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John 14:26
Have you ever thought this, “I just never, get anything, out of the Bible.  When I read it, it’s just, flat out boring.  I don’t get anything, out of it.  It seems dry.  I don’t understand it.  It just doesn’t, make sense.”  If you’ve ever, felt that way, you picked a good week, to come to church.  Because, we’re going to explain, why the Bible is a closed book to you, and how God wants to open it up, and how you can start seeing, what God wants you to see.  
The fact is, the Bible is, . . . a difficult book, if you don’t understand, . . . the principle, . . . of illumination.  
What do you guys think about, those new-fangled, light bulbs, . . . those new, wimpy light bulbs.  You know, 
the ones, that are one third, as bright, as the old style.  Those things, . . . are worthless!  The point I want to 
make is this, the brighter the bulb, . . . the clearer you see.  Isn’t that true?  Brightness, . . . increases clarity.   
That’s why, if you want to get a picture taken, a portrait made of yourself, you don’t want a bright light on you, 
. . . because, it’s going to show every malformation, every blemish, every wart, every pimple, everything on 
your face.  No, you want, . . . less light.  We all look good, . . . in the dark!  
The more light you have, the more, it is clear.  This is true, when it comes, to God’s Word.  The more light, the more enlightened your mind, the more illuminated your mind, the more you’re going to get, out of God’s Word.  
It’s not just, the Bible, . . . it’s illumination.  What is illumination?  Illumination, . . . is letting, the Holy 
Spirit, . . . show me, . . . the meaning, of God’s Word, . . . and, how it applies, to my life.  
Before, Jesus went back to heaven, He said, I’m going back to heaven, after the resurrection, . . . but, I’m going 
to send, . . . my Spirit, to live with you, and live in you – the Holy Spirit.  One of the things, that the Holy 
Spirit’s job is to do, . . . is to illuminate the Bible, . . . help you see things, in this book, that you would not 
otherwise see.  If you don’t have that, . . . you’re going to miss a lot, . . . in the Bible.  
Ever bought a kid’s toy, that says, . . “Batteries not included.”  A toy, with the battery not included, is still a toy, 
. . . but, it doesn’t have, its full potential.  Because, you’ve got to have the power, to make that little toy run.  
And, God says, not only have I given you revelation, . . . but, I’ve given you, inspiration.  That’s the power, 
to interpret, to understand, to see things, you’ve never seen before.  This is, . . . the Holy Spirit’s job. 

John 14:26 – “Jesus said, ‘The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things, and will remind you of everything, I have said to you.’”  He says, He’s going to teach you, and 
remind you.  What has, He said, to us?  The Bible.  That’s what God, has said to us, what Jesus, said to us.

John 14:17 – “He is the Holy Spirit, who leads, . . . into all truth.”  It is the Holy Spirit, . . . who leads you, to understand, what the truth is, in the Word of God.  


John 16:15 – “. . . The Spirit will take, from what 
is mine, [That’s the words of Jesus] and, make it known, to you.”  It is the illumination, . . of the revelation.  

It is God’s Spirit saying, . . . this is what this means, . . . in your mind, . . . as you read it.

Ephesians 1:17 – “I ask the glorious Father, and God of our Lord Jesus Christ, . . . to give you, His Spirit.  The Spirit will make you wise, and let you understand, what it means, to know God.”  Circle the phrase, . . “Let you 
understand.”  The Holy Spirit, will make you wise, and let you understand, . . what it means, to know God.  
This is, . . . the “batteries included.”  This is the power part, . . . of revelation.

