, “Until now, you 
have not asked, for anything, in my name.  Ask and you will receive, . . . and, your joy, will be complete!”  

Your joy, . . . will be complete.  Yeah, when He talks about, bearing fruit.  So, I write down, the third thing:  
Answered prayer, . . . gives me, complete joy!
Over 20 times, in the New Testament, we are commanded, to ask.  “Ask and it shall be given… Seek and you’ll 
find…  Knock and the door will be opened.”  James says, “You have not, because you ask not.”  God never 
shuts His storehouse, until you shut your mouth.  One day, you’re going to get to heaven, and you’re going 
to see all these blessings, you could have had, . . . but, you never asked for them.   
Jesus, in His final words, to His disciples says, . . . I’m not going to be here with you anymore, . . . but, you can 
talk to me, any time.  And, you can ask.  And, I want to give, and when I do, it’s going to produce answered 
prayers.  Remaining in Christ, is going to bring glory to God, and answered prayer, will bring joy to you.
When you don’t pray, you don’t cheat God.  You are cheating, yourself.  You are, missing out.  It’s like, having a bank account, that, you never cash.  You cheat yourself, of all of the fruit, God wants to produce, in your life.  
Bearing fruit, is produced, by remaining in Christ.  Bearing fruit, brings glory to God.  Bearing fruit, gives me, 
complete joy.  And, answered prayers, come from, remaining in Christ.  You see, any connection here?  
Just in case you missed it, Jesus mentions it, one more time, . . . in verse 16.  He ends His talk, with this one last mention.  “You did not choose me, but I chose you, and appointed you, to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last.  
Then, the Father will give you, whatever you ask, in my name!”
**  So here it is.  Looking at the Word, looking at the context, and letting the text, speak for itself, . . . you write 
this down:  I bear fruit, . . . by asking, in prayer.  
That’s what, He’s talking about.  He’s not talking about, losing your salvation.  He’s talking about, fruit comes, 
through prayer.  The fruit of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, . . . come through prayer.  Gentleness, goodness, 
faithfulness, peace, patience, kindness, meekness, self-control, . . . come through prayer.  Prayer is the 
password, . . . to everything, God wants to do, . . . in your life. 
You know what, the problem is?  We treat prayer, . . . like a spare tire.  We only talk to God, . . . when we need something, . . . when we get in trouble.   The more I pray, . . . the more fruit, I’m going to have.  Prayerlessness, 
is acting like you’re an orphan, . . . that, God hasn’t promised, over and over again, . . to take care, of every 
one of your needs.  It’s acting like, if it’s to be, . . . it’s up to me.  Prayerlessness, is acting like . . an atheist.   
He’s saying, the way you bear fruit, is by praying.  And, the more you pray, the more fruit, you’re going to 
have, in your life.  
***  A Bible study, isn’t a Bible study, until you get to the, . . . what am I going to do about it part.  That’s the 
personal application.  Jesus says, in Matthew 7:24, “Everyone who hears these words of mine, and puts 
them into practice, is like a wise man, who built his house, upon the rock.” 
If I put into practice, what I’ve learned, about prayer, today, . . . then, I’ve built my house on the rock, and when 
the storms come, it’s going to stand.  If I don’t put into practice, what I’ve heard today, I just come to the 
Bible study, take notes and go home and forget it, . . . that’s not too smart.  The Bible says, the foolish man, 
builds his house, . . . on sand.  He hears it, . . . but, he doesn’t do anything about it.
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Observation: What does it say?   Interpretation: What does it mean?

Correlation: What other verses explain it?  Application: What will I DO about it?
Main Text:  JOHN 15:1-17
Problem Verse:



Vs. 6 “If anyone doesn’t remain in me, he’s like a branch that’s thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.”
SOME BASIC RULES OF INTERPRETATION
1.   __________________________________________________________________________
   Ch. 13 to 17 = Jesus’ final words of comfort to his disciples before his arrest. 

Vs. 11 “I’ve told you these things so that my joy may be in you and that 

your joy may be complete!” 
2.  ______________________________________________________


“Love” = mentioned 9 times “Fruit” = mentioned 9 times    
        “Fruit” & “Fruitful” = 45 times in New Testament

What is meaning of “fruit” in this context?
3. _____________________________________________________________________

Vs. 4 “Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.” John 15:4 (NIV) 
· BEARING FRUIT ______________________________________________________

Vs. 8 “This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.” 
· BEARING FRUIT ______________________________________________________
Vs. 11 “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.”
· BEARING FRUIT ______________________________________________________
4. _____________________________________________________________________

Vs. 7 “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you!”  
· REMAINING IN CHRIST PRODUCES ______________________________________
   14:13 “I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” 
· _____________________________________________ brings glory to God!

16:24 “Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete!” 
· _____________________________________________ GIVES ME COMPLETE JOY!

Vs. 16 “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name!” 


        I BEAR FRUIT BY ________________________________________
MY PERSONAL APPLICATION

Matthew 7:24 – “Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who 
built his house upon the rock.”  