What are we saying?  This book is supernatural, not only in, that it is God’s Word, . . . but, this is the only book, 
you’ll ever have, where you can talk, . . . to the author, while you’re reading it.  You will never, read any 
other book, where you can talk, to the author, . . . while you’re reading it.  That’s called, . . . illumination.  
As I read, this book, I say, “Lord, Holy Spirit, . . . what does, this mean?  What does, it mean, . . . to me?  How can it make a difference, . . . in my life?  How am I, supposed to use this, . . . today?”  And, the Holy Spirit, . . .  whispers in my ear, . . . He puts thoughts, He puts impressions, He opens my eyes.  He illuminates, He lightens.  
The light goes on, in my mind – oh, that’s what, that’s all about!  
How does, this work?  How does, . . . illumination work?  Ephesians 1:18-19 explains it.  “I pray also, that the 
eyes of your heart [you say, wait a minute, I’ve got eyes, in my heart?  Yea, I’ll explain that, in a minute.] 
may be enlightened [illuminated], in order that you may know the hope, to which He has called you, the 
riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, and His incomparably great power for us, who believe.”

“The eyes, of your heart.”  What’s he talking about, there?  When you were born, physically, everything you learn in life, comes through, . . . the five senses, that God gave you.  When you were born, God gave you five 
senses, – hear, taste, touch, smell and feel.  Everything you experience, in your entire life, for as long as 
you live, . . . you’ll experience, through the five senses, that God gave you – hear, touch, taste, smell, feel.  
That’s when, you’re physically born.  When you’re spiritually, born again, . . . when you are reborn, into God’s 
family, when you are saved, when you become personally, acquainted with God, . . . when you develop, a 
relationship with Jesus, . . . God gives you a second set of senses, and you get spiritual ears, to hear some 
things, you never heard before.  And, you get spiritual eyes, . . . and, all of a sudden, you start to see some 
things about life, you didn’t see before.  And, all of a sudden, you feel some things, . . . that, you didn’t feel 
before.  These are the eyes, of your heart, . . . the spiritual senses.  
What it means is, when you’re reading the Bible, and all of a sudden, one day, the light bulb comes on, in your mind, and you go “Bam!  I’ve never, seen that, before!”  It’s the ah-ha moment!  You go “Whoa!  I’ve read that verse, a lot of times, but I’ve never seen that, before.  That’s exactly what I needed, right now, to encourage me, 
to help me to know, which way to go.  Wow!  Ah-ha!  I get it!  Yes!  I understand it!”  That is illumination.

For many of you, that has never happened, in your life, . . as you’ve read the Bible.  You just read words – blah-
bah, blah-bah, blah-bah.  And, you’d never had, one of those, ah-ha!  Wow!  That’s exactly what I needed, 
. . . from the Bible!  Wow!  I’ve always wanted to know, . . . what the answer was, . . . and, now I know!  
That’s illumination.  And, you read the revelation, and the Spirit does the illumination, and you go, I get it!

Some of you, . . . that’s happened, . . infrequently.  It’s happened, every once in a while.  We want to teach you, 
how to make this a regular part, of your daily Bible reading, . . . so, that it’s more than just print, on a piece 
of paper.  You’re going to read the Bible, and it’s going to come alive.  And, you’ll go, . . . that, is so good.  
That is wonderful.  I never, . . . saw that, before.  I needed that.  It’s God speaking, . . . directly to me.

When that happens, your spiritual eyes, . . . are opened.  That’s called, . . . illumination.  What actually happens, 
when God opens, . . . my spiritual eyes?  We want to spend, . . . the majority of today’s message, . . on that.  
I’m going to give you, the five ways, . . . how to do this, . . . in your life.  
**  But, let’s look first, . . at the benefits.  Because, when God begins, to illuminate your mind, and you learn how to cooperate with the Holy Spirit, . . . all of a sudden, there are all kinds of really cool benefits, in your life.  
When God opens my spiritual eyes, . . . when I see things, . . . as He wants me, to see them.  
****  What happens, . . . when God, . . . opens my mind?
1.  I see the solution, . . . to my problem.  I don’t know, . . . what problem, you’re going through, . . right now.  But, you’ve got problems, in your life, that you’re going, . . . “Frankly, I don’t see any way, around this.  I can’t see, the solution.  It just looks like, one dead end, after another.”  You need to have, your mind, . . . illuminated.  
You need, the Holy Spirit, . . . to enlighten, your mind.  You need Him, to open your spiritual eyes, . . . so, 
you can see the solution, . . . in God’s Word.  
You’re never going to see the solution, to your problem, . . . on your own.  You’ve tried, and you go, I don’t see how, we’re going to get out of this one.  But, you need to see it, . . from God’s point of view.  When God opens your eyes, . . . you see the resources, that were literally, right there, in front of you, . . . but, you didn’t see them.
2.  The second benefit, of having your eyes, spiritually opened, is, . . . I see the barrier, . . . to my progress.  
I not only, see the solution, to my problems, . . . but, I see the barrier, to my progress.  You have some things, you’ve been wanting to do, in your life.  You’ve been, wanting to start a business, or start a family, or get out of debt, or you’ve had some goal, or some dream.  You’ve been trying, to make progress on it, but, you just keep 
bumping up, against an invisible wall.  And, you’re going, “I don’t get it.  I’m trying to do, the best I can.  
I’m not making, any progress.”  You need to have, . . . your eyes opened, . . . your eyes illuminated.  
You have plans, in your life, that aren’t working out.  You try to go this way, and you get blocked.  You try to go this way, and you get blocked.  And, you’re getting mad, . . . at everybody else.  You’re mad, at your wife.  You’re mad, at your husband.  You’re taking it out, on your kids.  You’re talking about your boss, behind his 
back, and on and on and on.  You’re mad at everybody, because you can’t see, what the real problem is.  
God is blocking, that issue.  He is trying to keep you, from making, a serious mistake.  God’s saying, “I’m not 
going to let you, go down that road.  No matter how much, you beat your head against the wall, . . . I’m not 
going to let you, go down that road, because, I love you, too much.”  And, you’re going to be stopped by it.
When your progress, is being blocked, . . you’ve got one of two choices.  Beat your head against the wall, . . . 
or, . . . let God open your eyes.  You can either get mad at everybody around you, . . . and, take it out on 
your kids, and your husband, or your wife, . . . and, everybody else.  And, you’re just, so sick and tired, and 
you’re blaming everybody, for your problem.  But, the problem is, . . . you can’t see, . . . the problem.  The 
barrier is God, . . . is not going to let you do that.  Because, He loves you, . . . too much.  
But, when God opens my eyes, I can see the solution, to my problems.  And, when God opens my eyes, I can 
see the barrier, to my progress.  And, then I go, oh . . . that makes sense.
3.  When God opens my eyes, I see the defense, for what’s attacking me.  I see the defense, how God is going to defend me, from the things, that are attacking me.  Everybody feels under attack, at different points, in their 
life.  You may feel under attack, right now.  Maybe, you’re under attack by germs, and you’re getting sick.  
Maybe, you feel like you’re under attack, by the economy.  You’ve lost your job, or you’ve lost your income, or 
you’ve lost your retirement.  Or, you feel like you’re under attack, . . . by a former friend.  Or, you feel like 
you’re under attack, . . . by your own family.  Or, you feel under attack, by whatever, . . . and, you feel like 
you’re being beaten down, and you’re under attack.  And, you think you’re all alone, and you don’t know, 
. . . what God is going to do in that.
The easiest way, to get rid of an enemy . . is to turn them, into a friend.  So, instead of, assassinate all these guy, and make enemies, for anther generation, so that the sons would want to come back, and get retaliation, be nice to them.  Feed them, and send them home.  The best way, to get rid of an enemy . . is to turn them, into a friend.
Here’s the point:  You’ve got things, that are attacking you, and you’re going to panic about it.  You’re going 
to, . . . feel overwhelmed.  God needs to, open your eyes, . . . and, you see all the resources, on your side, 
that, He has commanded, to take care of you.  There are angels, around you, all the time.  You cannot see 
them, . . . but, they are around you all the time.  God’s forces, are there, to protect you.  God says, when I 
see from His viewpoint, I can see the defense, and all of a sudden, my fear goes down, . . . dramatically.
4.  I see how God, . . . is walking with me.  When God opens my eyes, . . . I see how God, is walking with me.  
He’s been with me all along, . . . I just didn’t see it.  I don’t know, what you’re going through, . . right now.  
You may have felt like, you’re all alone, . . . you’re out there by yourself, . . . you’re fighting this battle, on 
your own.  You don’t think, that God is with you, that God’s a million miles way.  You’re, . . . dead wrong!  
He’s been with you, all along, . . . you just, can’t see it, until your mind is illuminated.

I don’t know what you’ve lost, . . . this year.  You may have lost, a loved one.  You may have lost, your health.  You may have lost, your job.  You may have lost, an important relationship, . . . and, you are grieving.  And, you cannot see, that every step of the way, . . . Jesus has been, walking with you.  You have never, been alone.  You have never, been by yourself.  God is walking with you, . . . but, your eyes, are blinded.  You can’t see it.  
*  Now, do you realize, how important, . . . illumination is?   Batteries included.  Without illumination, you just look at the book, and a lot of it, . . . doesn’t make sense.  It’s just words, on a page.  Great story.  But, when God opens your eyes, Bam!  I see the solution, to my problems.  Bam!  I see the barrier, to my progress.  Bam!  I see the protection, that God has from all the things that are attacking me.  And, I see He’s with me, . . . all the time.  
****  How do I get, that kind of illumination?  You must do, five things.  Five things, to get your eyes open, 
. . . to cooperate, with the Holy Spirit, . . . so, He can illuminate, . . . so, He can enlighten, . . . your mind.
1.  I must begin, a relationship, with Jesus Christ.  That’s, the starting point.  If you don’t have this one, you are spiritually blind, . . . and, you don’t have any hope, of seeing things, from God’s point of view.  You’ve got to, . . get the connection first.  You can’t just, know about Jesus.  You’ve got to, . . . know Him.  You’ve got to, have a relationship.  You’ve got to be, . . born again.  You’ve got to, be saved.  You must accept, His salvation.

Until, you begin, that relationship, . . . you’re blind.  Sorry.  You can only see, . . . from, a human viewpoint.  

1 Corinthians 2: 14 – “The man without the Spirit, [that means he’s not born again], does not accept the 
things, that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, 
[underline “cannot understand them”], because, they are spiritually discerned.”  
This is why, it is nonsense, to expect unbelievers, to act like believers, . . . until, they are.  You can make all the laws in the world, . . . to make people, act and do the right thing, . . . but, they’re not going to do it, because it doesn’t, make sense.  It just doesn’t, make sense.  My eyes are blinded, until, I have the connection, with God.
2 Corinthians 4:4 – “The devil, who rules this world, has blinded the minds of those, who do not believe.  They 
cannot see, the light of the Good News.”  They just, . . . can’t see it.  I didn’t see it, . . . you didn’t see it.  
None of us saw it, until we stepped across the line.  Then, all of a sudden, boom!  The blinders, came off.  
That’s why Jesus says, in John 3:3 – “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God [you can’t see 
what God’s doing], until, he is born again.”  Unless, and until, you have trusted in Christ, . . . as your 
personal Savior.  You can do that, . . . today!  
2.  The second thing. you have to do is, I must ask God, in faith, to open my eyes.  I pray, . . . Psalm 119:18 –  
“Open my eyes, that I may see, wonderful things, in your laws.”  We want you, to be able to pray that, . . .  
every day, when you open your Bible.  It’s the first thing, you should pray.  Before, you even read the 
Bible, . . . you need batteries included.  You need the illumination, . . . and, you need to say, “Lord, before I 
even read this, open my eyes, that I may see, wonderful things, in your law, . . . in your Word.”
There are wonderful things, in this book.  It’s filled, with wonder-filled things.  But, when you don’t see them, it’s not, the Bible’s fault.  It’s because, . . you’re blind.  You can’t see, the wonder-filled things, until, your eyes, have been opened.  So, if your eyes are not opened, you can read the Bible, and you don’t get it.  It just, seems 
dull.  I just, don’t get it.  Because, you’re not seeing.  It takes more, than revelation.  It takes, illumination.  
When you ask God, . . . in faith, “Open my eyes, that I may see, wonderful things, in your law,” . . . you have to ask, in faith.  James 1:5 – “If any of you, lacks wisdom, [Lord, I need wisdom, on this business deal…  I need wisdom with my kids… I need wisdom on my health...  I need wisdom, whether to say yes or no, whether to hold on, or let go...] if any of you lack wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all, without finding 
fault, and it will be given to him.  But, when he asks, he must believe, and not doubt.”  I ask God, in faith.

That’s why, Jesus said, in Matthew 7:7, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be open to you.”  Ask, seek, and knock.  (First letter – ask.)  He’s just saying, you need, to ask.

What is, God’s promise?  Psalm 32:8 – “I will instruct you, and [I will] teach you, in the way, you should go; 
[I’ll show you, which way to go.]  I will counsel you, and [I will] watch over you.”  But, I’ve got to ask, in 
faith, for God, . . . to open my eyes.

3.  I come with, . . . a humble attitude.  If I come, to the Word of God, and say, “I’ve got it, all figured out.  I don’t really need God’s help, on this marriage issue… I don’t really need God’s help, on this financial issue…” Then, you’re not, going to get anything.  Your eyes, are going to be closed.  You come, with a humble attitude.
Psalm 25:9 – “He guides, [and, that’s what you need.  You need guidance, this week] the humble, [If you’ll be 
humble, God will guide you] in what is right, and teaches them, His way.”



Proverbs 3:5-6 – “Trust in the Lord, [not in yourself], with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways, acknowledge him, and He will make, your paths straight.”   He’ll point you, . . . on the path, to success.

4.  I cleanse my heart . . . of sin, and conflict.  I cannot get my eyes open, if my body and mind, is full of junk.  That’s why the Bible says, in Matthew 5:8 Jesus said, “Blessed are, the pure in heart, for they will see God.”  
You can’t see it, . . . unless, your heart, . . . is pure.  
That doesn’t, . . mean, perfect.  If God only, illuminated the minds of people, who are perfect, . . nothing would happen.  None of us, are perfect.  Pure, doesn’t mean perfect.  Pure in heart means, I’m caught up today, on my confession.  There’s nothing, between me and God.  Yeah God, I agree that was wrong, and you’re right.  I just confess.  I don’t allow, the garbage to pile up, in my life.  “Blessed are, the pure in heart, . . they will see God.”
If I’m over here, and watching, or reading, a bunch of pornography, and then I come and say, “God, I need 
some instruction, about what to do, in my job.”  It isn’t going to happen, . . . it just isn’t, going to happen.  
“Blessed are, the pure in heart, . . . they shall see God.”  
If I’m out here, filling my mind, with garbage, trashy novels, and magazines, and movies, and tv shows, and 
just junk, . . . and, I’m filling my mind, with bitterness, and lust, and resentment, and guilt, and anger, and 
jealousy, and envy.  All that stuff, in my mind, . . . I’m not going to see it.  I must have, a clear conscience.  
I must cleanse, . . . my heart, of sin.  


And, not just sin, . . . but, conflict.  
1 John 2:11 – “Whoever hates his brother, is in the darkness, and he walks around, in the darkness.  He does 
not know, where he’s going.”  Whoa!  You want to know why, . . . you don’t know, where you’re going.  
Because, you’ve got, unresolved conflict, in your life.  That’s why, you don’t know where, you’re going.  
Because, . . . you’re in darkness.  Whoever hates his bother, . . . is in darkness.  Walks around, in darkness.  
He doesn’t know, where he’s going… “…because the darkness, has blinded him.”
That means, if I’m out of whack, relationally, . . . I’m not going to get anything, out of the Word.  If I have a big 
argument with Patty, and then, I sit down and say, “God, I need you to teach me, from your Word,” . . . it 
isn’t going to happen.  It’s just going to be print, on the page.  I’m going to read the stories, I’m going to 
read the verses, . . . it’s not going to do anything.  I’m not going to have, . . . the light come on.  I’m not 
going to have, the ah-ha!  That, makes sense, I’ve got it!  Why?  Because, . . . there’s, relational conflict.  
The Bible says, you cannot be right with God, and wrong with others.  You cannot love God, and hate others.  You cannot be reconciled to God, and not be reconciled with others.  That’s why the Bible says, if you’ve got something wrong with a brother, when you come to church, and you bring an offering, you’ve got something wrong with somebody, you leave your offering there.  You go make it right, with that person.  Then, you come back, and you finish your worship.  Because, you cannot worship God, while you’re out of whack, with others.
So, if you really want your mind open, . . . you want to see the solution to your problems, . . . and, the barriers to 
your progress, . . . and, the defenses to your attackers, . . . and, the fact that God is with you, . . . you just, . .  
may, need to make a phone call, this afternoon.  Or, write a letter.  You may need, . . . to forgive somebody.  
You may need, . . . to ask forgiveness.  You may need, . . . to let somebody, off the hook. 
But, you say I can’t let go, . . . of that grudge.  You don’t, hold a grudge.  It holds you.  It holds you, in a self-imposed prison, of pain.  Let it go.  Because, until you do, . . . you are blind.  And, you cannot see, with spiritual 
eyes.  Ask God, . . . to open my eyes.  Come, with a humble attitude.  Cleanse my heart, of sin and conflict.
5.  I commit in advance, . . . to do what God says.  This is unqualified, unconditional obedience.  I say, “God, I’m getting ready, to sit down here.  I need you to teach me, what I need to do this week, with my kids, with my wife, with my family, my business.  I need you, to teach me.  I’m telling you in advance, that I’m going to do, what you want me to do, even when it doesn’t make sense, even when I don’t understand it, even when I don’t agree, even when it isn’t popular, even when it isn’t easy.  I’m saying yes, even before you tell me, what to do.”
Psalm 119:33-34 – “Teach me, O Lord, to follow your decrees; then, I will keep them…”  See the promise?  
Commitment?  I will, . . . keep them.  You teach me, . . . and, I’ll do it.  “Give me understanding, and I will 
keep your law, and obey it, with all my heart.” Whatever you show me, . . . I’m going to act on it.

Why?  Because acting on it, is the bottom line.  And, God’s not going to give you step two, until, you act on 
step one.  James 1:22 – “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.”  
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John 14:26 – “The Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things 
and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”
 
John 14:17 – “He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth.”  
John 16:15 – “. . . the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.”  
Ephesians 1:17 – “I ask the glorious Father and God of our Lord Jesus Christ to give you his Spirit. The Spirit will make you wise and let you understand what it means to know God.”   
Ephesians 1:18-19 – “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened
 in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.”  

WHAT HAPPENS WHEN GOD OPENS MY EYES?
1.
__________________________________________________________________

2.
__________________________________________________________________

3.
__________________________________________________________________

4.
__________________________________________________________________

PREPARING TO SEE WHAT GOD WANTS ME TO SEE
1.
__________________________________________________________________

1 Corinthians 2:14 – “The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, 
for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.”  
John 3:3 – Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again."   

2.
__________________________________________________________________

Psalm 119:18 – “Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your Law!”

James 1:5-6 – “If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding 
fault, and it will be given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt.” 
Matt. 7:7 – "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”  

Psalm 32:8 – “I WILL instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I WILL counsel you and watch over 
you.”

3.
__________________________________________________________________

Psalm 25:9 – “He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way.” 

Proverbs 3:5-6 – “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.”
  
4.
__________________________________________________________________

Matthew 5:8 – “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” 

1 John 2:11 – “Whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks around in the darkness; he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded him.” 


5.
__________________________________________________________________

Psalm 119:33-34 – “Teach me, O Lord, to follow your decrees; then I will keep them to the end.  Give me understanding, and I will keep your law and 
obey it with all my heart.”  
James 1:22 – “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. DO what it says!”


